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Our ñHeart of Brazil 2017ò tour through the Cerrado, the Amazon, and the Pantanal was for 

sure one of the best trips we have ever run in that amazing country. I was happy to lead this 

tour again in the company of the best group of participants that any guide can expect to have. 

This tour offers great birding and probably the best wildlife experience in this part of the 

world. Our tour visited three main natural ecosystems in the huge Brazilian state of Mato 

Grosso: the Cerrado, the Amazon, and the Pantanal. We have carefully chosen a selection of 

locations, lodges, and hotels to offer our clients the best chances for wildlife and the best 

birding experience, as well as good accommodation facilities, in order to provide them with a 

wonderful holiday experience. We also added our ñCerrado Endemics and Brazilian 

Merganserò tour as an extension. During this tour we managed to record 525 species of birds, 

including 25 species of parrots, as well as 25 species of mammals, including the óbig fiveô of 

Brazil (jaguar, giant anteater, lowland tapir, maned wolf, and giant otter). 

 

Having arrived safely in Cuiabá in central Brazil we started our tour immediately, heading for 

the Chapada dos Guimarães National Park, situated not only in central Brazil but even 

including the geographical center of South America. Chapada dos Guimarães is part of 

Brazilôs vast tropical savanna ecoregion, the Cerrado, which is one of the richest of all 

tropical savanna regions and has high levels of endemism, characterized by enormous ranges 

of plant and animal biodiversity. Our fabulous birding soon started along the way, as we 

approached Chapada dos Guimarães, with Toco Toucan, Peach-fronted Parakeet, Chalk-

browed Mockingbird , Rufous Hornero, Rusty-margined Flycatcher, Cliff Flycatcher , 

Black and Turkey Vultures , Guira Cuckoo, and Picazuro Pigeon all showing well. Further 

along the road, near the scenic Hellôs Gate, we scored with our main target here, the localized 

Blue-winged Macaw, and with a nice pair of Red-and-green Macaws. We explored a road 

that leads deep into the Cerrado, and soon we found the endemic Chapada Flycatcher and 

were reward with splendid views of two birds displaying. Other birds in the area included 

Southern Lapwing, Groove-billed Ani , White-eyed Parakeet, Tropical Kingbird , 

Rufous-bellied Thrush, and Purple-throated Euphonia. 

 

 
Blue-winged Macaw (photo Ken Logan) 

 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com


3 | T  R  I  P    R  E  P  O  R  T              Brazil: Cerrado, Amazon, and Pantanal 2017  

 

www.birdingecotours.com   info@birdingecotours.com 

 
Chapada dos Guimarães scenery 

 

Around noon we arrived at the little town of Chapada, where we had our first lunch in a local 

restaurant. Then we went to our next destination, Pousada do Parque within the Chapada dos 

Guimarães National Park. It was very hot when we arrived, so we decided to have a short 

break and leave by 3:30 p.m. toward the Vale da Benção area outside the lodge property. This 

great spot holds a nice forest and provides some interesting species, such as Rufous-tailed 

Jacamar, Plain Antvireo , Swallow Tanager, Blue Dacnis, Sayaca Tanager, Palm 

Tanager, Saffron-billed Sparrow, Moustached Wren, Thrush-like Wren , Short-crested 

Flycatcher, Blue-crowned Trogon, Amazonian Motmot, and Channel-billed Toucan. We 

came back to the lodge in time to tick several Chopi Blackbirds and Saffron Finches. After 

dinner we tried for some night birds around the property and did well, finding Tropical 

Screech Owl, Little  Nightjar , and Pauraque. This was our first day birding in Brazil. 

  

The second day of the trip was entirely dedicated to exploring several hotspots in the 

Cerrado, the Água Fria and Cachoeira da Geladeira areas. We managed to arrange an early 

breakfast to be in the field as quickly as possible. Our first target was the most-wanted Coal-

crested Finch, and we were lucky to have great views of two birds as soon as we arrived. 

