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Overview

This 13-day custom bird-and-mammal-watching tour of Northwest India commenced in New
Delhi on the 17" of March 2019 and ended in Ahmedabad on the 29" of March 2019. The tour
was a slightly shortened version of our Northwest India February set departure tour with a couple
of slight modifications to fit the timescale available. During this tour we birded areas around Desert
National Park, Little Rann of Kutch, Gir National Park and Great Rann of Kutch.

A total of 226 bird species were seen (plus two species heard only). One of the main highlight
birds of the tour (and one of the major reasons for our visit to this area) included three individuals
of the Critically Endangered (BirdLife International) Great Indian Bustard, a species in severe
and rapid decline with a global population estimated to be only 150-200 birds. Other highlights
included a couple of dozen Green Avadavats, several Grey Hypocoliuses (a species in a
monotypic family due to its uniqueness), the scarce and local and/or Indian endemics White-
browed (Stolitczka’s) Bush Chat, Marshall’s Iora, Sykes’s Lark, Indian Black-lored Tit,
White-naped Tit, White-spotted Fantail, and White-bellied Minivet, stunning breeding-
plumage Dalmatian Pelicans (along with plenty of the more widespread Great White Pelican),
beautiful Demoiselle and Common Cranes in their thousands, equally gorgeous Greater and
Lesser Flamingos, and a nesting pair of Red-necked Falcons, along with numerous other raptors
such as Indian Vulture, Steppe, Tawny, and Booted Eagles, Long-legged Buzzard, White-
eyed Buzzard, and Montagu’s Harrier, Chestnut-bellied and Painted Sandgrouse, several
displaying (and even copulating) Indian Coursers, and Sykes’s, Indian, and Jungle Nightjars.
However, it was not just all about the birds on this tour, as we found and really enjoyed some
incredible animals, such as eight Asiatic Lions, two Indian Leopards, Jungle Cat, Asiatic Wild
Ass, Striped Hyaena, Golden Jackal, Indian Desert Gerbil, and plenty more. Full species lists
are provided at the end of this report.

Detailed Report

Day 1, 17t March 2019. Arrival in New Delhi

Andy arrived in New Delhi and met up with our excellent local guide Shyam for yet another tour
together, before David and Sue and then Tim and Kay also arrived in New Delhi later during the
evening. Both couples had already done our Northern India set departure tour and were keen to
experience other areas of the country.

Day 2, 18t March 2019. New Delhi to Sam Sand Dunes

After a relaxed breakfast we left our hotel in New Delhi in the mid-morning for our midday flight
to Jodhpur. The flight was delayed a short while, but soon we were in the air and on our way. After
arrival in Jodhpur we had a late lunch and then started the very long drive to our accommodation
at the Sam Sand Dunes near Jaisalmer, where we arrived in the evening. Our original plan was to
fly directly to Jaisalmer, but unfortunately the flight had been canceled by the airline just a short
time before the tour, which required us to make a new plan. A brief stop along our drive gave us
very nice looks at several Dalmatian Pelicans, including one in full breeding plumage, and several
common species we’d see repeatedly in the region over the next couple of weeks.
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Day 3, 19" March 2019. Desert National Park area

After breakfast we set off in a jeep to head to Desert National Park. We had good views of a couple
of Grey Francolins, Indian Peafowl, Tawny Eagle, Steppe Grey Shrike, White-eared Bulbul,
Common Babbler, and Indian Robin. We arrived at one of the park gates, where we learned the
news that the park had suddenly and unexpectedly been closed due to issues between Pakistan and
India that had resurfaced a few weeks before the tour started. While we were trying to work out a
plan to get some sort of access arranged, David amazingly spotted first one, then two, then three
of the Critically Endangered (and one of the major tour targets) Great Indian Bustards walking
along a distant ridgeline. After some discussion with the people at the gate we were allowed
through to get a bit closer to the birds, and we then enjoyed watching two of the birds sitting down
drinking before they slowly walked away and back over the ridge and out of sight. We were ecstatic
at having seen these birds, especially given that there are likely only between 150 and 200 left in
the world, and we had been extremely lucky to see them at all, given the sudden park closure. We
spent the remainder of the morning birding some areas outside the park, finding Egyptian Vulture,
Steppe Eagle, White Wagtail, Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, and a stunning male Bluethroat
all attending the runoff from a leaking waterpipe. Other species noted included the very-smartly-
plumaged male Black-crowned Sparrow-Lark, Asian Desert Warbler, and Yellow-throated
Sparrow. Driving around the area we also found Chinkara (Indian Gazelle) and Indian Spiny-
tailed Lizard.

