COMPLETE NAMIBIA &8 SET DEPARTURE BIRDING TRIP
REPORT

300CTOBER i 17 NOVEMBER 2021

By Dominic Rollinson

ThisfemaldHa r t | a u b 6 showsdnarediblyomvelllin the Erongo Mountains.
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Overview

This fantastic 19lay Complete Namibiabirding tour was to replace our reguléfamibia,

Botswana and Victoridalls itinerary for 2021 due to travel limitations and difficulties during

the Covid pandemic. The adjusted Complete Namibia itinerary would ensure no border crossings
after arrival in Namibia. The itinerary would follow a similar route while in Namiboavever

the Okavango Swamg8otswana and Victoria Fall§Zimbabweg would not be visited on this

tour. We did howevewisit comparabldh abi t at s i n Na nwhibhiresdlted inGa pr i v i
similar suite of bird and wildlife species

While in Namibia, searching for Namibian specials/rmaidemics is high up on the agenda and
we certainly did welbn this tour managing to findnany of these specialsinclmgiHa r t | aub 6 s
Spurfowl, Rippell's Korhaan, Damara Tern,Bur c hel | 0 s, ViSlet Wdod Hoopos e
Ruppell's Parrot, White-tailed Shrike, Sou z a 6 s, R8fbuslhelked Tit, Gr ay 6 s
Benguela Longbilled, Karoo Long-billed, DuneandSt a r k 6 sMolLnat rekasd@amara
Red-billed Hornbills, Black-faced Ha r t | andBam@-sheeked BabblersHerero Chat and
Sharp-tailed Starling. We also found many less rangestricted but equally important species
such asSecretarybird, African Pygmy Goose African Skimmer, White-backed Night
Heron, Pallid Harrier, Augur Buzzard, | Lodgwaed) Gapwindd Lessera r d
Jacang B u r c h e ludsed, sSRoclC Bratincole, Ve r r e a u x -©wl, PErantwanged
Nightjar,Br ad f i e |, Bygnsy Fé&can Sodiable Weavey Crimson-breasted Shrikeand
many othersThe trip list totaled 407 bird species of which five were heard only!
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Namibia is also welknown for its incredible wildlife viewing opportunities and we managed to

find some great mammaléncluding Te mmi nc k 6 s Gr q Bidedtripddalackgab | i n
Honey Badger Small Spotted Genet Spotted Hyeng Cheetah Lion, Leopard, ( Har t mann o
Mountain Zebra, Black and White Rhinoceros, African Elephant, African Buffalo, Sable

Giraffe, Gemsbok (Southern Oryx Damara Dikdik and many other widespread mammal
speciesAll in all, we recorded 46 mammal species over the 19 days of this trip.

Etosha normally provides great sightingsBdé&ck Rhinoceros

Finally, it would be amiss to not mention the incredible scenery and panoramas we experienced
on this tour.The massive red dunes of Sossuswiare visited early on in the trippefore we
enjoyed the majesty of Spitzkopped tha@ the vast and starkeauty of EtshaNational Park

before heading northeast to the lusbodlands of the Caprivi Strip, with time spent on the
mighty Zambezi River.

Detailed Report

Day 1,30" October 2021. Windhoek birding

With Janis Glendaand | all having arrived into Windhoek the previous evening, it meant we

could start our birding right away. Timeo r n ibimdgh@ around our lodge grounds was a great
introduction to Namibian woodland birRkdng anc
billed Spurfowl, Namaqua Dove Rosyfaced Lovebird, Grey Go-away-bird, Black-chested

Prinia, Chestnut-vented Warbler, Southern Pied Babbler Groundscraper Thrush, a family

of Common Ostrich and the vividly coloredCrimson-breasted Shrike A short walkinto the
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surrounding woodlands produced a wonderful sighting &fearl-spotted Owlet which was
having a hard time being mobbed Bgrk-tailed Drongo, Common Scimitarbill, Acacia Pied
Barbet, Pririt Batis, Marico Sunbird, Burnt-necked and Yellow-bellied Eremomelasand
Violet-eared Waxbill. Loud drumming from a nearby tree gave awaymale Bearded
Woodpecker and seedeaters were well representgth Great Sparrow, Greenwinged
Pytilia, Red-billed QueleaandScaly-feathered Weavers all seen well.