Other birds included White-eared Puffbird, the elusive Collared Crescentchest, Purplish 

Jay, Buff -necked Ibis, Yellow-headed Caracara, Southern Crested Caracara, Rufous-

winged Antshrike, Barred Antshrike , Plain-crested and Lesser Elaenias, Grey Monjita , 

Grassland Sparrow, Black-faced Tanager, White-rumped Tanager, and White-banded 

Tanager. Late in the morning we tried Vale da Benção again, looking for the elusive 

Pheasant Cuckoo. Rather than show well it flew above our heads twice, in response to the 

tape, and provided fly-by views only. However, we did well on finding our next target, the 

seldom-seen Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper. This bird, which is widespread in South America, 

is rare everywhere, and only Brazil offers a good chance to see it. We were rewarded with 

brilliant views of one individual in response to the tape. Soon after this excitement we scored 

with three Brown Jacamars perched on a tree above the stream before returning to the lodge 

for lunch. 
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After a midday break we drove to the famous Bridal Veil Waterfall, looking for the sought-

after Blue Finch, but there was no trace of it. In fact it was rather quiet, with only Swallow 

Tanager, White-eyed Parakeet, Cliff Flycatcher , Tropical Kingbird , and Blue Dacnis 

making an appearance. 

 

 
Bridal Veil Waterfall 

 

We returned to the lodge and were lucky enough to get amazing views of a male Scissor-

tailed Nightjar on the road. We decided to also try for Rufous Nightjar, but, no matter how 

hard we tried, we got only a poor, untickable glimpse of its silhouette. 

 

The last full day in Chapada was rather an intense day, dedicated to explore a mix of habitats 

and get as many species as possible. We tried the Água Fria and Cachoeira da Geladeira areas 

again in the morning and the Vale da Benção and the ñMirante de Geod®siaò area (the 

geodesic center of South America) in the afternoon.  

Our morning was quite successful with views of Suiriri Flycatcher , Caatinga Puffbird , 

Burrowing Owl , Masked Gnatcatcher, Pale-breasted Spinetail, Southern White-fringed 

Antwren , Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Sibilant Sirystes, Red Pileated Finch, and Black-

throated Saltator.  

In the afternoon the Vale da Benção was a bit quiet, but we managed to get at least five 

Swallow-tailed Kites, a few Plumbeous Kites, and a single Mississippi Kite. Other birds 

included Lineated Woodpecker, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Boat-billed Flycatcher, 

Streaked Flycatcher, Variegated Flycatcher, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Red-shouldered 

Macaw, Band-tailed Manakin , Swallow-tailed Hummingbird , and Glittering -bellied 

Emerald.  Then we explored a forest patch, where we got a glimpse of Fiery-capped 

Manakin . Later in the afternoon we checked the trail that leads to the geodesic center, 

hoping to find Blue Finch, but no luck again. However, we had nice views of Crested Black 

Tyrant . 

 

Our last morning in Chapada came with a pre-dawn start, which allowed us to have good 

views of Nacunda Nighthawk in flight. After an early breakfast we spent two hours birding 

around the lodge and enjoyed Boat-billed Flycatcher, Purplish Jay, Rufous Hornero, a 
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Planalto Hermit that came right into the dining room, providing quick but good views, 

Saffron Finch, Chopi Blackbird , Picazuro Pigeon, and great views of the handsome Pale-

crested Woodpecker just in the lodge clearing. We also encountered a family of Brazilian 

guinea pig, a medium size native rodent, which occurs around the lodge area. After two hours 

of birding we left Pousada do Parque. This is by far the best lodge in the area: nice setting, 

good birds, friendly staff, and great food! The first leg of the trip ended, and we drove back to 

the Cuiabá airport to connect with our domestic flight to Alta Floresta for the Amazon leg of 

the tour. 

After an hourôs flight from Cuiab§ we reached the Amazon town of Alta Floresta. We were 

met by the Cristalino Lodge staff, and they transferred us to the headquarters office in town, 

just for a short briefing, and then immediately by car to the dock at the Teles Pires River. 

During the drive along pastures and secondary forest with Mauritia palms we made a stop to 

look for the secretive Point-tailed Palmcreeper at its usual spot and also saw Sulphury 

Flycatcher, Neotropical Palm Swift, and Red-breasted Blackbird. After good views of 

these birds we reached the dock and then took a boat to head to Cristalino Lodge. During the 

boat ride we had good views of Yellow-billed Tern , White-winged, White-banded, and 

Southern Rough-winged Swallows, Swallow-winged Puffbird , Green Ibis, our first 

Sunbittern, Pied Plover, Red-throated Piping Guan, Razor-billed Curassow, Neotropic 

Cormorant , Anhinga, Great Black Hawk, Roadside Hawk, Pale-vented Pigeon, Greater 

Ani , Pale-rumped Swift, Lineated Woodpecker, Black Caracara, Red-throated 

Caracara, Band-tailed Antbird , Drab Water Tyrant , and Red-capped Cardinal. Before 

we reached the lodge we were lucky to spot a lowland tapir along the Cristalino River. Once 

we arrived at the lodge we made our way to our rooms and organized ourselves before 

dinner. After dinner we were lucky to have scope views of a Crested Owl around the dining 

room building, and we saw another Pauraque before we finally went to our rooms. 