A huge target of the tour in every sense of the Word was Great Indlan Bustard and we were
incredibly happy to see these two taking a drink from a leaking pipe.

Our afternoon birdwatching trip gave us several further new species, such as White-eyed
Buzzard, Long-legged Buzzard, Desert Lark, Variable and Red-rumped Wheatears, Plain
Leaf Warbler, Common (Siberian) Chiffchaff, Lesser Whitethroat, White-browed Fantail,
and Striolated Bunting. Several mammals were noted too, including Bengal (Indian) Fox, Indian
Hare, and Nilgai.
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Day 4, 20" March 2019. Sam Sand Dunes to Mount Abu

Due to the closure of Desert National Park we made a slight change to our itinerary and drove to
the Mount Abu area. The majority of the day was spent traveling. Eurasian Hoopoe and a pale-
phased Booted Eagle were two of the better birds seen along the way. We arrived at our
accommodation in the late afternoon and then took the last couple of hours of the day birding
around the mountain. We had one main target, and in looking for it we found several other rather
good birds too, such as Crested Bunting, White-capped Bunting, Brahminy Starling, Jungle
Bush Quail, Rufous Treepie, Indian Black-lored Tit, Indian White-eye, Tawny-bellied
Babbler, Jungle Babbler, Indian Silverbill, and Black Redstart. However, the main target,
which we found with relative ease, was the rather attractive Green Avadavat, a restricted-range
Indian endemic. We had very close views of a flock of around twenty birds and watched them in
the late-afternoon sunlight. A fantastic sight. The final new bird of the day was a Peregrine Falcon
that raced through, looking for an evening meal.

Being a localized Indian endemic and only “available” at a few sites we were pleased to connect
with Green Avadavat, a small benefit of having to change our plans at the last minute due to the
closure of Desert National Park.

Day 5, 215t March 2019. Mount Abu to Dasada

We spent the morning birding around Mount Abu, where we saw most of the species seen the
previous day (e.g. Green Avadavat, Crested Bunting, White-capped Bunting, etc.) but we also
found several other species such as White-spotted Fantail, Sulphur-bellied Warbler, Oriental
Turtle Dove, Coppersmith Barbet, Brown-headed Barbet, Yellow-crowned Woodpecker,
Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Common Woodshrike, Olive-backed Pipit, Small
Minivet, White-bellied Drongo, Rufous-fronted, Ashy, Grey-breasted, and Plain Prinias, and
Red-breasted Flycatcher. A Red Spurfowl flushed but was only seen briefly.

After lunch on the mountain we drove to Dasada, our base for the next couple of nights while we
would explore the Little Rann of Kutch.
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Day 6, 22" March 2019. Little Rann of Kutch

We set off to the Little Rann of Kutch at dawn to the sound of Demoiselle Cranes flying over our
accommodation in the darkness. Our refreshing drive in open-top jeeps allowed us to pick up
several birds along the way to our main wildlife-watching area. New birds here included Greater
Coucal, Bay-backed Shrike, Wire-tailed Swallow, Rufous-tailed Lark, Rosy Starling, Baya
Weaver, and Black-headed Bunting.

