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OurfiHeart of Brazil201@ t our t hrough t he CRantanalthsefor t he A
sure one of the best trips we have ever run in that amazing country. | was happy to lead this
tour again in the company of the best group of participants that any guide can expect to have.
This tour offersgreat birdingand probably the Is¢ wildlife experience in this part of the

world. Our tour visied three main natural ecosystems in the huge Brazilian state of Mato
Grossoithe Cerradpthe Amazon, and the Pantanal. We have careftligsema selection of

locations, lodges, and hotels affer our clients the best chances for wildldadthe best

birding experienceas wellasgood accommodation facilitieg order toprovide them witha

wonderful holiday experience We al so added our ACerrado E
Me r g a n s e rn@&xtensionDuring this taur vé managed to reco&R5 species of birds

including 25 species of parro@s wellas25 species of mammalscluding thedig fivebof

Brazil (jaguargiantanteaterjowlandtapir, manedwolf, andgiant otter).

Havingarrivedsafely in Cuiabé in central Brazil we started our tour immediately, heading for

the Chapada dos Guimardes National Park, situated not only in central Brazil but even
including the geographical center of South America. Chapada dos Guimaraes @ part
Brazil 6s vast tropi cal whiahvi; ona af the dchesteofallo n , t
tropical savanna regions and has high levelsnoemism, lcaracterized by enormous ranges

of plant and animal biodiversityOur fabulous birding soon started ajpothe way as we
approached Chapada dos Guimarédes, Witbo Toucan Peachfronted Parakeet Chalk-

browed Mockingbird, Rufous Hornero, Rusty-margined Flycatcher, Cliff Flycatcher,

Black andTurkey Vultures, Guira Cuckoo, andPicazuro Pigeonall showingwell. Further

along the road, near the scenic Hell 6s Gat e,
Blue-winged Macaw, and with a nice pair dRed-and-green Macaws. We exploeda road
thatleadsdeep into the Cerrado, asdonwe found the endend Chapada Flycatcherand

were reward with splendid views of two birds displaying. Other birds in the area idclude
Southern Lapwing, Groove-billed Ani, White-eyed Parakeet Tropical Kingbird ,
Rufous-bellied Thrush, andPurple-throated Euphonia.
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Chapada dos Guimaréaes scenery

Aroundnoon wearrived atthe little town of Chapadavhere wehadour first lunch in a local
restaurant. Then we went to our next destinatfRwusada d®@aque within the Chapada dos
GuimaraesNational Park. It was very hot when we arrived, so we decided to have a short
break and leave by 3:30m. toward the Vale dBeng& area outside the lodge property. This
great spot holds a nice foremtd provide some interesting speciesuchas Rufous-tailed
Jacamar, Plain Antvireo, Swallow Tanager Blue Dacnis Sayaca Tanager Palm
Tanager, Saffron-billed Sparrow, Moustached Wren Thrush-like Wren, Short-crested
Flycatcher, Blue-crowned Trogon, Amazonian Motmot, and Channelbilled Toucan. We
came back to the lodge in time to tick sev&hbpi Blackbirds andSaffron Finches After
dinner we tried for some night birds around the property and did fireding Tropical
ScreechOwl, Little Nightjar , andPauraque. This was our first day birding in Brazil

The second day of the trip was erlraledicated to exploringeveral hotspots in the
Cerrado the Agua Fria andCachoeira d&eladeiraareas We managed to arrange an early
breakfast to be in the field as gkiig as possibleOur first target was the mesatantedCoal-
crested Finch and we were lucky to have great views of two birds as ssave arrived.
Other birds include White-eared Puffbird, the elusiveCollared CrescentchestPurplish
Jay, Buff-necked Ibis Yellow-headed Caracara Southern Crested Caracara Rufous-
winged Antshrike, Barred Antshrike, Plain-crestedandLesser Elaenia, Grey Monjita ,
Grassland Sparrow, Black-faced Tanager White-rumped Tanager, and White-banded
Tanager. Late n the morning we tried Valela Bengdo again looking for the elusive
Pheasant Cuckoo Rather than show well it flew aboveur heads twice, in response to the
tape and providd fly-by views only.However, we did welbn finding our next targetthe
seldomseenSharp-tailed Streamcreeper This bird, which is widespread in South America,
is rare everywhereand only Brazil offersa good chancéo see it We were rewarded with
brilliant views of one individual in response to the tapeon after thigxcitemenwe scored
with threeBrown Jacamars perched on a tree above the strdmfore returnindo the lodge
for lunch.
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After a midday break we drove to tfeemousBridal Veil Waterfall, looking for the sought
after Blue Finchbut there was no trace of it. ladtit was rather quietwith only Swallow
Tanager, White-eyed Parakeet Cliff Flycatcher, Tropical Kingbird , and Blue Dacnis
making an appearance.

