NAMIBIA, BOTSWANA AND VICTORIA FALLS
SET DEPARTURE TRIP REPORT

27 19 NOVEMBER 2019

By Dominic Rollinson

Bare-cheeked Babbleis a strikingspeciedrequently encountered on this tour.

“v@i
www.birdingecotours.com Bird‘{.\abeurs info@birdingecotours.com

~r



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

2| TRIP REPORT Namibia, Botswana and Victoria Falldlovember2019

Overview

Our Namibia, Botswana and Victoria Falls-departure tour is alwayspopular one. We cover

a large distance from west to eashich means weyet to enjoya broad range of habitats
consequentlythis tour usually yields a high bird list. Besides the large numbers of special birds
the tour also normally boasts good numbers of large and charismatic maamdas®me of the
smaller, lesseknown specie$oo. These animals are particularly evident when we Htisha

National Parkone of Africadés great wildlife refuges
Wondes of the World when waevisit Victoria Fallsin Zimbabwe which always leaves one in
awe of its size and power . defdnteoffers gamettung Bndirelye r t

different with its huge, rolling dunes and specially adapted species

On this2019 tourwe sawan impressive 4®bird speciesgdlus an additional four speciégard

only) including many specialsuch afOrange River Francolin, White-backed Night Heron,
Rufous-bellied Heron, Slaty Egret, Bank, Crowned, and Cape Cormorants, Secretarybird,
African Cuckoo-Hawk, Western Banded Snake EagleVer r e au x 0 Rippdla gl e
Korhaan, African Finfoot, Al | en 6 s , @Watlletl iCrane| African Oystercatcher,
Chestnut-banded Plover, Lesser JacanaDouble-banded Courser Rock Pratincole, African
Skimmer, Damara Tern, Namaqua and Double-banded SandgrouseSc hal owdés Tur a
Pel 6s F i sHemnangwindg@dv Nightjar, Br ad f i e | ,dviblst W8aoa iHbapoe
Mont ei r o 0,sMioio PiedbBarbdt, Rippell's Parrot, White-tailed Shrike, Car p 6 s
Tit, Cape Penduline Tit Gr a yaddDune Larks, Bare-cheeked Babbler Angolan Cave

Chat, Rufous-tailed Palm Thrush, andBrown Firefinch.

Dominic Rollinson

The feistyPearlspotted Owletvas seen on a number of occasions on this tour.

Over the 1&lay trip wealso recorded 44 species of mammalgth some of the highlights
including African Elephant, Black and White Rhinoceroses African Buffalo,
Hippopotamus, Lion, African Wild Cat, Cape Fox Spotted Hyaena Kaokoland Slender
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Mongoose Har t manno6s Mo uSitdtuaga,nRoad and $ahle Antelopes Ki r k 6 s
(Damara)Dik-dik, Southern Lechwe Common Eland, andGreater Kudu.

Detailed Report

Day 1,2"9 November 2019. Arrival and WalvisBay birding

As some guests had arrived the previous day we could head out straight after breakfast and let
the birdingbegin We spent the morning birding the Walvis Baggoon and nearby salt works
which is always a great place to spend a few hours. The birdingdsteell with good sightings
of the cuteDamara Tern along with othefTern species such &aspian, Sandwich Greater
Crested, andCommon. Other waterbirds seen in the area incluB&tk-necked Grebe Cape
Teal, thousands of botBreater andLesser Flamirgos andGreat White Pelican Some of he
most exciting birding to be had at the salt wosksoi spend tim&vorking through the thousands
of waders on display. By doing this we addéthimbrel, Eurasian Curlew, Bar-tailed
Godwit, Grey, Common Ringed White-fronted, and Chestnutbanded Plovers Sanderling,
Little Stint, Ruff, Ruddy Turnstone, Marsh and Curlew Sandpipers and Common
Greenshark.

awmd&ﬁemtu

Dominic Rollinson

Damara Ternshowed well at the Walvis Bay salt works.