On entering a saltpan we were very quickly watching one of our main mammalian targets of the
trip, the beautiful Asiatic Wild Ass. We enjoyed spending some time watching a couple of small
groups of this local species. After enjoying our fill of ass we focused our attention on another
mammalian target, the desert subspecies of Red Fox, often considered a separate species by some
taxonomic authorities and called “Desert Fox”. After a bit of cat and mouse we eventually got
some good views of a couple of animals. Great to see.
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Andy Walker

One of our mammal targets on the trip was Asiatic Wild Ass, and we certainly had our fill.

As we were driving through the saltpans we found a couple of species, but it was generally quiet,
although good views were had of what we did see, including Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Ashy-
crowned Sparrow-Lark, Crested Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark, Western Marsh Harrier,
Siberian Stonechat, and Pied Bush Chat.

Our afternoon-and-evening session took us to a slightly different area, where we found some water
and several seriously spectacular birds, such as Demoiselle Crane, Common Crane, Greater
Flamingo, Lesser Flamingo, Great White Pelican, Eurasian Spoonbill, Montagu’s Harrier,
Pied Avocet, Asian Openbill, Garganey, Northern Shoveler, Common Pochard, Ruff,
Eurasian Hoopoe, Citrine Wagtail, and Western Yellow Wagtail (both the ‘Grey-headed’ and
"Black-headed’ subspecies).

As the sun set we found several animals of interest, such as Striped Hyaena, Jungle Cat, Golden
Jackal, Bengal (Indian) Fox, and several more Red (Desert) Foxes. We also saw a couple of
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interesting birds in a very showy Sykes’s Nightjar and a few Indian Nightjars. With that a long
and dusty day came to an exciting end.
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Demoiselle Cranes are beautiful birds, and we saw thousands of them across a few sites.
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After a lot of scanning we eventually found this approachable Sykes’s Nightjar.

Day 7, 23" March 2019. Dasada to Sasan Gir
We commenced our long drive to Sasan Gir village after breakfast, stopping a few times along the

way for a few key target birds, of which we saw all three, White-browed (Stolitczka’s) Bush
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Chat, Red-necked Falcon, and Indian Courser. We got great views of all three species, the bush
chats foraging at close-range, the falcons attending a nest, and the coursers holding territory and
engaging in courtship and mating. While looking for the above species we also found many other
great birds, such as Demoiselle and Common Cranes (thousands of them), Painted Stork, Hen
and Pallid Harriers, Yellow-billed and Whiskered Terns, Ruddy Shelduck, Indian
Cormorant, Great White Pelican, Black-headed Ibis, Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Yellow-
wattled Lapwing, and Pied Kingfisher.

We arrived at our accommaodation in the early evening and prepared for the following day in Gir
National Park.

Bir Q'Eaaurs
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A rather spectacular bird, and we had excellent, close views of a pair of Red-necked Falcons.

Day 8, 24" March 2019. Gir National Park

We set off from our accommodation in the darkness to cover the short distance to the Gir National
Park headquarters, and after the usual formalities we were on our way for our Indian safari! We
had one mammalian target in mind, and we set off through the rolling landscape looking for it.
Several birds were noted as we drove around, such as Rufous Treepie, Brahminy Starling, and
Oriental Magpie Robin. We temporarily ignored Chital (Spotted Deer) and Sambar; we’d have
plenty of time to admire those later. After a while news filtered through that our target was near,
and after some pretty unique (typically Indian) driving skills we found ourselves watching an
Asiatic Lioness and her two gorgeous young cubs. The viewing of these animals is strictly
controlled, so we were only allowed to view them for a while, but during this time we had some
fantastic views and lots of photographic opportunities. An amazing sight.

After enjoying the lions our morning safari was due to come to a close, but not before we saw
Indian Stone-curlew, Cinereous Tit, Crested Honey Buzzard, and a rather cute Spotted Owlet
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sticking its head out of a tree hollow. Back at our accommodation before lunch we had great views
of Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, Indian White-eye, and several other common species.
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Getting to watch Asiatic Lion cubs was a real highlight of the tour.