 

 
Cristalino Lodge 

 

The next morning we took a boat to explore the waters of the Cristalino River, and this was a 

good choice. We managed to find great birds such as Green Ibis, Sunbittern, Blue-and-

yellow Macaw, Dusky-billed Parrotlet , Ringed Woodpecker, Bat Falcon, Bare-necked 

Fruitcrow , a female Spangled Cotinga, Band-tailed Antbird , Drab Water Tyrant , the 
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localized Glossy Antshrike , Red-throated Piping Guan, Bare-faced and Razor-billed 

Curassows, Anhinga, King Vulture , Ruddy Pigeon, Grey-fronted Dove, Greater Ani , 

Amazon, and Ringed Kingfishers, Grey-rumped Swift, White-throated Toucan, and  

Paradise Jacamar. Perhaps the best sighting was the amazing male Amazonian 

Umbrellabird  flying by but allowing good views, including all field marks. 

 

 
Dusky-billed Parrotlet 

 

We also saw two more lowland tapirs and had our first encounter with the Endangered 

(IUCN) giant otters. We went to the lodge to get a shower before lunch and then a short break 

before leaving to the forest again. In the afternoon we tried the Castanheira trail (Brazil Nut 

Tree), but the activity was rather low. However, we managed to find Amazonian Trogon, 

Blue-necked Jacamar, Cream-colored and Red-necked Woodpeckers, Bar-breasted 

Piculet, and flying-by views of Chestnut-fronted Macaw and Forest Elaenia. 

 

 
Lowland tapir 
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The next day we hiked up the Serra Trail, whose deciduous forest holds some specials. One 

of them is Nattererôs Slaty Antshrike, which took some time but fortunately finally showed 

very well. From a stakeout we had good views of White-browed Purpletuft , Tapajos 

Hermit , Masked Tanager, Piratic Flycatcher, Brown-banded and Pied Puffbirds, Black-

fronted Nunbird , and Greater Yellow-headed Vulture. Then we flushed two Blackish 

Nightjars  from the trail. Zimmerôs Tody-Tyrant , White-bellied Tody-Tyrant , Masked 

Tityra , and the localized Tooth-billed Wren  allowed good views. Later we left the Serra 

Trail and made our way to one of the saleiros (clay licks), and we were lucky to find a small 

flock of the sought-after Crimson-bellied Parakeet. Other birds included Long-tailed 

Tyrant , Rose-breasted Chat, Red-crowned Ant Tanager, and Helmeted Tody-Tyrant .  

 

 
Crimson-bellied Parakeet 

 

Our afternoon plans were spoiled by sudden heavy rain, but as soon as it had passed we 

headed to the posihña, which is a small pond of water in the forest that attracts birds. 

Unfortunately, the pond was almost empty, and it was not attracting all expected species. 

However; we had nice views of Band-tailed Antbird , Dot-backed Antbird , Bare-eyed 

Antbird , Brown-winged Schiffornis, and a secretive Ruddy Quail-Dove, which was seen 

by some only.  

Getting back to the lodge at dusk allowed us to see our first Boat-billed Heron and Common 

Potoo.  

 

The next day we went to the 50-meters-high (165 feet) scaffold tower. The main idea was to 

get as many canopy species as possible, but unfortunately the morning was covered by mist. 

Nevertheless we remained high on the top platform, trying to see as much as we could, and 

we did indeed. Rapidly we got nice scope views of most of the species to be seen from the 

tower, such as Blue-and-yellow, Red-and-green, and Scarlet Macaws, a second Brown-

banded Puffbird for the trip list was very welcome, and White-necked Puffbird as well as 

Black-eared Fairy, Blue Dacnis, Black-faced Dacnis, Bay-headed Tanager, Paradise 

Tanager, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, a male Spangled Cotinga, a male Bare-necked 

Fruitcrow , and Crested Becard.  
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Cristalino Lodge tower 

 

It started to get very hot, and the mist did not vanish. In addition we were constantly bothered 

by sweat bees and wasps, so we decided to descend and explore the forest trails, hoping to 

find understory species. We actually did well, because the first bird we found was Banded 

Antbird . This lovely terrestrial bird must be one of the most attractive species in the family. 