After fetching the last few clients in the early afternoon we headed inland to Rooibank to search

for Dune Lark, Nami bi ads only endebunelLatki rd sp

popped up and gave us good views as it scurried in betweemtle wegetated sand dunes.
Other birds in the area includ€hpe Sparrow, Namaqua Dove Dusky Sunbird, Southern
Masked Weaver and a distant callingokmakierie, which unfortunately would not show itself.
When we got back to our accommodation in the ¢éternoon wehad good looks aOrange
River White-eyein the garden before enjoying a delicious seafood dinner.
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Day 2, 39 November 2019. Walvis Bay boat cruise and birding

This morning was set aside for a boat cruise in the WalvisLBaypon which always proves
good fun and has some great birds too. It did not take long until w&iead White Pelicans
landing on the boatooking for an easy mealndallowing closeup views of these impressive
birds. We visited the huge, louand smellyCape Fur Seal colony, which was an assault on the
senses bugaveus the opportunity to watch the seals play around in the shallows. Unfortunately
we could not find any HeavisiGe Dolphirs, but we did come across a number of good bird
species such ag/hite-chinned Petrel Sooty Shearwater more Damara Terns, and Cape
Cormorant.

v

Cape Cormorantvascommon on our boat cruise around Walvis Bay.

After a quick bite to eat we headed into the Namib Desert to target a few desert specials. Both
Gr ay 0 sandTeactréic Chat did not prove difficult to findand with the extra time available

we went to look at the weird desadapted plantWelwitschia nrabilis, of which some
individualsare suspected of being over 2000 years old!

Later in the afternoon we headed back to the WalvissBlyvorks so the rest of the group (who
hadnot joined usyesterday morning) could bemeacquainted with the waders and waterbirds

we had seen previously.

Day 3, 4" November 2019. Walvis Bay to DamaralandSpitzkoppe birding en route

With breakfast and luggage packed early we made-dgwe start into the desert in the hope of
getting tothe Spitzkoppe area before the heat had picked up too much. En routadgeod
views of one of our targets, a pair Riippell's Korhaans, which pod nicely in the morning
light, with another individuateencloser to Spitzkoppthatallowed even better views

We enjoyed breakfast at the base of the impressive Spitzkoppe,doinies are always a great
backdrop tosome desert birding. Wesearched high and low for Herero Chabwever
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unfortunately the birds were not inhabiting their normadijfable hauntsBut we managd to
find Black-chested Snake EaglePale Chanting Goshawk Pririt Batis, Chestnutvented
Warbler, Black-backed Puffbadk, Sabota Lark, Mountain Wheatear, and Yellow-bellied
Eremomelaas bycatch.

We still had a long, bumpy drive ahead of us today and so had to hit the roaditbegfdreo
late. The temperatures today were incredibly, hestd this affected our birdingsawe
unfortunately missed Benguela Loehdled Lark, which is normally reliable north of Uis.
Shortly before arriving at our accommodation for the next two nights we managed a few new
birds in the form ofDouble-banded Sandgrouse Palewinged Starling, Kalahari Scrub
Robin, Swallow-tailed Beeeater, Mo n t e iand 8cutbern Yellow-billed Hornbill s, Grey
Go-away-bird , andGreat Sparrow.

During list time in the evening we were interrupted biyrackled Nightjar thatflew down to
drink from the small pond below the restaurant before we enjoyed another great meal

Day 4, 83" November 2019. Damaraland birding

The morning was spent bi r di nghapged Hlls) wraund tbeu s 6 k
lodge in the hope of findinghore Namibian neaendemics. The birding was quite slow to start

with but soon picked y@mnd we quickly addedfrican Hawk -Eagle Olive Beeeater, Damara

Red-billed Hornbill , White-tailed Shrike, andShort-toed Rock Thrush The best we could do

was to hear a dista®ockrunner, butunfortunately we could not find the bird.