Our afternoon game drive was fairly quiet and very hot. We did see a male Asiatic Lion, but it
was a bit too far away to really appreciate it in its full glory. A roosting Indian Nightjar was a
good find, as was Oriental Darter, Yellow-billed and Caspian Terns, Yellow-footed Green
Pigeon, Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Small Minivet, and Crested Serpent Eagle. Non-
avian interest was provided by Golden Jackal, Chital, Sambar, and Wild Boar.

Day 9, 25" March 2019. Gir National Park

We had a second day in Gir National Park, and if the previous day had been good, today was
exceptional. Our morning game drive gave us three sightings of Asiatic Lions; the first sighting
involved a lioness and a single cub, the third sighting a lioness, immature female and two cubs (the
same lioness and two cubs we had seen the previous day but with an extra female, presumably
young from the previous year), which were all amazing to see (and the cubs incredibly cute). But
it was the second sighting that was the most exciting and involved a male lion that appeared as we
turned a corner in the road. He walked straight toward us and then crossed the road a matter of feet
away, giving great views and photographic opportunities. A very exhilarating moment. During our
safari we also had excellent views of Golden Jackal, Nilgai, Chital, and Northern Plains Gray
Langur. Birds found included Eurasian Spoonbill (oddly feeding in a forest stream), Indian
Stone-curlew, and a Crested Honey Buzzard collecting nesting material, but it was the mammals
that were the stars of the show.

After breakfast we took a walk along a river, where we found several new trip birds and improved
views of birds seen previously, such as Black-headed Cuckooshrike, Tawny-bellied Babbler,
Thick-billed Flowerpecker, Woolly-necked Stork, Red-naped, Glossy, and Black-headed
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Ibis, Clamorous Reed Warbler, Common Snipe, White-browed and Citrine Wagtails,
Eurasian Hoopoe, and a baby Mugger.

Our afternoon game drive was arguably even better than the morning trip. We saw six of the seven
Asiatic Lions we had seen during the morning but topped it off with sightings of two Indian
Leopards!

B
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This male Asiatic Lion gave some phenomenal views as it walked straight toward us. Really
pleasing to get views like this of our main mammalian target!

This was the second of two Indlan Leopards that we saw on our afternoon safarl Amazmg

“.<.|
www.birdingecotours.com Bir"a’beurs info@birdingecotours.com
Ve


http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

10| TRIP REPORT India: Northwest, March 2019

The first Indian Leopard sighting was of a male that was lying against a tree before wandering
off, and the second was a female just sitting not too far off the road and allowing some excellent
views and photo opportunities. Just an incredible experience once again. As we drove between
‘big cat’ sightings we also found a few excellent birds and had some good views of Long-legged
Buzzard (a rufous-morph bird), White-eyed Buzzard (a bird regurgitating a pellet), a roosting
Jungle Nightjar, and others, such as a close, perched Crested Serpent Eagle, Crested Honey
Buzzard, Grey Wagtail, and Painted Stork.

Day 10, 26" March 2019. Sasan Gir to Bhuj
This was a travel day as we moved between Sasan Gir and Bhuj, our base for the next three nights
to allow us to explore the Greater Rann of Kutch.

Day 11, 27t March 2019. Greater Rann of Kutch

We set off from our accommodation before it was light to reach a particular green patch in the vast
desert of the Greater Rann of Kutch, where we spent the morning searching for and eventually
finding our main target bird in the area, Grey Hypocolius, a species so unique it is in a monotypic
family. We saw quite a few birds; however, they were generally extremely shy and elusive,
choosing to feed on berries deep in the vegetation. But we did all have decent views eventually of
both males and females. Also in this area we found a pair of the uncommon Marshall’s Iora,
Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Sykes’s Warbler, Eastern Orphean Warbler, loads of Lesser
Whitethroats, Common Babbler, Yellow-eyed Babbler, and hundreds of Rosy Starlings.