Birding& Ec%tcurs
v

Dominic Roffinson.

Crimson-breasted Shrikes always a popular species on Namibian tours.

After lunch we decided to head into Windhoek city for sametiand birding which proved to be
really productiveA stop at a dam on the outskirts of WindhoekduwmedAfrican Swamphen,
Common Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coot and our two main targetSouthern Pochard and
Maccoa Duck It was the local sewage works next, which was full of birds with thousands of
loud and conspicuou#/attled Starlings being the most abundant species. The waterbirds were
well represented bysrey and SquaccoHerons, Black-crowned Night Heron, Blue-billed

Teal, Little Grebe, Great White Pelican, Reed Cormorant, African Darter , Black Crake,
Common andWood Sandpipersand manyThree-banded Plovers The surrounding bush had
Mo n t e and@aara Redbilled Hornbill , White-backed Mousebirdand manyEuropean
Beeeaters En route back to our lodge in the late afternoon we came across Wiee-
backed and Lappet-faced Vultures both unfortunately now listed as Critically Endangered by
the International Union for the Conservation of NatuttdCN)!

The evzeningended perfectly when we were sat doing our bird list for the day and were distracted
by a strange higbpitched call which turned out to be/destern Barn Owl as it was mobbing a
Verr eaux-0wl. Tieaegglesvl posed perfectly for us ande were all able to enjoy
prolonged scope views.
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Day 2, 315t October 2021. Windhoek to Sossusvlei

As was to ke the trend for the rest of the trip, we were again up early and went for a drive in the
surrounding wooded areas. The drive started well as we finally got visualBasfead Wren-
Warbler (which would not ceoperate the day before) and had brief flyby \@evfL u d wi g 6 s
Bustard and South African Shelduck Further along the road we found good numbers of
Desert Cisticolaas well asBlack-chested Snake EagleBlack-winged Kite, Pale Chanting
Goshawk (soon to be referred to as PC@Red-crested Korhaan Swallow-tailed Beeeater,

African Hoopoe, Sabota Lark and manySociable Weaversnear to their massive communal
nests.

After a late breakfast we set off on the long drive west to the Sossusvlei area where we would be
based for two nights. The drive was a scemie and we made sure we stopped for anything of
interest which includediva h | b e r g,bak -likeaBytireg, White-throated Canary, Red-

headed Finch Short-toed Rock Thrush, Chat Flycatcher and the unfortunate carcass of a
Spotted Eagl®©Owl. We enjoyed our lunch stop at the top of Spreegtshoogte Pass which has
spectacular views out over the desert plains. In the general area we had a briéutiyloy
Buzzard and a very showBokmakierie.

Usaa :'@\, SR

R 5 ARG o

White-throated Canariesvere common ithearid areas of Namibia.

Once down in the plains, roadside stops produlednaqua Sandgrouse Grey-backed
Sparrow-Lark , Mountain Wheatear, African Red-eyed Bulbul and a few new interesting
mammals such a&emsbok (Southern Oryx)Springbok and a pair bKlipspringer (a rock-

loving antelope).We ended the day with a beautiful sunset as we enjoyed our tasty and
wholesome dinner.
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Day 3, 15t November 2@1. Sossusvlei sightseeing and birding

We woke up before dawn and had an early breakfast as we were to spend the morning in the
impressive and picturesque red dunes of Sossusvlei. Sightseeing was the main purpose of the
morning (and the dunes certainly did daappoin}, however we still managed to tick off a few

more important target birddongthe drive to and from SossusvigVe spent a decent amount of

time photographing the incredible landscape and even managed to get thdohaged of a
Gemsbokwith the huge red dunes as a backdddghlights of the morning (besides the red
dunes) was a pair of showy and voBalppell's Korhaan on the side of the road and a large
group of 36G40Bur ¢ h el | 6.3VithCleeumersuey Irising, we decided to takedisy after

our lunch before our afternodnp out

We began t hbirdirg by \esiting dhe mmpressive steggided canyon at Sesriem
which was relatively quiet however we did find an obliging pair of the incredibly Bytamy
Falconin the generaarea. From here we headed to Elim Dune in the hope of finding Dune Lark
however unfortunately our luck had run out for the day. Nearby we did manage to improve our
views (and photos) @ u r ¢ h e | | Gasd a®bathern iscalalso showed well here.

We had great views &ygmy Falconnear Sesriem.