After a scrumptious breakfast we went for a waltbknga neaby dry river bedwhich was a hive

of activity. Some of our highlights includeRled-billed Spurfowl, Ver r eau x,®Psar-Ea gl e
spotted Owlet Red-faced Mousebird Ruppell's Parrot, Pearl-breasted Swallow White-

browed Sparrow-Weaver, Red-headed Finch Black-throated Canary, and Cinnamon-
breastedandLark -like Buntings.

B W
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Redbilled Spurfowlis loud and conspicuous throughout moshofthernNamibia.
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In the afternoorafterthe heat had diedown a bit we went for a walk along another dry river
bed a little &rther from the lodgewhich again proved really productive as we aggad good
sightings ofViolet Wood Hoopoe Bearded Woodpecker Pearl-spotted Owlet Southern
White-crowned Shrike, Common Scimitarbill, andCape Starling

After another fantastic dinner we went for a night driwbich yielded great views dRufous-
cheeked Nightjar, Southern White-faced and African Scops Owls, Common Genet, and a
Common Duiker thatwe tried our bestotturn into a foxor an Aardvarkbut in the end we had
to settlefor a duiker!

Day 5, 8" November 2019. Damaraland to Kunene River Lodge

We had another shot this morning ahoweferwedi ng H
had tobe contentwith only hearingRockrunner despite coming excruciatingly close to a

number of birds. We did encounter a few other birds in the generaliackaling Familiar

Chat, Great Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Eremomelg andOlive Beeeater.

After breakfas we packed the vehicle and headed north to Kunene River Ladhjgh is right

on the border with Angola. The drive was relatively quiet we did add the onhAshy Tit of

the trip as well aawny Eagle

After arriving at Kunene River Lodge in the eaafternoon we retreated to the-aonditioned

rooms for a while before heading out later in the afternoon to see what we could find around
camp. The afternoonds b,iandve quigkly pddecRuus-taitece a |l | y |
Palm Thrush, Ho | u b 6 en W&avkrdBare-cheeked Babbler Red-necked Spurfowl

Olive Beeeater, Rosyfaced Lovebird, Mevesd s  S't, &ellbwi-billeyl Oxpecker, Red

billed Firefinch, African Reed Warbler, and a very cooperativieearl-spotted Owlet

We enjoyed a great meal overlooking the Kunene River Angola while discussing the plan

for the next morningwhen we were to target Angolan Cave Chat in the Zebra Mountains

Olive Beeeaterwas one of the seven beater specieseenon this tour
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Day 6, 7" November 2019. Zebra Mountains and Kunene birding

To ensure we were in the Zebra Mountains by sunrise a really early departure this maing
necessaryThe nocturnal drive meatte front vehicle got lucky with sightings &pringhare
andCape Fox Once we had negotiated the tricky drive we made our way up a rocky ridge and
sat and waited. AlImost immediately as we sat down we had distant viewsAofyatan Cave

Chat, and then wesat patientlyas the bird edged its way toward us and were eventually
rewarded with fantastic views of a bird which was only discovered in Namibia as recently as
2012! There was some great birding in the generaltaceas we addetlVhite-bellied Sunbird,

Car p 6 sAfridan Grey Hornbill , White-tailed Shrike, Groundscraper Thrush, and
White-crested Helmetshrike On the drive back we managed good view®afk Chanting
Goshawk

untains.