Incredibly shy, secretive, and skulking during our visit, bUt we did find several Grey Hypocolius
during the morning, another major avian target of the tour.

As we drove through the “rann” we noted numerous Steppe Eagles roosting on the ground or in
low bushes, along with both Painted and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Common Kestrel,
Indian Stone-curlew, Crested Lark, Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark, Black Drongo, and other
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common birds. The drive back to our accommodation was generally uneventful except for finding
Western Barn Owl, Long-legged Buzzard, and Short-toed Snake Eagle.

In the late afternoon we ventured out into the heat and thorn scrub but weren’t really well rewarded
for our efforts! We did get further views of Marshall’s Iora and the northwest Indian subspecies
of Small Minivet, which looked very different from the subspecies we had seen earlier in the tour.
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker gave good view, but otherwise we saw largely common birds. As
we left the thorn scrub to drive back to our accommodation we found an area with several Sykes’s
Larks, which raised our spirits a little, but we were disappointed about missing a couple of targets;
we’d have to hope for better luck the following day.

Day 12, 28" March 2019. Greater Rann of Kutch and drive to Dasada

After breakfast we went back to the area of thorn scrub we’d looked around the previous day. It
was much cooler and therefore much more hospitable, and the birds played ball. Within a few
minutes of arriving at our chosen spot we were enjoying great views of a pair of the restricted-
range White-naped Tits. After walking around the scrub and getting some fantastic looks at a
very sharp male Bay-backed Shrike we drove through some agricultural land and found the
second major target of the day, White-bellied Minivet, another fairly tricky species, and it was a
stunning male too. We also had further sightings of Sykes’s Lark, Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark,
Greater Short-toed Lark, and many other common birds. A couple of Indian Desert Gerbils
were seen briefly too.

White-naped Tit, a Vulnerable (BirdLife International) Indian endemic species that showed well,
eventually.

After an early lunch we drove back to Dasada for the night in preparation for our flight the
following day.
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Day 13, 29" March 2019. Dasada to Ahmedabad, tour concluded

We drove from Dasada to Ahmedabad, where the tour concluded. We were planning on ending
the tour by flying out of Bhuj (much closer to our birding finish point); however, as at the beginning
of this tour with our flight to Jaisalmer, commercial flights out of Bhuj had also been canceled.

A
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One of th big avian ihlights of the tour ws the great views we had of several pairs of Indian
Coursers; we even got to watch a bit of display and even copulation!
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Bird List - Following 10C (9.1)

Birds ‘heard only’ are marked with (H) after the common name, all other species were seen.

The following notation after the common names is used to show conservation status following
BirdLife International: CR = Critically Endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, NT =
Near Threatened. Indian endemic species are bolded.

Common Name

Ducks, Geese, Swans (Anatidae)
Lesser Whistling Duck
Knob-billed Duck
Ruddy Shelduck
Garganey

Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

Eurasian Wigeon

Indian Spot-billed Duck
Mallard

Northern Pintail
Eurasian Teal

Common Pochard - VU

Pheasants & Allies (Phasianidae)
Grey Francolin

Jungle Bush Quiail

Red Spurfowl

Indian Peafowl

Grebes (Podicipedidae)
Little Grebe

Flamingos (Phoenicopteridae)
Greater Flamingo
Lesser Flamingo - NT

Storks (Ciconiidae)
Painted Stork - NT
Asian Openbill
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Scientific Name

Dendrocygna javanica
Sarkidiornis melanotos
Tadorna ferruginea
Spatula querquedula
Spatula clypeata
Mareca strepera
Mareca penelope
Anas poecilorhyncha
Anas platyrhynchos
Anas acuta

Anas crecca

Aythya ferina

Francolinus pondicerianus
Perdicula asiatica
Galloperdix spadicea
Pavo cristatus

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Phoenicopterus roseus
Phoeniconaias minor

