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CHINA: YUNNAN TOUR
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Yunnan is the most southwestern provinc€hinaandis thec o u n mosydiverse province,
biologically as well as culturallyYunnan contains snovwcapped mountaingit is at the far
eastern edge of the Himalayan uplidind true tropical environments, thus supporting a wide
range of habitats and species.

The nathern part of the province forms part of the Yum@uizhou (Yungui) Plateau, the
province borders Guangxi and Guizhou in the eishuanin the north, Tibet in theorthwest,
Myanmar in the west, Laos in the south, afietnamin the southeast.

Unlike neighboringSichuan, Yunnan province is relatively tingovering only approximately

four percent of the land area of China, yet it supports over half of the country's bird and mammal
species.In addition, the Yunnan mountains are &ndemic Bird Areg EBA (BirdLife
International centered around the Hengduan Shan (mountains). Here three restinged
species occur: Brown-winged Parrotbill, Yunnan Nuthatch, and White-speckled
Laughingthrush, aswell as many other amazing birds.

This short small groupYunnan bird tour covers the best birding locations of the province,
including the unparalleled Gaoligor$han National Nature Reserve, a site which boasts over
525 bird species within its boundasjethe southern section of which is recognized as an
Important Bird Area (IBA) byBirdLife International

Some of the fantastic birds we will look for during the tour incjushe addition to the
aforementioned specie¥/hite-eared Night Heron Mrs. Hu me 6 s P, Bilwes Bhaasant
Giant Nuthatch, Long-tailed Broadbill, Spotted Elachura (a monotypic family) Golden
Bush Robin, Chinese Babax Yunnan Fulvetta, Himalayan Cutia, and Yellow-throated
Bunting.
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Our Yunnan tour is the first of three China bird tours, the otl@nsma: Sichuan Tour and
China: Qinghai Tour follow. You can also join ourTaiwan: Birding Extravaganza
immediately before Yunnan too. Combining all four tours would result mind-boggling,
oncein-alifetime, incredibly memorabl&astAsian megabird tour.

Itinerary (9 days/8 nights)

Day 1. Arrival in Kunming and travel to Zixi Mountain Forest Park

Arrival at Kunming Changshuinternational Airport in the morning. You will be met at the
airport and then we will travel approximately three houiBixoMountain Forest Park

If your flight cannot arrive in the morning please book a flight that arrives the previous
afternoon, and we will be happy to arrange a hotel for you and take you out for some early
morning birding nearby before the tour gets started.

Overnight: Zixi Mounain Forest Park

r

Wewill look for Spotbreasted Parrotbilat Zixi Mountain Forest Park.

Day 2.Morning birding at Zixi Mountain Forest Park, afternoon travel to Lijiang

Zixi Mountain Forest Park is abouf2 miles 20 kilometer§ from the southwesternity of
Chuxiong. We will spend the morning birding at the park, where we will immediately start
looking for the region's special birds. Over the course of the momimdope to find our main
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two target birds,Giant Nuthatch and Yunnan Nuthatch. Many oher highquality birds will

also be sought, such Azure-winged Magpie Orange-bellied Leafbird, Long-tailed Thrush,
Black-breasted Thrush, Chinese Thrush Large Niltava, Pale Blue Flycatcher Chestnut

vented Nuthatch Black-browed Bushtit, Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler Bl yt hés Shr i k
babbler, Bar-throated Minla, Grey-hooded Fulvetta Rufous-backed Sibig Brown-breasted

Bulbul, the stunningMr s . Goul d 06 Marodhbacked Aatentor Grey-headed

Bullfinch , Spot-breasted Parrotbill, Godlews k iBénsng, andBlack-faced Bunting.

After our birding session we will spend the majority of the afternoon driving to Lijiarige
northwest of the provingavhere we will be based for the next couple of days and nigfigsng
is famous (in additioto great birds) for it©ld Town which is a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Overnight: Lijiang

Black-browed Bushtitcan be found in Zixi Mountain Forest Pghoto Summer Wong).

Days 3- 4. Birding in Lijiang

We will have two full days birding here with many target birds to keep us busy. Highlights here
are many butcould includethe restrictedange trio of White-speckled Laughingthrush
Brown-winged Parrotbill, andYunnan Nuthatch. There ae numerous great birding sites near
Lijiang and we will likely spend timén some or all of the followingLijiang Wetland Park
Lashixiang Nature Reservgugquan ParkBlack Dragon Poglade Dragon Snow Mountaiand

Tiger Leaping Gorgelt is sure to be an exciting couple of days explorirggrégionwith an
interesting mix of species available from the range of habitats in the area.
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Grey-winged Blackbirdis a beautiful member of the thrush family.

There are many other birds to keep us occupigbe Lijiang areasuch asBlack-tailed Crake,
Sal i m Al Coinson PheasantGrey Nightjar, Great Spotted Woodpecker Spotted
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Nutcracker, Black-bibbed Tit, Black-streaked Scimitar Babbler, Spectacled Fulvetta,
White-browed Fulvetta, Rusty-capped Fulvetta, and Yunnan Fulvetta, Chinese Babax

E | | i baughisgthrush, Black-faced Laughingthrush, Rufous-tailed Babbler, Bar-

throated Minla, Black-headed Sibia White-collared Yuhina, Rufous-vented Yuhina, Grey-

winged Blackbird, Hod g s o n 6 s, DRwidns Redstatt, White-capped Redstat,

Plumbeous Water Redstarf Chestnutbellied Rock Thrush, Shar peds ,Black-ef i nch
headed Greenfinch and the very prettyellow-throated Bunting. This area is also jaipacked

with a wide range of tricky warblers to keep us on our toes!

Overnight: Lijiang

Chinais a wonderful country for rosefinches. We will look$tvar p e 6 s Rinuanfar. n ¢ h

Day 5. Lijiang to Baihualing

This is essentially a travel day as we move between Lijiang and Baihualing, our base for the next
few days.We will stop if we spot anything interesting along the way, of course. Baihualing has
becone famous over recent years due to the exceptional forest bird feeding set up, allowing for
some amazing views and photographs of many eftenetive and rare forest birds.

Overnight: Baihualing

Days 6- 7. Birding Gaoligong Shan National Nature Reserve

The GaoligongShanarea offers some alhe best birding in Yunnan, if not all of China. We will

have two full days to explore a wide rangefarfestlocations here. Possible species we will be

looking out for includean exciting list of gamebirds likélill Partridge , Rufous-throated

Partridge, Mountain Bamboo Partridge, Silver PheasanfandMr s. Hu me 6.s Pheasan
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Mrs.Hu me 60 s Pihomeao$ aumtdrgets heréhis is one of the best places in the world to
find this oftersecretive species

Greater Yellownapés one ofseveralwoodpecketargets here.
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