Angolan Cave Chatvas seen well in the Zebra Mo

Back at the lodge we enjoyed a relaxing lunch while being distract@ddmpin Cuckoq Ashy
Flycatcher, andRufous-tailed Palm Thrush, and after some downtime we headed out again for
an afternoon walk. Tik walk along the river was particularly productiand we soon added
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Brubru, African Hoopoe, Acacia Pied Barbet Mourning
Collared Dove Scarlet-chested Sunbird Rattling Cisticola, and B e n n eanhd Garslinal
Woodpeckers

We rushed back to camp to do a@fiternoon/sunset boat cruise up the Kunene Rwhkich was
very relaxing af Bu&ofcoarselthe bhirdingdlid yobssop Heaad weisoog
addedLesser Swamp Warbler Malachite and Grey-headed Kingfishers, Striated Heron,
African Pied Wagtail, Wire-tailed Swallow, Black Crake, Water Thick-knee Black
Cuckoo, andOlive Beeeater.
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Day 7, 8" November 2019. Kunene River Lodge to Hobatere Lodge

We spent the morning birding around camp and added a few new birds Sivttitedrowed
Coucal, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Swamp Bouboy and the highlight of the morninag
confiding group ofCinderella Waxbills. After breakfast it was time to pack the vehicle and
head south to Hobatere Lodge for the night.

The drive was uneventfuand we arrived at Hobatere in the midafternoon with enough time to
take a late afternoon drive and walk around the property. Some of the highlights included
African Cuckoo, Tawny Eagle Pearl-spotted Owlet and thousands obDouble-banded
Sandgrousecomingto drink from the waterhole. Later that evening some of the guests did a
night drive with arAfrican Wild Cat being the highlight.

One of the thousands Dbuble-banded Sandgrouseoming to drink from the waterhole in the
evening.

Day 8, 9" November 2019. Hobatere Lodge to Etosha National Park

Orange River Francolin (probablysoon to be split as Kunene Francolin) was the target for the
morning and it did not take much effounti we f ound a single bird
providing us with good views. With the target bird in the bag (so to speak) we left Hobatere and
made our way southeast to Etosha National Park. En route we managed to find Agingle
Buzzard, a bird we were starting to wortlgatwe might havemissedt!

We arrived n Etosha in the early afternoon with enough time for a few hours of birding and
wildlife viewing in the park. Highlights of the afternoon drive includgdbar Goshawk Red-
crested and Northern Black Korhaans, Mo nt ei r o 6 sCrirhbon-breasted Shrike

Cape Penduline Tit Spike-heeled Eastern Clapper, and St ar k 6 § Gréydacked
Sparrow-Lark , Namaqua Sandgrouse Sociable Weaver and Marico Flycatcher. We also
managed a sighting &lack Rhinoceroscoming to drink at ghe Okaikuejowaterhole.

I
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Day 9, 18" November 2019. Etosha National Park birding and wildlife viewing

We spentthe morningin an operop safari vehiclewhich is always a great way to enjoy the
park. The birding wasgood and included Common Ostrich, Lesser Spotted Eagle Kori
Bustard, Banded Martin, Pink-billed Lark, Chestnutbacked SparrowlLark, Desert
Cisticola, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Chat Flycatcher, andYellow Canary. Some of our mammal
sightings includedBlack-backed Jackal Banded Mongoose Spotted Hyaena African
Elephant, Giraffe, Greater Kudu, Gemsbok andK i r kDamsara)Dik-dik.

In the afternoon we birded around the lodge and adtleestnut Weaver Greenwinged
Pytilia, Buffy Pipit, andSpotted Thick-knee

Day 10, 11" November 2019. Etosha National Park to Mokuti Lodge

Today we were moving from our lodge in central Etosha to Mokuti Lodge on the eastern edge of
Etosha which meant quite a long drive through the paBut constant bird and mammal
sightings made the time pass quyckSome of our better sightings throughout the drive included
Secretarybird, Lappet-faced Vulture, Bateleur, Martial Eagle, Caspian Plover Double-
banded Courser Red-necked Falcon Rufous-naped Lark, South African Cliff Swallow,
Icterine Warbler, Rufous-eared Warbler, and Burnt-necked Eremomela Driving through

the more open areas we came ackWeg#te Rhinocerosand good numbers éted Hartebeess.