“Bridal Veil Waterfall

We returned to the lodge and were lucky enough to get amazing viewsale&cissor
tailed Nightjar on the road. We decided #&dsotry for Rufous Nightjarbut, no matter how
hard we tried, we gainly a poor untickableglimpse ofits silhouette

The last full day in Chapada weaather an intense dagledicated to explore a mix of habitats
and get as many species as possWe tried theAgua Fria andCachoeira d&Geladeirsareas
againin the morning and th&ale daBemgéd and theiiMi r ant e d eareaG(Ehe d ®s i a
geodesiacenter of South American the afternoon.

Our morning was quite successful with viewsSafiriri Flycatcher, Caatinga Puffbird,
Burrowing Owl, Masked Gnatcatcher Pale-breasted Spinetail Southern White-fringed
Antwren, Yellow-bellied Elaenia Sibilant Sirystes Red Pileated Fnch, and Black-
throated Saltator.

In the afternoonhe Vale daBenc& was a bit quiet, but we managed to get at least five
Swallow-tailed Kites, a few Plumbeous Kites, and a singleMississippi Kite. Other birds
included Lineated Woodpecker Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Boat-billed Flycatcher,
Streaked Flycatcher Variegated Flycatcher, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Red-shouldered
Macaw, Band-tailed Manakin, Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, and Glittering -bellied
Emerald. Then we exploreda forest patch where we got a glimpse dfiery-capped
Manakin. Later in the afternoomwe checkd the trail that leds to the geodesiccenter
hopng to find Blue Finch but noluck again However,we hadnice views ofCrested Black
Tyrant.

Our last morning in Chapadame with a prelawn start, which alloed us to have good
views of Nacunda Nighthawk in flight. After an early breakfaste spent twdiours birding
around the lodge and enjoy&bat-billed Flycatcher, Purplish Jay, Rufous Hornero, a
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Planalto Hermit that came right into theiming room providing quick but good views,
Saffron Finch, Chopi Blackbird, Picazuro Pigeon and great views of the handsoiPale-
crested Woodpeckerjust in the lodge clearing. Walso encountered family of Brazilian
guinea piga medium size native rodent, which occurs around the lodge area. Aftesuvgo h
of birding we left Pousaddo Parque. This is bfar the best lodge in the area: nice setting
good birds, friendly staffand great food! The first leg of the trip endenld ave drove back to
the Cuiala airport to connecwvith our domestic flight to Altdloresta for the Amazon leg of
the tour.

Afteranhoud s f | i g ht wefraaahed th€ Anmaaoh ®wn of AliEdoresta We were
met by the Cristalino Lodge stafand theytransferred us to the headquarters office in town
just for a short briefing, and then immediately by car to the dock at the Teles Pires River.
During the drive along pastures and secondary forest with Mauritia palms we made a stop to
look for the secretiw Point-tailed Palmcreeperat its usual spot and alsaw Sulphury
Flycatcher, Neotropical Palm Swift, and Red-breasted Blackbird. After good views of
these birdsve reached the dock and theok aboat to head to Cristalino Lodge. During the
boat ride we had good views ¥ellow-billed Tern, White-winged, White-banded and
Southern Roughwinged Swallows, Swallow-winged Puffbird, Green lbis, our first
Sunbittern, Pied Plover, Red-throated Piping Guan, Razor-billed Curassow, Neotropic
Cormorant, Anhinga, Great Black Hawk, Roadside Hawk Pale-vented Pigeon Greater
Ani, Palerumped Swift, Lineated Woodpecker Black Caracara, Red-throated
Caracara, Band-tailed Antbird , Drab Water Tyrant, and Red-capped Cardinal. Before
we reackd the lodgave were lucky to spot lwlandtapir along the Cristalino River. Once
we arrivedat the lodgewe madeour way toour rooms and organizeourseVes before
dinner. After dinnemwe were lucky to have scopesws of aCrested Owlaround the dimg
room building and wesawanotherPauraque before we finally wento our roons.