It keeps maintaining a territory near the bottom of the tower.  We also saw Ruddy-tailed 

Flycatcher and Amazonian Royal Flycatcher. Later we added Plain Xenops, Spixôs 

Woodcreeper, Grey Antwren , Pygmy Antwren, Sclaterôs Antwren , Rufous-rumped 

Foliage-gleaner, Squirrel Cuckoo, Long-tailed Woodcreeper, Olivaceous Flatbill, and 

White-crested Spadebill.  

In the afternoon we took a boat and sailed downstream beyond the junction with the Teles 

Pires River. On the Teles Pires we had the chance to explore a small river island, and we 

found several Ladder-tailed Nightjars  roosting on the sand and, surprisingly, Lesser 

Nighthawks as well. More birds we saw were Pied Plover, Yellow-billed and Large-billed 

Terns, Pale-vented Pigeon, and Amazonian Inezia. We left the small island and got closer 

to some small rock island formations, where we were delighted to see at least ten Black-

collared Swallows ready to roost. When we headed back to the lodge we suddenly noticed 

something floating on the water; it was a yellow-footed tortoise that somehow had gotten in 

the water and was ready to drown. We rescued the poor creature out of the water and took it 

with us to leave it in a safer place. It is worth highlighting that on this river trip we managed 

to see two more lowland tapirs. Before we reached the lodge we heard Tawny-bellied 

Screech Owl, but unfortunately it did not play for us this time.  

 

The following day, as was regular while staying at Cristalino, we had a delicious early 

breakfast, and then we left the lodge to explore some of the trails, including the famous Dr. 
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Haffer Trail, in search of some bamboo specialists. It took some time, but we got decent 

views of Manu Antbird , Large-headed and Dusky-tailed Flatbills , Spixôs Warbling 

Antbird , Grey Antbird , Collared Trogon, Bronzy Jacamar, a female Red-headed 

Manakin , Spixôs Woodcreeper, Fasciated Antshrike, White-eyed Antwren, Long-

winged Antwren, Dot-winged Antwren, Long-billed Gnatwren, Dwarf Tyrant Manakin , 

and the noisy Screaming Piha. On the way back to the lodge we were lucky to see another 

lowland tapir and gray brocket, a small deer. 

We returned to the lodge for lunch, and after our usual midday break we went to visit the 

magical water spot, which consists of an artificial water container strategically located in the 

forest ground and attracting many different species of birds that come every afternoon to 

drink. I had visited this place before, during our 2015 tour, but this year the experience was 

beyond my wildest dreams. We had to wait some time, but it was well worth it. About 40 

minutes after we had arrived we saw the first Brown-winged Schiffornis, and then we were 

blown away by the striking presence of the incredible male Snow-capped Manakin . Other 

species joining the fray were Plain-brown Woodcreeper, Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner, 

Saturnine Antshrike, Cinereous Antshrike, Dot-backed and Spot-backed Antbirds 

together at the same time, not one but six (!) Xingu Scale-backed Antbirds, White-winged 

Shrike-Tanager, Bare-eyed Antbird , and finally Black-spotted Bare-eye.  

We returned to the lodge at dusk and were lucky to see Short-tailed Nighthawk on our way 

back. We also found Common Potoo and another Boat-billed Heron. We also managed to 

see a paca, which is the largest, and nocturnal, rodent here, and a dwarf caiman as well. 

 

 
Boat-billed Heron 

 

Our last day at Cristalino Lodge had arrived, and we were sad to leave this fantastic place. 

We had four hours of birding before we had to leave the lodge by 10 a.m., and we decided to 

maximize that time as best as possible. After another predawn breakfast we left the lodge 

before dawn on the way to Tower 1. On the way to the tower we found our first target, the 
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recently described Alta  Floresta Antpitta. It did not take long to get this bird quite close in 

front of the whole group. With our spirits high we climbed the tower. Fortunately, the 

weather today was perfect, without the mist of the previous days. The birds started to show 

soon, and what birds!  We saw Blue-headed Parrot, Blue-and-yellow Macaw, Red-necked 

Aracari , Gouldôs Toucanet, Black-necked Aracari, Curl -crested Aracari, Bare-necked 

Fruitcrow , Spangled Cotinga, and a male Pompadour Cotinga. We were also able to scope 

a distant White-browed Hawk and observed Paradise, Bay-headed, Green-and-gold, and 

Opal-rumped Tanagers, Cream-colored Woodpecker, Scaly-breasted Woodpecker, 

Black-faced Dacnis, Black-bellied Cuckoo, Masked Tityra , White-lored Tyrannulet , 

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, Tawny-crowned Greenlet, Variable Oriole, Flame-crested 

Tanager, Yellow-backed Tanager, and a few Mato Grosso Swifts flying very close to us. 

