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Silver Pheasant is one of our gorgeous targets on this trip.  
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Yunnan is the most southwestern province in China and is the countryôs most diverse province, 

biologically as well as culturally. Yunnan contains snow-capped mountains (it is at the far 

eastern edge of the Himalayan uplift) and true tropical environments, thus supporting a wide 

range of habitats and species.  

The northern part of the province forms part of the Yunnan-Guizhou (Yungui) Plateau, the 

province borders Guangxi and Guizhou in the east, Sichuan in the north, Tibet in the northwest, 

Myanmar in the west, Laos in the south, and Vietnam in the southeast.  

Unlike neighboring Sichuan, Yunnan province is relatively tiny, covering only approximately 

four percent of the land area of China, yet it supports over half of the country's bird and mammal 

species. In addition, the Yunnan mountains are an Endemic Bird Area, EBA (BirdLife 

International) centered around the Hengduan Shan (mountains). Here three restricted-range 

species occur: Brown-winged Parrotbill , Yunnan Nuthatch, and White-speckled 

Laughingthrush, as well as many other amazing birds. 

This short, small group Yunnan bird tour covers the best birding locations of the province, 

including the unparalleled Gaoligong Shan National Nature Reserve, a site which boasts over 

525 bird species within its boundaries, the southern section of which is recognized as an 

Important Bird Area (IBA) by BirdLife International.  

Some of the fantastic birds we will look for during the tour include, in addition to the 

aforementioned species: White-eared Night Heron, Mrs. Humeôs Pheasant, Silver Pheasant, 

Giant Nuthatch, Long-tailed Broadbill , Spotted Elachura (a monotypic family), Golden 

Bush Robin, Chinese Babax, Yunnan Fulvetta, Himalayan Cutia, and Yellow-throated 

Bunting.  

 

 

The almost plastic-looking Long-tailed Broadbill can be seen on this tour, it is a real beauty. 

 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tours/china-birding-tours/
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tour/birding-tour-china-18-day-sichuan/
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tours/vietnam-birding-tours/
http://datazone.birdlife.org/eba/factsheet/135
http://datazone.birdlife.org/eba/factsheet/135
http://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/15567
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Our Yunnan tour is the first of three China bird tours, the others, China: Sichuan Tour and 

China: Qinghai Tour  follow. You can also join our Taiwan: Birding Extravaganza 

immediately before Yunnan too. Combining all four tours would result in a mind-boggling, 

once-in-a-lifetime, incredibly memorable East Asian mega bird tour. 

 

 

Itinerary (9 days/8 nights) 

 

Day 1. Arrival in Kunming  and travel to Zixi Mountain Forest Park   

Arrival at Kunming Changshui International Airport in the morning. You will be met at the 

airport and then we will travel approximately three hours to Zixi Mountain Forest Park.  

If your flight cannot arrive in the morning please book a flight that arrives the previous 

afternoon, and we will be happy to arrange a hotel for you and take you out for some early 

morning birding nearby before the tour gets started.  

Overnight: Zixi Mountain Forest Park 

 

 

We will look for Spot-breasted Parrotbill at Zixi Mountain Forest Park. 

 

Day 2. Morning birding at Zixi Mountain Forest Park, afternoon travel to Lijiang   

Zixi Mountain Forest Park is about 12 miles (20 kilometers) from the southwestern city of 

Chuxiong. We will spend the morning birding at the park, where we will immediately start 

looking for the region's special birds. Over the course of the morning, we hope to find our main 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tour/birding-tour-china-18-day-sichuan/
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tour/birding-tour-china-12-day-qinghai-extension/
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tours/taiwan-birding-tours/
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L3124977?yr=all&m=&rank=mrec
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two target birds, Giant Nuthatch and Yunnan Nuthatch. Many other high-quality birds will 

also be sought, such as Azure-winged Magpie, Orange-bellied Leafbird , Long-tailed Thrush, 

Black-breasted Thrush, Chinese Thrush, Large Niltava, Pale Blue Flycatcher, Chestnut-

vented Nuthatch, Black-browed Bushtit, Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler, Blythôs Shrike-

babbler, Bar-throated Minla , Grey-hooded Fulvetta, Rufous-backed Sibia, Brown-breasted 

Bulbul , the stunning Mrs. Gouldôs Sunbird, Maroon-backed Accentor, Grey-headed 

Bullfinch , Spot-breasted Parrotbill, Godlewskiôs Bunting, and Black-faced Bunting. 