Thenextmorning we tooka boat to explore the waters of the Cristalino Riardthis was a
good choice. We managed to figdeatbirds suchas Green lIbis, Sunbittern, Blue-and-
yellow Macaw, Dusky-billed Parrotlet, Ringed Woodpecker Bat Falcon, Bare-necked
Fruitcrow , a femaleSpangled Cotinga Band-tailed Antbird , Drab Water Tyrant, the
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localized Glossy Antshrike, Red-throated Piping Guan, Bare-faced and Razor-billed
Curassows, Anhinga, King Vulture , Ruddy Pigeon Grey-fronted Dove, Greater Ani,
Amazon, and Ringed Kingfishers, Grey-rumped Swift, White-throated Toucan, and
Paradise Jacamar Perhaps the best sighting was the amazmgle Amazonian
Umbrellabird flying by but allowing good viewsncluding all field marks

. Y

Dusy-billed Parrotlet

We alsosaw two more lowland tpirs andhad our first encounter with thenBangered
(IUCN) giantotters We wentto the lodje to get a shower before lunahd then a short break
beforeleavingto theforest again. In the afternoarve tried the Castdneira trail (Brazil Nut
Tree) but the activity was rather lawHowever we managed téind Amazonian Trogon,
Blue-necked Jacamar Cream-colored and Red-necked Woodpeckers Bar-breasted
Piculet, and flyingby views ofChestnut-fronted Macaw andForest Elaenia

Lowlandtapir
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The next day we hikedp the Serra Trail whosedeciduous forgsholds some specials. One
of them isNatterer6 s S| at y, which toskisome kinge but fortunatdipally showed
very well. From a stakeouwe had good views of White-browed Purpletuft, Tapajos
Hermit, Masked Tanager, Piratic Flycatcher, Brown-banded andPied Puffbirds, Black-
fronted Nunbird, and Greater Yellow-headed Vulture. Then we flushed twoBlackish
Nightjars from the trail.Zi mme r 6 STyramtp \Whyte-bellied Tody-Tyrant, Masked
Tityra, and the localized ooth-billed Wren allowed good viewsLater we left the Serra
Trail andmade our wayo one of thesaleiros (clay licks), and we were lucky tod a small
flock of the soughtafter Crimson-bellied Parakeet Other birds include Long-tailed
Tyrant, Rosebreasted Chat Red-crowned Ant Tanager, andHelmeted TodyTyrant.

Crimsonbellied Parakeet

Our afternoon plans were spal by sudden heavy rain, bas soonas it had passed we
heactd to the psihiia which is a small pond of waten the forestthat attract birds
Unfortunately, the pondvas almost empty, and it was not attracting all expected species
However; wehad nice views ofBand-tailed Antbird , Dot-backed Antbird, Bare-eyed
Antbird , Brown-winged Schiffornis, and a secretivRkuddy Quail-Dove, which was seen

by some only.

Getting bak to the lodge at dusk allowed us to see our Bestt-billed Heron andCommon
Potoa

Thenextdaywe went to the 5@netershigh (165 feet) scaffold tower. The main idea was to
get as many canopy species as posshalé unfortunatelyhe morning was coved by mist.
Nevertheless we remaindigh an the top platformtrying to see as much as we could, and
we did indeed. Rapidly we got nice scope views of nobshe specieso be seerirom the
tower, suchas Blue-and-yellow, Red-and-green and Scarlet Macaws a secondrown-
banded Puffbird for the triplist was very welcomeandWhite-necked Puffbird as wellas
Black-eared Fairy, Blue Dacnis Black-faced Dacnis Bay-headed Tanager Paradise
Tanager, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, a male Spanded Cotinga, a male Bare-necked
Fruitcrow , andCrested Becard
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Cristalino Lodge tower

It startedto get very hagtand the mist did not vanisin additionwe were constantly bothered
by swea bees and wasp sowe decided talescendand explore the forest trajleoping to

find understory species. We actually did wélkcause the first bird we found wBanded
Antbird . This lovely terrestrial bird must be one of the most attractive species in the.family
It kees maintaining a tertory near the bottom of the tower. We alsaw Ruddy-tailed
Flycatcher and Amazonian Royal Flycatcher Later we addedPlain Xenops Spi x 0 s
Woodcreeper, Grey Antwren, Pygmy Antwren, S c | a tAetwréns Rufous-rumped
Foliage-gleaner, Squirrel Cuckoo, Long-tailed Woodcreeper, Olivaceous Flatbill, and
White-crested Spadebill