We could not have had a better goodbye from the tower. After the activity ended we went 

back to the lodge to get our final shower and get ready for the boat transfer back to Alta 

Floresta. 

The Cristalino Lodge staff transferred us back to Alta Floresta, where we had lunch, and then 

to the airport to connect with our one-hour flight back to Cuiabá. Here we were met by our 

van and immediately headed to Poconé, which is the last village before one reaches the 

Transpantaneira ñhighwayò, a red dirt road that leads straight through the entire northern 

Pantanal. We left Poconé behind and soon arrived at Pousada Piuval, our final destination for 

the day. We were officially in the Pantanal! 

 

We had an early start before breakfast, driving across the grounds of Pousada Piuval and 

looking for a giant anteater that had been seen in the area the night before by other guests, but 

we did not have any luck. However, we had great views of Buff -necked and the handsome 

Plumbeous Ibises, Southern Lapwing, Southern Screamer, Cattle Tyrant , Wood Stork, 

Jabiru , several Southern Crested Caracaras, Guira Cuckoo, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, 

Peach-fronted Parakeet, Toco Toucan, Sayaca Tanager, Saffron Finch, and our only 

Yellowish Pipit.  

 

 
Plumbeous Ibis 
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Jabiru 

 

After an hourôs birding we rapidly went for our breakfast, and immediately after we returned 

to the field. This time we explored the deciduous woodlands behind the lodge on the way to 

the Bento Gomes River. Here we saw Campo Flicker, Greater Rhea, Narrow-billed 

Woodcreeper, Chaco Chachalaca, the endemic Chestnut-bellied Guan, Whistling Heron , 

Picazuro Pigeon, and Yellow-chevroned Parakeet and had outstanding views of a pair of 

Hyacinth Macaws. We also had nice views of Grey-crested Cacholote and several Monk 

Parakeets. On the way back to the lodge we passed a marsh, where we enjoyed great views 

of Sunbittern, Limpkin , and Purple Gallinule. 

 

 
Hyacinth Macaw 

 

By noon the temperature had turned very hot and the bird activity very quiet. So we went to 

have lunch and then left Pousada Piuval toward our next port of call, the rustic Pouso Alegre 
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Lodge. This was the first time we stayed at this lodge after numerous recommendations, 

saying that even though the lodge is basic it provides good chances for birds and wildlife.  

In the afternoon we had great views of Helmeted Manakin, Black-bellied Antwren, 

Flavescent Warbler, Turquoise-fronted Amazon, Chestnut-eared Aracari, and more 

Hyacinth Macaws. We found a large group of South American coatis before the end of the 

day, and at dusk we managed to have good views of Spot-tailed Nightjar .  

 

The following day we drove around the lodgeôs woodlands before breakfast, finding more 

Chaco Chachalacas, Yellow-chevroned Parakeet, and Southern Beardless Tyrannulet. 

The lodge feeder was full of Yellow-billed Cardinal s, Saffron Finches, Shiny Cowbirds, 

Greyish Baywing, a couple of Chestnut-eared Aracaris, and a nice pair of Bare-faced 

Curassows. After breakfast we again went to explore the woodlands around the lodge, 

finding the incredible Red-billed Scythebill, Great Rufous Woodcreeper, Planalto Slaty 

Antshrike , Rufous Hornero, Masked Gnatcatcher, and Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, and our 

driver had the chance to proof his birding skills by finding a Great Potoo roosting at 

daytime. 

 

 
Bare-faced Curassow 

 

After lunch we made a stop at the Rio Claro Lodge for a short visit, because we knew that we 

could find Nanday (Black-hooded) Parakeet there, and as soon as we got out of the vehicle 

we saw at least four individuals in the lodge garden. We bought some cold drinks and took a 

walk around the property, finding our only Bare-faced Ibis, Blue crowned Parakeet, 

another Whistling Heron, and more Southern Lapwings.  

After 30 minutes we left the Rio Claro Lodge and headed toward the Pantanal Mato Grosso 

Hotel, which was our next destination for two nights. We tried to see as many birds as 

possible before the end of the day, but managed to see only Great Black Hawk, Turquoise-

fronted Amazon, a nice Red-crested Cardinal, Rufous Hornero, Plush-crested Jay, 

several Yellow-billed Cardinal s, and fly-by views of Blue-throated Piping Guan.  

