CALIFORNIA EXTENSION: SAN DIEGO AND THE SALTON SEA

13 - 17 SEPTEMBER 2023
13 - 17 SEPTEMBER 2024

Birding@ Ecotours
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Jason Boyce

A beautiful reflection of Reddish Egret, which is one of our targets on this tour.
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On our southern California extension we target a number of species that are either not found on
our northern California tour because many of them reach the northernmost border of their range
only in southernmost California or are more easily seen here than elsewhere. Our special targets
include Gambel’s Quail, Abert's Towhee, Neotropic Cormorant, Cactus Wren, Reddish
Egret, Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Yellow-footed Gull, California Gnatcatcher, Inca Dove,
Lucy's Warbler, Vermilion Flycatcher, and Verdin. There is also almost always a rarity or
two to be found, in particular at the Salton Sea.

This extension to our northern California tour can also be booked as a stand-alone tour.

We will be searching for the distinctive-looking Gambel’s Quail.

Itinerary (5 days/4 nights)

Day 1. Los Angeles Basin, transfer to San Diego

If you are continuing from our northern California tour (or if you are just joining us for the San
Diego and Salton Sea extension), we will make an additional attempt at California
Gnatcatcher, after which a few parks in the Los Angeles Basin will be birded in search of
migrants. Bolsa Chica is a great spot for terns and shorebirds. The area is extensive and holds a
diverse range of species, including southern herons such as Little Blue Heron and Tricolored
Heron. It is also a rarity hotspot, and maybe we'll be lucky. We will then drive south to San
Diego, where we'll spend the night.

Overnight: San Diego.
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Day 2. Birding the Tijuana River Valley, transfer to the Salton Sea

The morning will be spent birding the Tijuana River Valley and nearby reserves for a number of
species with a southern, even Mexican flavor. Aquatic species will be numerous. We will depart
by mid-afternoon and make our way toward the Salton Sea.

Overnight: Brawley.

Day 3. Birding the Salton Sea area

Our birding will begin early at the Salton Sea. It can be fiercely hot and humid here, so the
morning will be spent birding, with a siesta in the afternoon, before venturing out again in the
early evening. We will search for Wood Stork, Fulvous Whistling Duck, Gambel's Quail,
Yellow-footed Gull, Inca Dove, Vermilion Flycatcher, Abert's Towhee, Cactus Wren,
Lucy's Warbler, Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Verdin, Black-throated Sparrow, and possible
rarities. In recent years the Salton Sea has hosted several Blue-footed Boobies as well as
California’s first Ross’s Gull!

Overnight: Brawley.

The striking Black-throated Sparrow.

Day 4. Salton Sea, the Banning area, and Morongo Valley, transfer to Los Angeles

We will return to the Salton Sea to look for anything we may have missed previously, with a
mid-morning departure northward toward Banning. Our final afternoon will be spent birding
near Banning and in Morongo Valley where we’ll be looking for any species not yet recorded on
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the tour. We will overnight in the Los Angeles area for an easy morning drive to Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX).

Overnight: Los Angeles.

Vermilion Flycatcher, another beautiful species we will be targeting on this extension.

Day 5. Departure
You may schedule an early flight home, as our motel will be near LAX.

Please note that the itinerary cannot be guaranteed as it is only a rough guide and can be
changed (usually slightly) due to factors such as availability of accommodation, updated
information on the state of accommodation, roads, or birding sites, the discretion of the guides
and other factors. In addition, we sometimes have to use a different international guide from the
one advertised due to tour scheduling.
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Duration: 5 days
Limit: 3-8
Dates: 13 - 17 September 2023
13 - 17 September 2024
Start: Los Angeles
End: Los Angeles
Prices: US$2,800 per person sharing (2023)

US$2,940 per person sharing (2024)

Single supplements: US$378 (2023)
US$395 (2024)

Price includes:

Meals
Accommodation
Transport
Guiding fees

Price excludes:

Flights

Personal insurance

Alcoholic beverages

Gratuities (please see our tipping quidelines blog)
Laundry service

Personal expenses such as gifts
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