In the afternoorwe tooka boat and safld downstream beyond the junction with the Teles
Pires River.On the Teles Pirewe had the chance to exploaesmall river islandand we
found severalLadder-tailed Nightjars roosting on the sand andurprisingly Lesser
Nighthawks as well. Morebirds we saw wer@ied Plover, Yellow-billed andLarge-billed
Terns, Palevented Pigeon andAmazonian Inezia We left the small island and gobskr

to some small rock island formatignsherewe were delightd to see at least teBlack-
collared Swallows ready to roost. When evheaéd back to the lodgeve suddenly noticed
something floating othe water, it was ayellow-footed brtoisethat somehovwhadgotten in

the water andvas ready to drownWe rescued the poor creature out of the water and took it
with us to leave it irasafer place. Itd worth highlighting that on thigver trip we managed

to see two mordowland @pirs. Before we reackd the lodgewe heardTawny-bellied
Screech Ow| but unfortunatelyt did not play for us this time.

The following day as was regular while staypg at Cristalino, we had a delicious early
breakfastand then we left the lodge to explore some of the traitduding the famous Dr.
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Haffer Trail, in search of @me bamboo specialsstIt took some timebut we got decent
views of Manu Antbird , Large-headed and Dusky-tailed Flatbills, S p is X\@rbling
Antbird, Grey Antbird, Collared Trogon, Bronzy Jacamar, a female Red-headed
Manakin, Spi x0s Wo,oFdstiated e Antshrike White-eyed Antwren, Long-
winged Antwren, Dot-winged Antwren, Long-billed Gnatwren, Dwarf Tyrant Manakin ,
and thenoisy Screaming Piha On the way back to the lodgee were lucky to see another
lowlandtapirandgray lrocket a smalldeer.

We returned to the lodge for luncénd after our usual midday breake went to visit the
magical water spot, which conggff an artificial water cotainer strategically located in the
forest groundand attractng many different speciesof birds that comesvery afternoon to
drink. I hadvisited this place before, during our 2015 tour, but this year the experience was
beyondmy wildest dreams. We had twait some time, but it was well worth About 40
minutes after wéad arrivedve sawthe firstBrown-winged Schiffornis, andthen we were
blown awayby the striking presence of the incredible m&tow-capped Manakin. Other
species joining the fraywerePlain-brown Woodcreeper, Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner,
Saturnine Antshrike, Cinereous Antshrike, Dot-backed and Spot-backed Antbirds
together at the same timegt onebut six (!) Xingu Scalebacked Antbirds, White-winged
Shrike-Tanager, Bare-eyed Artbird , and finallyBlack-spotted Bareeye

We returned to the lodget dusk and were lucky to s&hort-tailed Nighthawk on our way
back We alsofound Common PotooandanotherBoat-billed Heron. We alsomanaged to
seeapaca, which is the largesthdnocturna) rodenthere,and adwarf caimanas well

Boatbilled Heron

Our last day at Cristalino Loddgead arrivedand we were sad to leave this fantastic place.
We hadfour hours of birding beforgve hadto leave the lodge by 1&m., and we decided to
maximizethat timeas best as possible. After another predawn breatfadeft the lodge
before dawron the way to Towed. On the way to the tower wieund our first targetthe

X
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recently describedlta Floresta Antpitta. It did not tale long to get this bird quite close in
front of the whole group. Witlour spirits high we climbedthe tower. Brtunately, the
weathertodaywas perfecgtwithout themist of the previous days. The birdsarted to show
soon and what birds! WeawBlue-headed Parrot Blue-and-yellow Macaw, Red-necked
Aracari, Goul d 6 s ,Bladk-oezked Aracari, Curl-crested Aracari, Bare-necked
Fruitcrow , Spangled Cotingaand a maléompadour Cotinga We werealsoable to scope
a distantwWhite-browed Hawk and doservedParadise Bay-headed Green-and-gold, and
Opal-rumped Tanagers, Cream-colored Woodpecker Scaly-breasted Woodpeckey
Black-faced Dacnis Black-bellied Cuckoaq Masked Tityra, White-lored Tyrannulet,
Slaty-capped ShrikeVireo, Tawny-crowned Greenlet Variable Oriole, Flame-crested
Tanager, Yellow-backed Tanager anda fewMato Grosso Swiftsflying very close to us.
We could not havénada better goodbye from the tower. Aftire activity endedve went
back to the lodge to get our final shower and rgetly for the boat transfer back to Alta
Floresta.