 

Before breakfast the next morning we walked along the airfield and added Unicolored 

Blackbird , White-headed Marsh Tyrant, Picui Ground Dove, Chotoy Spinetail, Rufous-
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fronted Thornbird , Greater Thornbird , Monk  and Peach-fronted Parakeets, Southern 

Crested Caracara, and many capybaras.  

After breakfast we took a boat ride along the Rio Pixaim. Even though someone might think 

this is a river, the Pixaim seems to be a lake that crosses the Transpantaneira. This water 

system holds several interesting species, and we saw American Pygmy, Amazon, Green, 

Ringed, and Green-and-rufous Kingfishers, Pale-vented Pigeon, Anhinga, Neotropic 

Cormorant , Blue-throated Piping Guan, an awesome flock of Golden-collared Macaws, 

Pale-legged Hornero, Agami Heron, Black-collared Hawk, Rufescent Tiger Heron, Snail 

Kite , Roadside Hawk, and Cocoi Heron and had a nice encounter with a family of giant 

otters.  

 

 
Golden-collared Macaw 

 

 
Agami Heron 
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Black-collared Hawk 

 

 
Giant otter 

 

After the boat trip we explored the gallery forest trail that passes behind the lodge parallel to 

the Pixaim. Here we were able to find Large-billed Antwren , Straight-billed and Buff -

throated Woodcreepers, Rusty-backed Spinetail, Mato Grosso Antbird, Yellow-chinned 

and White-lored Spinetails, brief views of Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant , Blue-crowned 

Trogon, Grey-fronted Dove, Mouse-colored Tyrannulet, Olivaceous Flatbill, Buff -

breasted Wren, Orange-backed Troupial, Green-backed Becard, Rufous-browed 

Peppershrike, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, and Rufous-tailed Jacamar.  

In the afternoon we took a boat trip again, hoping for the nocturnal Zigzag Heron. At the spot 

where we saw the Zigzag Heron last year we were distracted by some noise and motion 

coming from the bush. We were shocked when we saw a jaguar at an incredibly close 

distance, getting into the shallow edge of the water, taking a bath, swimming slowly, getting 

out of the water again, walking along the shore, and even chewing some green leaves. We 

were blessed to see this magnificent creature for about 10 minutes by ourselves, without any 

other boat in sight, before it disappeared back into the vegetation. The Zigzag Heron never 

answered back, but the sighting of the jaguar and the following amazing sunset upon Rio 

Pixaim could not make for a more perfect end for another great day in the Pantanal. 
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Jaguar 

 

 
Sunset in the Pantanal 

 

After dinner we decided to do a short night drive along the Fazenda Santa Teresa track and 

managed to spot another lowland tapir and a pair of crab-eating foxes. 

 

The next day we left the Pantanal Mato Grosso Hotel. Our plan was birding all the way to the 

end of the Transpantaneira road to the famous Hotel Porto Jofre at the shores of the Cuiabá 

River. During the morning we saw many of our usual suspects such as Wood Stork, Jabiru , 
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Limpkin , Black-collared Hawk, Snail Kite, Grey-breasted Martin, and Brown-chested 

Martin , but we also added some goodies like Rufous Casiornis, Black-crowned Tityra , 

Scarlet-headed Blackbird , Black-backed Water Tyrant , Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted 

Sandpiper, White-wedged Piculet, and Great Horned Owl in its usual roosting tree. We 

arrived at Porto Jofre to have another tasty Brazilian lunch and get ready for our jaguar 

excursion in the afternoon. 

 

 
Great Horned Owl 

 

We left Porto Jofre, but not before enjoying cracker views of Hyacinth Macaw and White 

Woodpecker. Then we took a speedboat and sailed along the Cuiabá River on the way to the 

Tree Brothers River junction. This area holds perhaps the largest density of jaguars in the 

world, and sightings of these cats are almost guaranteed. But what is particularly 

extraordinary here is the chance to observe their natural behavior as well. It indeed did not 

take long until we saw a large adult resting on a huge dead trunk, 10 meters above the river 

surface.  

 

 
Jaguar 
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Jaguar 

 

The big cat was there, easy, lazy, and resting, and the presence of at least 10 boats with 

photographers and wildlife watchers seemed not to bother it at all. We were lucky to watch it 

for almost 20 minutes, even when it almost fell from the tree. It was amazing! 

On the way back from the jaguar excursion we found a nice Collared Plover, Black 

Skimmer, Yellow-billed and Large-billed Terns, and Black-bellied Whistling Duck, and 

at sunset several Band-tailed Nighthawks were noticed in the sky. We got back to the lodge 

for another tasty meal and celebrated the success of another great day. 