We had a couple sightings bfon throughout theaday, including a large female onzbra Kill

with good numbers diVhite-backed Vulturesaround.

Rufous-eared Warbleishowed well in Etosha National Park.
Day 11, 12 November 2019. Mokuti Lodge to the Caprivi Strip

Having moved drther east yesterday and into the taller woodlands on thereastgeof Etosha
meantthatwe woke up to a different mix of bird speciasd the morning walk around the lodge
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produced a number of new birdgich asBlack-faced Babbler, White-browed Scrub Robin,
Crested Francolin, Violet-backed Starling, andMarico Sunbird.

We had another long drive ahead of us toalagso set off fairly arly as it had not taken long to
find our main target birdBlack-faced Babbler. During the drive east we found our fiRsbllers,

in the form ofPurple andLilac-breastedas well as a larg8wift flock near Grootfonteinwhich
contained r a d f ,iCenhntbrg Alpine, andWhite-rumped.

We stopped at Rundsewageworks for lunch and itwas alive with waterbirds including
Hottentot Teal, Southern Pochard Squaccoand Black Herons, African Openbill, calling
African Rail, Baillo n 6 s ,@fricark @wamphen Red-knobbed Coot andPied Kingfisher.
We arrived at our accommodation in the Madp area late in the afternoon but still had some
time to wander around camgvhere we foundWoodland Kingfisher, roosting Southern
White-faced Owl, Emerald-spottedWood Dove andMey er 6 s. Parr ot

Day 12, 13 November 2019. Birding the Mahang area

We had the full day to bird this incredibly biodiverse area today and madthatme were up
at sunrise to take full advantage of this. Birding around camp in the morning was incredibly
rewarding withAfrican Cuckoo-Hawk, Wa h | b e r g,®AGicarEGraph Rigeon Coppery-
tailed Coucal White-fronted and Southern Carmine Beeeaters Yellow-fronted
Tinkerbird , Black-collared Barbet, Har t | a u b 6 s WhBeabtedstece and Black
Cuckooshrikes Magpie Shrike, Mosque Swallow andCollared Sunbird all being seen.
Later in the morning we headed to Mahan@ame Reserve where we spent &w hours
enjoying the birds and animals attracted to the floodpl&able and Roan Antelopes and
Southern Lechwesoon bolstered our mammal |isthile new birds includedVattled Crane,
Marabou Stork, Glossy Ibis African Spoonbill, Rufous-bellied Heron, White-headed
Vulture, Long-toed Lapwing, Broad-billed Roller, Kalahari Scrub Robin, and Shaft-tailed
Whydah.

A number oWattled Cranswere seen on the floodplain in Mahan@ame Reserve.
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Later in the afternoon we headed into bneadleafed woodlansiwest of Divundu to search for
a few woodland specials. Here we managed to Yiellow-fronted Canary, Wattled Starling,
Orange-breasted Bushshrikeand Southern Black Tit before we had to make a hasty retreat
with a big storm fast appaching. We did stop briefly on the way back to find a feackR
Pratincolesnear Divundu. Later that evening we had good view&fofan Wood Owl around
camp.

Day 13, 14' November 2019. Transfer to the Okavang®anhandle

Today we made the short transfer into Botswana to the Okawramjandle. We left camp (after
addingLevailla n taddK | a a s 6 s an@Africdn Golden Oriole) andagainmade our way

through Mahang Game Reserve, this time addif8addlebilled Stork, African Harrier -

Hawk, Crested Barbet Fawn-colored Lark, Southern Pied BabblerBr adf i el d6s Hor
andTsessebe

As usual the border crossing was quick and eallgwing us to do some birding in the
afternoon once having settedi nt o owur accommo €Cabind. Wa enpyted Dr ot
sundowners on the deck while watching birds flying back and forth over the massive swamps.
Some of the better birds seen includ&@ttled Crane, many Hamerkops, African Marsh

Harrier , Thick-billed Weaver, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, Arrow -marked Babbler,

andSwamp Boubou

Southern Pied Babblewas seen in MahawgGame Reserve.