The Cristalino Lodgetaff transferred us back to Allorestawhere wehadlunch, and then
to the airport to conneetith our onehour flight back to Cuiad Herewe were met by our
van and immediatelyreaed to Poco®, which is the last village beforene reacles the
Transpantaerafi hi ghway o, a red dirt road that |l ead
PantanalWe left Pocoé behind andsoonarrivedat Pousada Piuval, our final destination for
theday. We were officially in the Pantanal!

We had an early stabefore breakfast, drivingcross thegroundsof Pousada Piuvahnd
looking for agiant anteatethat hadoeen seen in the area the night before by othergjunest
we did not havenyluck. However we had great views duff-neckedandthe handsome
Plumbeous lbises Southern Lapwing, Southern Screamer Cattle Tyrant, Wood Stork,
Jabiru, severalSouthern Crested Caracars, Guira Cuckoo, Fork-tailed Flycatcher,
Peachfronted Parakeet Toco Toucan Sayaca Tanager Saffron Finch, and our only
Yellowish Pipit.

Iumbeous Ibis
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Jabiru

After an houd s b iwe rdpidlgwgent for our beakfast, and immediately aftere returned

to the field. This time we explored the decidusumodlands behind the lodge on the way to
the BentoGomesRiver. Here wesaw Campo Flicker, Greater Rhea Narrow-billed
Woodcreeper, Chaco Chachalacathe endemicChestnut-bellied Guan, Whistling Heron,
Picazuro Pigeon and Yellow-chevroned Parakeetand had outstanding views of a pair of
Hyacinth Macaws. We alsohad nice views ofGrey-crested Cachdote and severaMonk

Parakeets On the way back to the lodge we passed a maisére weenjoyedgreat views
of Sunbittern, Limpkin , andPurple Gallinule.

Hya'cinth Macaw

By noonthe temperaturbadturnedvery hotand the bird activity very quiefo we went to
have lunch and then letousada Piuval towamlr next port of call, the rustic Pouso Alegre
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Lodge. This was the first time we stayed at this lodfier numerousrecommendations,
saying thaeventhough the lodge ibasicit provides good chances for birds and wildlife.

In the afternoonwe had great views ofHelmeted Manakin, Black-bellied Antwren,
Flavescent Warbler, Turquoise-fronted Amazon, Chestnuteared Aracari, and more
Hyacinth Macaws. We found a large group &outh Americarcoatis before the end of the
day, andat duskwe managed tbhavegood views ofSpot-tailed Nightjar .

The following day we drove around the lodgsvoodlands befa breakfast, finding more
Chaco ChachalacasYellow-chevroned Parakeet and Southern Beardless Tyrannulet
The lodge feeder was full ofellow-billed Cardinals, Saffron Finches Shiny Cowbirds,
Greyish Baywing, a couple ofChestnut-eared Aracaris, and anice pair ofBare-faced
Curassows. After breakfastwe again went to explore the woodlandsound the lodge,
finding the incredibleRed-billed Scythebill, Great Rufous Woodcreeper Planalto Slaty
Antshrike, Rufous Hornero, Masked Gnatcatcher, andFerruginous PygmyOwl, and our
driver had the chance to proof his birding skitlg finding a Great Potoo roosting at
daytime.

Barefaced Curassow
After lunch we made a stop at the Rio Claro Lodge for a short bestuseve knewthatwe
could findNanday (Black-hooded Parakeetthere, and as soon as we gat of the vehicle
we saw at least four individuals in the lodge garden. We bought some cold drinks aad took
walk around the propertyfinding our only Bare-faced Ibis, Blue crowned Parakeet
anotheWhistling Heron, and moreSouthern Lapwings.
After 30 minutes we left the Rio Claro Lodged headed tward the PantanaMato Grosso
Hotel, which was our next destination for two nights. We tried to see as many birds as
possible before the end of the dhyt managed to see on(yreat Black Hawk, Turquoise-
fronted Amazon, a nice Red-crested Cardinal, Rufous Hornero, Plush-crested Jay
severalYellow-billed Cardinal s, and flyby views ofBlue-throated Piping Guan.