 

 
Collared Plover 
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Black Skimmer 

 

The next day we sailed once more on the Cuiabá River, but we could not find too many new 

bird species except a flock of White-browed Blackbirds, two Rusty-collared Seedeaters, 

two Orange-winged Amazons flying distantly, Capped Heron, and Bat Falcon. Another 

Rusty-backed Spinetail and Pale-legged Hornero also made an appearance. 

We received a radio call that another jaguar had been spotted along the river, and as soon as 

we arrived we found this large and impressive beast resting and relaxing on the beach sand as 

a true king of the Pantanal. We also saw more giant otters and capybaras as well.  

 

 
Capybara 

 

Then we decided to return to the lodge and get ready to leave the Pantanal on our last day of 

the tour, but we still had unfinished business. We needed to find one more target: Red-legged 

Seriema.  

We had only one chance to find the seriema, and this was on the drier parts of the Pantanal, 

especially around Pousada Piuval. Unfortunately, we could not find it along the entire 

Transpantaneira. But we asked permission at Pousada Piuval to drive along the track that 

leads toward the river, and at the eleventh hour we found two Red-legged Seriemas. One of 

them, on the ground, exhibited an amazing calling performance, and the other one responded 

from a perch at the top of a tree. What a finale!  
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Red-legged Seriema 

 

Finally it started to rain quite a lot, and we headed back to Cuiabá to have our last dinner 

together as a group and celebrate an amazing ñHeart of Brazil 2017ò tour. 

 

 

Cerrado Endemics and Brazilian Merganser Extension  

 

The next day, while some of the participants of our main tour connected with their flights to 

Foz do Iguaçu, some of us flew to Belo Horizonte to start our Minas Gerais extension. The 

main reason of this extension was to find the Critically Endangered (IUCN) Brazilian 

Merganser as well as a different set of endemic birds of this part of the Cerrado habitat, 

visiting the Serra da Canastra National Park and Serra do Cipó. We also visited a patch of 

Atlantic Forest around Caraça. Another target of the extension was finding the other two big 

mammals of Brazil that are more difficult to see in the Pantanal: giant anteater and maned 

wolf. 

Unfortunately, we were stuck at Brasilia airport due to a flight delay and arrived at Belo 

Horizonte in the state of Minas Gerais later than expected. As soon as we arrived at the 

airport we headed to the legendary 18th century monastery Santuário do Caraça, whose 

location is beautiful indeed. This old monastery provides accommodations and food for those 

who decided to spend a few nights disconnected from the noise of the city, for those who 

want to participate in spiritual retreats, or for those, like us, who want to watch one of the 

most secretive mammals of South America, the maned wolf. 
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Santuário do Caraça 

 

 
Santuário do Caraça 

 

Since 1982 the monks leave food to attract wolves to come to the entrance of the monastery. 

But, even though the sightings are almost guaranteed, the animals are still shy and 

unpredictable, as we have heard about people who actually missed the wolves in Caraça. One 

can wait for the animals to come just after dinner, which ends by 7.00 p.m., until 12.00 a.m., 

when the monks close the door of the monastery and turn off the lights.  

We were very excited and immediately after dinner went to the entrance, where right away 

we saw the imposing silhouette of a maned wolf climbing the steps and approaching the food 
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in complete silence, disregarding the presence of the three of us. It was magical indeed! The 

wolf ate some of the food, remained for five minutes, and then disappeared in complete 

silence as it had come. We decided to keep waiting for a bit longer, joined by four more 

guests. About 20 minutes later we were rewarded when two more wolves climbed up the 

steps and stayed for 15 minutes right in front of us. They were not only eating but also 

socializing, and we could hear one of them producing a soft kind of growl. It could not have 

been better! 

 

 
Maned wolf 

 

After all the excitement we had a cup of ginger tea and were ready for bed, waiting with 

anticipation for the birds of the next day. 

 

We started the day with great views of White-throated Hummingbird  at the gardens in 

front of the monastery entrance, then we saw several Dusky-legged Guans and the endemic 

Pallid Spinetail. We climbed a rocky, steep trail to reach the territory of the Hyacinth 

Visorbearer, and after a few minutes we managed to find this localized endemic. Then we 

explored the surroundings of the monastery and were able to observe Violet-capped 

Woodnymph, Surucua Trogon, Spixôs Spinetail, and Planalto Tyrannulet. On a forest 

trail we had brief views of a male Blue Manakin and found another Surucua Trogon, the 

endemic Serra Antwren, Variable Antshrike , Sepia-capped Flycatcher, Yellow-lored 

Tody-Flycatcher, Greenish Schiffornis, White-rimmed Warbler , White-breasted 

Tapaculo, and the striking, endemic Gilt -edged Tanager. 