After our birding session we will spend the majority of the afternoon driving to Lijiang in the 

northwest of the province, where we will be based for the next couple of days and nights. Lijiang 

is famous (in addition to great birds) for its Old Town, which is a UNESCO World Heritage site.  

Overnight: Lijiang 

 

 

Black-browed Bushtit can be found in Zixi Mountain Forest Park (photo Summer Wong). 

 

Days 3 - 4. Birding in Lijiang  

We will have two full days birding here with many target birds to keep us busy. Highlights here 

are many but could include the restricted-range trio of White-speckled Laughingthrush, 

Brown-winged Parrotbill , and Yunnan Nuthatch. There are numerous great birding sites near 

Lijiang and we will likely spend time in some or all of the following: Lijiang Wetland Park, 

Lashixiang Nature Reserve, Yuquan Park, Black Dragon Pool, Jade Dragon Snow Mountain, and 

Tiger Leaping Gorge. It is sure to be an exciting couple of days exploring the region with an 

interesting mix of species available from the range of habitats in the area.       

 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/811
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L4602576
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L947460
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L5844522
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L947449
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L947457
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1319372
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Brown-winged Parrotbill is one of our localized targets in Yunnan (photo Summer Wong). 

 

 

Grey-winged Blackbird is a beautiful member of the thrush family. 

 

There are many other birds to keep us occupied in the Lijiang area, such as Black-tailed Crake, 

Salim Aliôs Swift, Common Pheasant, Grey Nightjar , Great Spotted Woodpecker, Spotted 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
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Nutcracker, Black-bibbed Tit , Black-streaked Scimitar Babbler, Spectacled Fulvetta, 

White-browed Fulvetta, Rusty-capped Fulvetta, and Yunnan Fulvetta, Chinese Babax, 

Elliotôs Laughingthrush, Black-faced Laughingthrush, Rufous-tailed Babbler, Bar-

throated Minla , Black-headed Sibia, White-collared Yuhina, Rufous-vented Yuhina, Grey-

winged Blackbird, Hodgsonôs Redstart, Daurian Redstart, White-capped Redstart , 

Plumbeous Water Redstart, Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush, Sharpeôs Rosefinch, Black-

headed Greenfinch, and the very pretty Yellow-throated Bunting. This area is also jam-packed 

with a wide range of tricky warblers to keep us on our toes!  

Overnight: Lijiang 

 

 

China is a wonderful country for rosefinches. We will look for Sharpeôs Rosefinch in Yunnan. 

 

Day 5. Lijiang to Baihualing 

This is essentially a travel day as we move between Lijiang and Baihualing, our base for the next 

few days. We will stop if we spot anything interesting along the way, of course. Baihualing has 

become famous over recent years due to the exceptional forest bird feeding set up, allowing for 

some amazing views and photographs of many often-secretive and rare forest birds.  

Overnight: Baihualing 

 

Days 6 - 7. Birding Gaoligong Shan National Nature Reserve 

The Gaoligong Shan area offers some of the best birding in Yunnan, if not all of China. We will 

have two full days to explore a wide range of forest locations here. Possible species we will be 

looking out for include an exciting list of gamebirds like Hill Partridge , Rufous-throated 

Partridge, Mountain Bamboo Partridge, Silver Pheasant, and Mrs. Humeôs Pheasant. 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
https://www.birdingecotours.com/tours/china-birding-tours/
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L2500082
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Mrs. Humeôs Pheasant is one of our targets here, this is one of the best places in the world to 

find this often-secretive species. 

 

 

Greater Yellownape is one of several woodpecker targets here. 
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