Before breakfasthe next morningwe wallked along the airfield and addedhicolored
Blackbird , White-headed Marsh Tyrant, Picui Ground Dove Chotoy Spinetail, Rufous-
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fronted Thornbird , Greater Thornbird , Monk and Peachfronted Parakeets, Southern
Crested Caracara and manycapybaras.

After breakfastwe tooka boatride along theRio Pixaim. Bzenthoughsomeone might think
this is a river, the Pixaim seems to be a lake that esxd®e Transpantaneira. This water
system holds several interesting specaasl we sawAmerican Pygmy, Amazon, Green,
Ringed, and Greenrand-rufous Kingfishers, Pale-vented Pigeon Anhinga, Neotropic
Cormorant, Blue-throated Piping Guan, an awesome flock ddolden-collared Macaws,
Pale-legged Hornerg Agami Heron, Black-collared Hawk, Rufescent TigerHeron, Snail
Kite, Roadside Hawk and Cocoi Heron andhad a nice encounter with family of giant
otters.

Agami Heron
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Giant otter

After the boat tripve explorel the gallery forest trail that passbehind the lodge parallel to
the Pixaim. Here we were able to fihérge-billed Antwren, Straight-billed and Buff-
throated Woodcreepes, Rusty-backed Spinetail Mato Grosso Antbird, Yellow-chinned
and White-lored Spinetails, brief views of Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant, Blue-crowned
Trogon, Grey-fronted Dove, Mousecolored Tyrannulet, Olivaceous Flatbill, Buff-
breasted Wren Orange-backed Troupial, Green-backed Becard Rufous-browed
Peppershrike, Olivaceous WoodcreeperandRufous-tailed Jacamar.

In theafternoonwe took aboat trip againhoping for the nocturnal Zigzag Heroht the spot
where we saw the Zigzag Heron last year were distraeid by somenoise and motion
coming from the bush. Wwere shocked wherwe saw a jaguar at an incredibtjose
distance getting into the slllow edge othewater, taking a bath, swimming slowly, getfin
out of the water again, walking alonige shore, and even chewisgmegreen leaves. We
were blessd to see thisnagnificent creature for about 10 minutes by owesiwithoutany
other boatn sight, before it disappeared backtiarthe vegetation. Th&igzag Heronnever
answeed back but thesighting of the aguar and thdollowing amazing sunset upoRio
Pixaim could not makéor a more perfeatnd for another great day in the Pantanal
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Sunset in the Pantanal

After dinnerwe decided to do a short night drive along the Fazenda Santa Teresa track and
managed to spot anothervland tapir and a pair of cragating bxes.

The next day we lethe Pantanallato Grosso HotelOur plan was birding all the ay to the
end of the Transpamara road to the famous Hotel Porto okt the shores of the Cuéab
River. During the morning we saw many of our usual suspectsasWiood Stork, Jabiru,
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Limpkin , Black-collared Hawk, Snail Kite, Grey-breasted Martin, and Brown-chested
Martin , but we also added some goodiée Rufous Casiornis Black-crowned Tityra,
Scarletheadal Blackbird, Black-backed Water Tyrant, Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted
Sandpiper, White-wedgel Piculet, and Great Horned Owl in its usual roosting tree. We
arrived at Porto Jak to have another tasty Braaili lunch and get ready for ouaguar
excursion in the afternoon

Great Horned Owl

We left Porto Jak, but not beforeenjoying cracker views dflyacinth Macaw and White
Woodpecker. Then we tooka speedboat and sailed along the CaiRbver on the way to the
Tree Brothers Rer junction. This area holds perhaps the largest densifggofars in the
world, and sightingsof these catsare almost guaranteed.uB what is particularly
extraordinaryhereis the chance to observe their natural behaea® well. ltindeeddid not
take long until we saw a large adult resting on a huge dead ttOnketers abovine river
surface.
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Jaguar

The big cat was thereeasy, lazy andresting and the presence of at least 10 boats with
photographers and wildlife watchers segimotto bother it at all. We were lucky to watch it
for almost ® minuteseven whentialmost fdl from the tree. It was amazihg

On the way back from theaguar excursion wdound a nice Collared Plover, Black
Skimmer, Yellow-billed andLarge-billed Terns, andBlack-bellied Whistling Duck, and

at sunset sever&8and-tailed Nighthawks were noticed in the sky. We got back be todge

for another tasty meal amelebratd the success oinathergreat day.

e

........