In the afternoon we explored the road of the Fazenda Engenho, a road that passes through 

open fields and some secondary growth vegetation with small marshes. It was very 

productive, with great views of Ruby-crowned Tanager, the endemics Rufous-headed 

Tanager, Golden-chevroned Tanager, and Cinnamon Tanager. We also saw the common 

Sayaca and Palm Tanagers, Bananaquit, Planalto Tyrannulet, Blue Dacnis, the endemic 

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant , Yellow-headed Caracara, the endemic Band-tailed Hornero, a 

few Red-legged Seriemas, and a secretive Blackish Rail that was seen nicely at the end of 

the day.  

We came back to the monastery, and after dinner we decided to give the wolf another try. 

Unfortunately, even though we waited until 10.00 p.m., this time only one sneaky individual 

came to the entrance, took a piece of food, and disappeared in less than three minutes; 
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certainly we had made the right move the previous night. We said good night and made our 

ways to our respective rooms through cloisters and monastery halls. My room was outside the 

main building in the garden in front of the monastery. I was stunned when I walked to my 

door and not less than 20 meters from me I saw a maned wolf standing under the main 

threshold, illuminated only by the soft light of a lantern and watching me directly. I could not 

move, thinking of taking a picture, but I knew that the light was too poor to even try. Finally 

the majestic animal disappeared very slowly like a ghost that vanishes in the dark. 

 

The next morning we repeated the forest trail, seeing Golden-chevroned Tanager again, in 

addition to Burnished-buff  and Gilt -edge Tanagers, and having cracking views of Rufous-

capped Spinetail, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, the endemic Velvet 

Black Tyrant , and Planalto Hermit .  

In the late morning we left the monastery in time to accomplish our long drive to São Roque 

de Minas. We had lunch on the road, and the whole drive took about six hours. Before getting 

to São Roque we had splendid views of the near-endemic Golden-capped Parakeet and 

more Toco Toucans. After arrival at our hotel we had dinner and then went to bed 

immediately to have a good rest after the long day in order to get ready for tomorrowôs 

experiences. 

 

 
Golden-capped Parakeet 

 

We had an early start to explore the lowest parts of the Canastra National Park exclusively, 

scanning the waters of the São Francisco River, which is home of probably the largest 

population of the Critically Endangered (IUCN) Brazilian Merganser. According to the last 

census, the park holds only 40 breeding pairs, and it is believed that the world population is 

limited to 220 individuals only. We drove along the river while making stops at different 

reliable stakeouts, but no luck. However, we managed to see Glittering -bellied Emerald, 

Campo Flicker, Toco Toucan, Buff -fronted Foliage-gleaner, Sooty Tyrannulet, Grey-

chested Greenlet, Red-eyed Vireo, White-collared Swift, Southern Yellowthroat, 

Grassland Sparrow, Grey Pileated Finch, and Grey-headed Tanager. But suddenly our 

local guide and assistant asked us to stop the vehicle before a bridge and suggested that we 

cross the bridge on foot.  Like an act of magic we immediately had crippling views of a pair 

of Brazilian Mergansers swimming in the clear waters of the São Francisco River. Bingo!  
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Brazilian Merganser 

 

In the afternoon we birded near the town of São Roque, finding White-vented Violetear, 

Swallow-tailed Hummingbird , Bran-colored Flycatcher, and Toco Toucan and having 

brief views of Small-billed Tinamou. Finally, at the end of another great day in Brazil, we 

had yet another celebratory dinner.  

 

Today it was time to switch our comfortable vehicle for a rather old, but strong, 1985 4x4 

jeep. The plan was to drive all the way to the upper parts of the Serra Canastra National Park 

to look for some localized grassland species and the last of our missing big mammals of 

Brazil, giant anteater.  

The road was bad, but not as tough as the roads we are used to drive sometimes in Peru, 

Ecuador, or Colombia, although it took almost two hours to get into the park.  

Immediately after our arrival in the park we saw the splendid Cock-tailed Tyrant  and later 

the endemic Dubois Seedeater, Stripe-tailed Yellow Finch, Pampa Finch, Ochre-breasted 

Pipit , Southern Yellowthroat, Grey Monjita , White-rumped Monjita , White-eared 

Puffbird , Sharp-tailed Grass Finch, White-tailed Hawk, and Firewood-gatherer . Sadly, 
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