Day 14, 1% November 2019. Okavango Panhandle boast cruise and birding

As usual today would prove to be one of kinghlights of the tour as we spent a large proportion

of the day on a boat exploring the many waterways of the Okavango. Our main target for the day
wasP el 60s Fi,which thapkfulyvdid not take too long find thanks to the sharp eyes of

our guide Otto. We were able to watch a single bird close to our boat at its dayvtoktis

“;@'
BiFdﬂMurs info@birdingecotours.com
V

www.birdingecotours.com



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

12| TRIP REPORT Namibia, Botswana and Victoria Falldlovember2019

always special to see. Other top birds seen this morning inchfdedn Skimmer, Long-toed

and African Wattled Lapwings, Collared Pratincole, Goliath Heron, White-backed and
Black-crowned Night Herons Greater Swamp Warbler, Chirping Cisticola, Hadada lIbis,
Western Osprey African Fish Eagle, Lanner Falcon, Malachite, Giant, and Pied
Kingfishers, African Stonechat andFan-tailed Widowbird .

After the boat cruise we had a Waaround camp and foundlfrican Barred Owlet, Ret z 6 s
Helmetshrike, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Green Wood Hoopoe Southern Yellow White-

eye Brown Twinspot, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Broad-billed Roller, and Terrestrial
Brownbul.

In the late afternoon we went for another boat crume this time we headed south from
Dr ot sGahing, which resulted in a slightly different mix of speciesdditional to this
morning we foundifrican Pygmy Goose Slaty Egret, Western Banded Snake EagleA|l | en 6 s
Gallinule, African Snipe, andGrey-rumped Swallow.

4

- Eirdlng&Ecocaurs
-

Domini¢ Kollinson >

Al l ends S|®)Wd éII duniria brief downpour on cafternoonbot cruise.

Day 15, 18" November 2019. Okavango Panhandle to Katima Mulilo

We had a brief wal k i n CCabirsthisvrooonohgwiiohddisl nobagldh i n d
much besides a juvenifereater Honeyguide After thisit was time to head back into Namibia,
andwe made ouway eastthroughthe Caprivi Strip.

The long drive east did not produce much of interst we arrived at our accommodatiain
Caprivi Houseboat Safaris in Katima Mulilo with some time to litgting the afternoon. A

quick walk around camp produced the beaut®ut h al o w6 sas Well as@&ey Tit-
Flycatcher, Purple-banded Sunbird, Long-tailed Paradise Whydah and J amesonoés
Firefinch.

Later that afternoon we did another boat cruise, this time along the ZaRiegiand were
rewarded with great sightings éffrican Finfoot, Purple Heron, African Openbill, White-
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crowned Lapwing, Half-collared Kingfisher, Trumpeter Hornbill, Little Bittern, and

Tropical Boubou.

After dinner we headed out with the lodge owrauirt, who took us to a spot where he had seen
nightjars the |l ast few nights. ThSguakesled,o Curt
Fiery-necked amnd, most importantly the spectaculaPennantwinged Nightjar. In the same

area we also found/estern Barn Owl.

Bird of the trip for manythe malePennantwinged Nightjarseen in Katima Mulilo

Day 16, 17 November 2019. Katima Mulilo to Livingstone

We only had the morning to bird this incredibly birith areasowe got up early to tryo find as
much as possible. We went to a pan whichlbesker Jacanaon it, and it did not take long for a
bird to pop out, withAfrican Pygmy Goose Rufous-bellied Heron, Long-toed Lapwing, and
Luapula Cisticola all showing well nearby. In the surrounding woodlands we recodestern
Banded Snake EagleRed-footed Falcon Grey-headed Bushshrike Yellow-throated Bush
Sparrow (Petronia), Striped Kingfisher, Kurrichane Thrush, Grey Penduline Tit, and
Amethyst Sunbird.