Collared Plover
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BIakSklmmer

The nextday wesailed once moren the Cuiald River, butwe could not findoo many new
bird speciesexcepta flock of White-browed Blackbirds, two Rusty-collared Seedeates,
two Orange-winged Amazors flying distantly, Capped Heron and Bat Falcon. Another
Rusty-backed SpinetailandPale-legged Horneroalso mae an appearance.

We receiveda radio call that anothgaguarhad beerspoted along the riverand as sooas
we arrivel we found this large and impressive beast resting andimglax the beach sand as
a trueking of the Pantanal. Walso sawmnoregiant otters anccapybaras as well.

Capy. ara

Thenwe decided to return to the lodge and get ready to leave the Pantanal on our last day of
the tour but we still ha unfinished businesdVe neeédto find one more target: Rddgged
Seriema

We had oty one chance to find theeriema, andhis was on the drier parts of the Pantanal
especially aroundPousada PiuvalUnfortunately, we could not find it along thentire
Transpantadra. But we asked permissionat Pousada Piuvab drive along the track that
leadstowardthe river and at thesleventh hour we found twRed-legged SeriemasOneof
them,on the groundexhibitedan amazing catg performanceand the otheone responded

from a perclat thetop ofatree. What a fiale!
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Redlegged Seriema

Finally it startedto rain quite a lotand we heagedd back to Cuiah to haveour last dinner
together as a group and celebrate an amdziHge a Brazil 201D tour.

Cerrado Endemics and Brazilian Merganser Extension

The next day while some othe participants of oumain tour connectedith their flights to
Foz do Iguag, some of us flew to Belo Horizonte startour Minas Gerais extension. The
main reason of this extension wé&s find the Qitically Endangered(IUCN) Brazilian
Merganseras well asa different set of endemic birds diig part of the Cerrado habitat,
visiting the Serra d&€arastra National Park and Serra @p6. We also visited patch of
Atlantic Forest aroundCaragaAnother target of the extensiovas findng the other two big
mammals of Brazil that ammore difficult to sedn the Pantanalgiant anteater andnaned
wolf.

Unfortunately, we were st at Brasilia airport du¢o a flight delay and arrive@t Belo
Horizontein the state of Minas Geralater than expected. As soon a® arrivedat the
airport we heaed to the legendaryl8" century monastery Sarario do Caraca whose
location is beautiful indeed. This old monastery proyaecommodatiomiand food for those
who decided to spend few nights disconnected from the noise of the city, for those who
want to participate in spiritual retreats for those like us who want to watch one of the
most secretive mammals of South America,rttamedwolf.
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Santuario d Caraca

Santuério d Caraca

Since 1982he monks leave food to attract wolves to coméhe entrance of the monastery.
But, even though the sightings are almoguaranteed, the animalare still shy and
unpredictableaswe have heard about people wdiually mssedthe wolves in Carac®ne
can wait for the animals to come just after dinner, which ends byp/00until 12.00a.m.,
when the monks close the door of the monastery and turn off the lights.

We were very xcited and immediately after dinner went to the entramdeere right away
we saw the imposing silhouette amanedwolf climbing the steps and approaching the food
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in completesilence disregardinghe presence dhethree of us. It was magicaildeed!The
wolf ate some of the food, remainéal five minutes, ad then disappeared in complete
silence as ithad cane We decided to keep waiting far bit longer joined by four more
guess. About 20 minutes latewe were rewardedvhen twomore wolves climbel up the
steps and stayed for 15 minuteght in front of us. They were not only eating baiso
socializing and we could hear one of them prougca soft kind of growl. It could ndtave
beenbetter!

Maned oIf _

After all the excitement we haa cup of ginger tea andere ready for bedwaiting with
anticipation forthebirds of the next day

We started the day with great views \White-throated Hummingbird at the gardens in
front of the monastery entrandben wesawseveralDusky-legged Guars and the endemic
Pallid Spinetail. We climbed a rockysteep trail to reach the territof the Hyacinth
Visorbearer, and aftera few minutesve managed téind this localized endemic. Thenew
explored the surroundingsof the monasteryand were able toobserve Violet-capped
Woodnymph, Surucua Trogon, Spi x 6 s ,SpdiPlanalto &yrdnnulet. On aforest
trail we had brief views of a mal&lue Manakin and foundanotherSurucua Trogon, the
endemicSerra Antwren, Variable Antshrike, Sepiacapped Flycatcher Yellow-lored
Tody-Flycatcher, Greenish Schiffornis White-rimmed Warbler, White-breasted
Tapaculo, and the strikingendemicGilt -edgel Tanager.