Mycteria leucocephala
Anastomus oscitans
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Common Name Scientific Name
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus

Ibises, Spoonbills (Threskiornithidae)

Black-headed Ibis - NT Threskiornis melanocephalus
Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

Herons, Bitterns (Ardeidae)

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Great Egret Ardea alba
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis

Pelicans (Pelecanidae)
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus
Dalmatian Pelican - NT Pelecanus crispus

Cormorants, Shags (Phalacrocoracidae)

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Anhingas, Darters (Anhingidae)
Oriental Darter - NT Anhinga melanogaster

Ospreys (Pandionidae)
Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Kites, Hawks, Eagles (Accipitridae)

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus
Egyptian Vulture - EN Neophron percnopterus
Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
Indian Vulture - CR Gyps indicus
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Common Name
Crested Serpent Eagle
Short-toed Snake Eagle
Greater Spotted Eagle - VU
Booted Eagle

Tawny Eagle - VU
Steppe Eagle - EN
Shikra

Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Western Marsh Harrier
Pallid Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Black Kite

White-eyed Buzzard
Long-legged Buzzard

Bustards (Otididae)
Great Indian Bustard - CR

Rails, Crakes & Coots (Rallidae)
White-breasted Waterhen
Grey-headed Swamphen

Common Moorhen

Eurasian Coot

Cranes (Gruidae)
Demoiselle Crane
Common Crane

India: Northwest, March 2019

Scientific Name
Spilornis cheela
Circaetus gallicus
Clanga clanga
Hieraaetus pennatus
Aquila rapax
Aquila nipalensis
Accipiter badius
Accipiter nisus
Circus aeruginosus
Circus macrourus
Circus pygargus
Milvus migrans
Butastur teesa
Buteo rufinus

Ardeotis nigriceps

Amaurornis phoenicurus
Porphyrio poliocephalus
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica atra

Grus virgo
Grus grus

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees (Burhinidae)

Indian Stone-curlew

Stilts, Avocets (Recurvirostridae)
Black-winged Stilt
Pied Avocet

Plovers (Charadriidae)
Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Red-wattled Lapwing
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Burhinus indicus

Himantopus himantopus
Recurvirostra avosetta

Vanellus malabaricus
Vanellus indicus
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Common Name Scientific Name
White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

Jacanas (Jacanidae)
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus

Sandpipers, Snipes (Scolopacidae)

Eurasian Curlew - NT Numenius arquata
Black-tailed Godwit - NT Limosa limosa
Ruff Calidris pugnax
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii
Little Stint Calidris minuta
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Common Redshank Tringa totanus
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Coursers, Pratincoles (Glareolidae)
Indian Courser Cursorius coromandelicus
Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers (Laridae)

Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii

River Tern - NT Sterna aurantia

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

Sandgrouse (Pteroclidae)

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus
Painted Sandgrouse Pterocles indicus
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Common Name

Pigeons, Doves (Columbidae)

Rock Dove

Oriental Turtle Dove
Eurasian Collared Dove

Red Turtle Dove

Spotted Dove

Laughing Dove
Yellow-footed Green Pigeon

Cuckoos (Cuculidae)
Greater Coucal
Sirkeer Malkoha
Asian Koel

Barn Owils (Tytonidae)
Western Barn Owl

Owls (Strigidae)
Indian Scops Owl (H)
Spotted Owlet

Nightjars (Caprimulgidae)
Jungle Nightjar

Sykes's Nightjar

Indian Nightjar

Treeswifts (Hemiprocnidae)
Crested Treeswift

Swifts (Apodidae)
Little Swift

Rollers (Coraciidae)
Indian Roller

Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)
White-throated Kingfisher

Birdifg

]

9
)

i

/
[

sEcotours

India: Northwest, March 2019

Scientific Name

Columba livia
Streptopelia orientalis
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopelia tranquebarica
Spilopelia chinensis
Spilopelia senegalensis
Treron phoenicopterus