Just as we were leaviraur accommodatiowe had good looks at a maB®mpper Sunbird and
then made our way nearly the NamibiaZambia border post. The border unfortunately took a
while to negotiatebuteventually we were in Zambia and undertook the long and verydsioe
to Livingstone.

After a long dags travel and settlg into our accommodation we enjoyed aafr meal and a
well-deserved beer as we looked out over the Zambezi into Zimbabwe.

Day 17, 18 November 2019. Victoria Falls and Livingstone birding
Today was a day we were all looking forward to asneeld makeour way into Zimbabwe and
to Victoria Falls However first things first, we had some birding to do in the braled
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woodl ands close to the 1 odge. Mhyh seiccessbul as wen g 6 s |
addedCut-throat Finch, Racket-tailed Roller, Neddicky, St i er | i n\Wadbker, Rdle e n
Flycatcher, Miombo Rock Thrush, Eurasian Hobby, Lizard Buzzard, and White-winged

Widowbird , with the highlight beindvliombo Pied Barbet here at itsouthern extent.

Thankfully the border crossing was quick and easyd then we spent the next few hours

walking around and enjoying the impressive falls from many different angles and vantage points.
The |1 ocal -omTaumeynaéddlos hg Oh &t  me dedanty sppropriate,

with the noise at times deafening and the smoke (mist) wetting us all. While we were here,
certainly did not ignore the many birda the areaand soonrecordedBearded Scrub Robin

Redfaced Cisticola African Paradise Flycatcher Spectacled Weaver Red-winged

Starling, Rock Pratincole, andAfrican Black Swift.

OQur final afternoonés bir djanditstiwpreaducadpghe gobdswa n d e
with Olive Woodpecker, Red-chested Cuckoo Collared Palm Thrush, andVillage Weaver

all added to the lisiWe then enjoyed our last dinner of the trip and reminisced about the fun and
sightings from the last couptd weeks.

Day 18, 19' November 2019. Livingstone birding and departure

On the final morningwe again birdecaround campwhere we adde@ronze Mannikin and

Natal Spurfowl, with a group ofSouthern Ground Hornbills on the other side of the Zambezi
beinga lastminute bonus. However, the fun was not quite olvecausgust as we were leaving

camp forthe Livingstonearport we had a very close encounter wahmediumsized Black
Mamba, which certainly gaves a little fright!

We then safely hopped back into the vehicle and concluded a really fun and highly successful 18
days in the region, with 8bird specieseenand lots of fond memories to look batck
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Bird List - Following I0C (9.2)

Birdsb heard onlyd are marked with (H) after

The following notation after species names is used to show conservation status following
BirdLife International: CE = Critically Endangered, EN = Endangered=WiInerable, NT =
Near Threatened:he Namibiarendemias bolded.

Common name \ Scientific name

Ostriches (Struthionidae)
Common Ostrich ‘ Struthio camelus

Guineafowl (Numididae)
Helmeted Guineafowl \ Numida meleagris

Pheasants & Allies(Phasianidae)

Orange River Francolin Scleroptila gutturalis
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena
Redbilled Spurfowl Pternistis adspersus
Rednecked Spurfowl Pternistis afer

Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis

Ducks, Geese, Swan#natidae)

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Spurwinged Goose Plectropterus gambensis
Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus
Hottentot Teal Spatulahottentota

Cape Teal Anas capensis
Redbilled Teal Anas erythrorhyncha
Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma

Nightjars (Caprimulgidae)

Rufouscheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena

Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis

FreckledNightjar Caprimulgus tristigma

Squaretailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii

Pennanwinged Nightjar Caprimulgus vexillarius
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Common name Scientific name
Swifts (Apodidae)

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
Common Swift Apus apus

African Black Swift Apus barbatus
Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi

Little Swift Apus affinis
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer

Turacos (Musophagidae)

Schalow's Turaco Tauraco schalowi
Grey Geawaybird Corythaixoides concolor
Bustards (Otididae)

Kori Bustard- NT Ardeotis Kkori
Ruppell's Korhaan Eupodotis rueppelii
Redcrested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista
Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides

Cuckoos (Cuculidae)

Copperytailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus
White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus
Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii
Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus
Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas
Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus
African Cuckoo Cuculusgularis
Redchested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius
Sandgrouse (Pteroclidae)

Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua
Doublebanded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus

Pigeons, Doves (Columbidae)

Rock Dove Columba livia

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea

Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens

Redeyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata
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Common name

Scientific name

Ring-necked Dove

Streptopelia capicola

Laughing Dove

Spilopelia senegalensis

Emeraldspotted Wood Dove

Turtur chalcospilos

Namaqua Dove

Oena capensis

African Green Pigeon

Treron calvus

Finfoots (Heliornithidae)

African Finfoot

Podica senegalensis

Rails, Crakes & Coots (Rallidae)

African Rail (H)

Rallus caerulescens

Black Crake

Amaurornis flavirostra

Baillon's Crake

Porzana pusilla

African Swamphen

Porphyrio madagascariensis

Allen's Gallinule

Porphyrio alleni

Common Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus

Redknobbed Coot

Fulica cristata

Cranes (Gruidae)

Wattled Crane VU

Grus carunculata

Grebes (Podicipedidae)

Little Grebe

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Black-necked Grebe

Podiceps nigricollis

Flamingos (Phoenicopteridae)

Greater Flamingo

Phoenicopterus roseus

Lesser Flaminge NT

Phoeniconaias minor

Stonecurlews, Thick-knees (Burhinidae)

Water Thickknee

Burhinus vermiculatus

Spotted Thickknee

Burhinus capensis

Oystercatchers (Haematopodidae)

African Oystercatcher

Haematopus moquini

Stilts, Avocets (Recurvirostridae)

Black-winged Stilt

Himantopus himantopus

Pied Avocet

Recurvirostra avosetta

www.birdingecotours.com

X

Birdifg

|

4
A

/
[

’Ecotours

info@birdingecotours.com



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

18| TRIP REPORT

Namibia, Botswana and Victoria Falldlovember2019

Common name

Scientific name

Plovers (Charadriidae)

Long-toed Lapwing

Vanellus crassirostris

Blacksmith Lapwing

Vanellus armatus

White-crowned Lapwing

Vanellus albiceps

Crowned Lapwing

Vanellus coronatus

African Wattled Lapwing

Vanellussenegallus

Grey Plover

Pluvialis squatarola

Common Ringed Plover

Charadrius hiaticula

Kittlitz's Plover

Charadrius pecuarius

Threebanded Plover

Charadrius tricollaris

White-fronted Plover

Charadrius marginatus

Chestnutbanded Plover NT

Charadrius pallidus

Caspian Plover

Charadrius asiaticus

Jacanas (Jacanidae)

Lesser Jacana

Microparra capensis

African Jacana

Actophilornis africanus

Sandpipers, Snipes (Scolopacidae)

Whimbrel

Numenius phaeopus

Eurasian Curlew NT

Numenius arquata

Bar-tailed Godwit- NT

Limosa lapponica

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Ruff Calidris pugnax
Curlew Sandpiper NT Calidris ferruginea
Sanderling Calidris alba

Little Stint Calidris minuta

African Snipe

Gallinagonigripennis

Common Sandpiper

Actitis hypoleucos

Marsh Sandpiper

Tringa stagnatilis

Wood Sandpiper

Tringa glareola

Common Greenshank

Tringa nebularia

Coursers, Pratincoles (Glareolidae)

Doublebanded Courser

Rhinoptilus africanus

CollaredPratincole

Glareola pratincola

Rock Pratincole

Glareola nuchalis
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