In the aftenoonwe explore the road of the Fazenda Engenh road that passthrough
open fields and some secondary growth vegetation with small marshes. It was very
productive with great views ofRuby-crowned Tanager the endemi Rufous-headed
Tanager, Golden-chevroned Tanager andCinnamon Tanager. We also saw the common
Saya@ andPalm Tanagers, Bananaquit, Planalto Tyrannulet, Blue Dacnis the endemic
Hangnest TodyTyrant, Yellow-headed Caracara the endemidBand-tailed Hornero, a
few Red-legged Seriemasand a secretivBlackish Rail that was seen nicelgt the end of
the dg.

We came back to the monasteand afterdinnerwe decided to givéhe wolf anothetry.
Unfortunately, everthoughwe waited until 10.00p.m., this timeonly one sneaky individual
came to the entrance, took a piece of food, and disappeared ithdesshree minutes;
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certainly wehad madehe right move the previous night. We sgabd nightand made our
ways to our respective roorttgoughcloisters and monastery halls. My room was outside the
main buildingin the garderin front of the monasteryl. was stunned whehwalked tomy
door and not less than 20 meters from me | samanedwolf standing under the main
thresholdilluminated only by the soft light cd lanternand watchingnedirectly. | could not
move thinking of takinga picture but | knewthat the light was too poor to even tBmally

the majestic animal disappeared very slolilg a ghost that vanigsin the dark

The rext morning we repeated the forest tragdeingGolden-chevroned Tanager again, in

addition toBurnished-buff andGilt-edge Tanages, and having crackingiews of Rufous-

capped Spinetail Olivaceous WoodcreeperYellow-bellied Elaenia the endemid/elvet

Black Tyrant, andPlanalto Hermit.

In the late morning wéeft the monastery in time taccomplish our longrize to S& Roque

de Minas. We had lunch on the ropadd the whole drive tockboutsix hours. Beforeyetting

to S® Roque wehad splendid views of the neandemicGolden-capped Parakeetand

more Toco Toucans After arrival at our hotelwe had dinner andhen went to bed
immediatelyto have a good rest after the long day in order to get readyr t omor r ow
experiences.

/

We had an early start to explore the lowest parts of the Canastra National Park exclusively
scanning the waters of thea® Francisco Riverwhich is home of probablyhe largest
population of the @tically EndangereqlUCN) Brazilian MerganserAccordingto the last
censusthe park holds only 40 breeding paiasd itis believed thathe worll population is
limited to 220 individuals only. We drove along the riwghile making stops at different
reliable stakeoutsbut no luck. However, & managed to se@littering -bellied Emerald,
Campo Flicker, Toco Toucan Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner, Sooty Tyrannulet, Grey-
chested Greenlet Red-eyed Vireg White-collared Swift, Southern Yellowthroat,
Grassland Sparrow, Grey Pileated Finch andGrey-headed Tanager But suddenly our
local guide and assistant asked us to stop the vehicle before a brilgaggestethat we
cross the bridgen foot. Like an act of magic wemmediately hactrippling views of a pair
of Brazilian Mergansers swimming in the clear waters of th&®SFrancisco River. iBgo!

Goldencapped Parakeet

g

'
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Brazilian Merganser

In the afernoonwe birded near the town ofa® Roque finding White-vented Violetear,
Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, Bran-colored Flycatcher, and Toco Toucan and having
brief views ofSmall-billed Tinamou. Finally, at the end of another great day in Brazil, we
had yet aother celebratory dinner.

Today it was time to switcbur comfortable vehicle for eather old,but strong 1985 4x4
jeep. The plan wat® drive all the way to the upp@arts of theSerraCanastra National Park
to look for some localized grassland speaesl the last obur missing big mammals of
Brazil, giantanteater.

The road was bad, but not as tough as the roadareeused to drive sometimes in Peru,
Ecuadoror Colombia although t took almostwo hours to get ito the park.

Immediatelyafter ourarrival in the parkwve sawthe splendidCock-tailed Tyrant and later
theendemidDubois Seedeatey Stripe-tailed Yellow Finch, Pampa Finch Ochre-breasted
Pipit, Southern Yellowthroat, Grey Monijita, White-rumped Monijita, White-eared
Puffbird , Sharp-tailed Grass Finch, White-tailed Hawk, and Firewood-gatherer. Sadly,
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