Centropus sinensis
Taccocua leschenaultii
Eudynamys scolopaceus

Tyto alba

Otus bakkamoena
Athene brama

Caprimulgus indicus
Caprimulgus mahrattensis
Caprimulgus asiaticus

Hemiprocne coronata

Apus affinis

Coracias benghalensis

Halcyon smyrnensis
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Common Name Scientific Name
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis

Bee-eaters (Meropidae)
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis

Hoopoes (Upupidae)
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops

Asian Barbets (Megalaimidae)
Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus
Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus

Woodpeckers (Picidae)

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker = Yungipicus nanus
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Leiopicus mahrattensis
Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense

Caracaras, Falcons (Falconidae)

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

Old World Parrots (Psittaculidae)

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri

Vangas & Allies (Vangidae)
Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus

loras (Aegithinidae)
Common lora (H) Aegithina tiphia

Marshall's lora Aegithina nigrolutea

Cuckooshrikes (Campephagidae)

White-bellied Minivet Pericrocotus erythropygius
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus
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Common Name
Black-headed Cuckooshrike

Shrikes (Laniidae)
Bay-backed Shrike
Long-tailed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike

Drongos (Dicruridae)
Black Drongo

Ashy Drongo
White-bellied Drongo

Fantails (Rhipiduridae)
White-spotted Fantail
White-browed Fantail

Crows, Jays (Corvidae)
Rufous Treepie

House Crow

Indian Jungle Crow
Northern Raven

Hypocolius (Hypocoliidae)
Grey Hypocolius

Tits, Chickadees (Paridae)
Cinereous Tit
White-naped Tit - VU
Indian Black-lored Tit

Larks (Alaudidae)

Desert Lark

Rufous-tailed Lark
Black-crowned Sparrow-Lark
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark
Indian Bush Lark

Sykes's Lark

Crested Lark

Birdifg
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Scientific Name
Lalage melanoptera

Lanius vittatus
Lanius schach
Lanius excubitor

Dicrurus macrocercus
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus caerulescens

Rhipidura albogularis
Rhipidura aureola

Dendrocitta vagabunda
Corvus splendens
Corvus culminatus
Corvus corax

Hypocolius ampelinus

Parus cinereus
Machlolophus nuchalis
Machlolophus aplonotus

Ammomanes deserti
Ammomanes phoenicura
Eremopterix nigriceps
Eremopterix griseus
Mirafra erythroptera
Galerida deva

Galerida cristata
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Common Name Scientific Name
Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla

Bulbuls (Pycnonotidae)

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus
White-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus leucotis
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer

Swallows, Martins (Hirundinidae)

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii

Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
Streak-throated Swallow Petrochelidon fluvicola

Leaf Warblers & Allies (Phylloscopidae)

Sulphur-bellied Warbler Phylloscopus griseolus
Plain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus neglectus
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides

Reed Warblers & Allies (Acrocephalidae)

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus
Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum
Sykes's Warbler Iduna rama

Cisticolas & Allies (Cisticolidae)

Rufous-fronted Prinia Prinia buchanani
Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis

Plain Prinia Prinia inornata
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius

Babblers, Scimitar Babblers (Timaliidae)
Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra

Laughingthrushes & Allies (Leiothrichidae)

Common Babbler Argya caudata
Jungle Babbler Argya striata
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Common Name Scientific Name

Sylviid Babblers (Sylviidae)

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris
Asian Desert Warbler Sylvia nana
Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense

White-eyes (Zosteropidae)
Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus

Starlings, Rhabdornis (Sturnidae)

Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
Brahminy Starling Sturnia pagodarum

Rosy Starling Pastor roseus

Chats, Old World Flycatchers (Muscicapidae)

Indian Robin Copsychus fulicatus
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica
Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
White-browed Bush Chat - VU Saxicola macrorhynchus
Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus

Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata
Brown Rock Chat Oenanthe fusca
Variable Wheatear Oenanthe picata
Red-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe chrysopygia

Flowerpeckers (Dicaeidae)
Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile

Sunbirds (Nectariniidae)
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches (Passeridae)

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
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Common Name

Yellow-throated Sparrow

Weavers, Widowbirds (
Baya Weaver

Ploceidae)

India: Northwest, March 2019

Scientific Name
Gymnoris xanthocollis

Ploceus philippinus

Waxbills, Munias & Allies (Estrildidae)

Red Avadavat
Green Avadavat - VU
Indian Silverbill

Wagtails, Pipits (Motacillidae)

Western Yellow Wagtail
Citrine Wagtail

Grey Wagtail

White Wagtail
White-browed Wagtail
Tawny Pipit

Tree Pipit

Olive-backed Pipit

Buntings (Emberizidae)
Crested Bunting
White-capped Bunting
Striolated Bunting
Black-headed Bunting

Total seen
Total heard only
Total recorded

Common Name

Canines (Canidae)
Golden Jackal
Bengal Fox

Red Fox

www.birdingecotours.com

Amandava amandava
Amandava formosa
Euodice malabarica

Motacilla flava

Motacilla citreola
Motacilla cinerea
Motacilla alba

Motacilla maderaspatensis
Anthus campestris

Anthus trivialis

Anthus hodgsoni

Emberiza lathami
Emberiza stewarti
Emberiza striolata
Emberiza melanocephala
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Scientific Name

Canis aureus
Vulpes bengalensis
Vulpes vulpes
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Common Name

Felines (Felidae)
Jungle Cat

Lion

Leopard

Mongoose (Herpestidae)
Indian Grey Mongoose

Hyaenas (Hyaenidae)
Striped Hyaena

Bovids (Bovidae)
Nilgai

Domestic Water Buffalo
Chinkara

Deer (Cervidae)
Chital
Sambar

Pigs (Suidae)
Wild Boar

India: Northwest, March 2019

Scientific Name

Felis chaus
Panthera leo
Panthera pardus

Herpestes edwardsii

Hyaena hyaena

Boselaphus tragocamelus
Bubalus bubalis
Gazella bennettii

Axis axis
Rusa unicolor

Sus scrofa

Old World Fruit Bats (Pteropodidae)

Indian Flying Fox

True Shrews (Soricidae)
House Shrew

Rabbits and Hares (Leporidae)

Indian Hare

Pteropus giganteus

Suncus murinus

Lepus nigricollis

Horses, Donkeys and Zebras (Equidae)

Asiatic Wild Ass

Equus hemionus

Old World Monkeys (Cercopithecidae)

Rhesus Monkey

Northern Plains Gray Langur
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Macaca mulatta
Semnopithecus entellus
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Common Name

Murids (Muridae)
Indian Desert Gerbil
Common Indian Field Mouse

Asiatic Long-tailed Climbing Mouse

Squirrels (Sciuridae)
Five-striped Palm Squirrel

Total Seen

India: Northwest, March 2019

Scientific Name

Meriones hurrianae
Mus booduga
Vandeleuria oleracea

Funambulus pennantii

24

Reptile List

Common Name

True Crocodiles (Crocodylidae)
Mugger

Agamids (Agamidae)
Oriental Garden Lizard
Indian Spiny-tailed Lizard
Fan Throated Lizard

Gekkonidae (Geckos)
Common House Gecko
Northern House Gecko

Keelbacks (Natricidae)
Checkered Keelback

Softshell Turtles (Trionychidae)
Indian Flap-shelled Turtle

Total Seen
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Scientific Name

Crocodylus palustris

Calotes versicolor
Saara hardwickii
Sitana ponticeriana

Hemidactylus frenatus
Hemidactylus flaviviridis

Xenochrophis piscator

Lissemys punctata
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