Day 4, 2"4 November 2@1. Birding the desert and transfer to Walvis Bay

Webegan the morning by birding some of the di
productive but did however produce anotRggmy Falconas well as a couple groups of calling
Ruppell's Korhaan before we enjoyed an early breakfast.

It was then the long dirt road to Walvis Bay with a couple stops en route prod<aing
Long-billed Lark and a dozenordou d wi g 6 s , iBBaingleés amnd gpasrs. Closer to Walvis
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Bay we lucked upon a pair of extremely confidi®@r ay 6 s whichrniadefor great
photographic opportunitigsee below)

Gr ay 0 swaslparticiarly friendly near to Walvis Bay.

Our afternoon around Walvis Bay wsgentbirding the salt works which despite the incredibly
windy conditions, did produce a number of new shorebirds (waders) and other waterbirds.
Highlights for the afternoon includdfled-necked Phalarope Pied Avocet White-fronted and
Chestnutbanded Plovers Ruddy Turnstone and Caspian Greater Crested Common and
Sandwich Terns

Day 5, 39 November 2@1. Walvis Bay boat cruise andwalvis Bay birding

We started the morningykheading out prelawn to Rooibank wher@une Lark did not prove
toodi fficult and eventually our patience was
bird endemicin the area we alssawBokmakierie, Diederik Cuckoo andPririt Batis.

After a quick breakfast we headed out on our boat cruise of Walvis Bay which is always an
entertaining morning ouGreat White Pelican and Afro -Australasian Fur Sealsjoined us on

the boat for some of the journey as they enjoyed an easy fish meal and we al$onaahy
Sooty Shearwaters a singleWhite-chinned Petreland a pair ofAfrican Penguins. Common
Bottle-nosed Dolphinswere skittish but did eventually show well athpe and Crowned
Cormorants gave good viewas we left and entered the harbor.

During lunch at our accommodatiome enjoyed brief views dDrange River White-eyewhich
flitted about the leafy gardefihe afternoon was spent back in the salt works to see what other
species we could add here and were rewarded with great views of a pair of the Qamara

www.birdingecotours.com info@birdingecotours.com



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

8| TRIP REPORT Complete Namibia: November2021

Tern as well the regular mix of shorebirds suchCaslew andMarsh Sandpipers Little Stint,
Common Greenshank Bar-tailed Godwit andCommon RingedandGrey Plovers We ended

the day with a fantastic dinner overlooking the esplanade and enjoying another fine African
sunset.

Day 6, 4" November 2@1. Transfer to Ai-Aiba Lodge, Spitzkoppe birding en route

We left Walvis Bay early as we had a long ddyead of us witimany important bird targets.
Unfortunately,a quick stop at the guano platform just north e¥riadid not produce the hoped

for Bank Cormoranthowever once we were through the sea mist and into the desert the birding
soon picked up.

Nearby to the picturesque and impressive Spitzkoppe we found large flocks of the nomadic
St ar k 0as wdllasakdeRippell's Korhaans. Once we were at the baseSpitzkoppe we

birded the adjacent scrub and boulders and managed toLfiad/ ar d 6 s , DMsky b | er
Sunbird, Black-chested Prinig Pririt Batis and eventually an incredibly confiding pair of
Herero Chats. The chat quietly went about feeding in the shade of a tree and allowed us to
watch and photograph them at pelatéink distancew/hichwas a real treat to experience.

We spent avhile watchingHerero Chatsas they fed at Spitzkoppe.

After eventually tearing oselves away from the chats we headed northwest to the small mining
town of Uis where we had another special lark to look for. It took a lot longer than anticipated
andas we were about to give up (top tip: once you give up all hope, the desired spedigs sho
show itselfright away we spotted a dark figure sheltering in the shade of a bush which turned
out to be our target, Benguela Longbilled Lark .

("
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After breathing a heavy sigh of relief, we continuedt@m\i Aiba Rock Painting Lodge where

we were to stay for the next t waherguiegbuttdisl . The
reveal Pearl-spotted Owlet Double-banded SandgrouseCape Bunting and the impressive

rock artfor which the area is weknown.

During our incredibly tagtdinner we were treated to views lefeckled Nightjar andDouble-
banded Sandgrouseeoming to drink from the small waterholé was a great relaxed end to an
intense and thoroughly rewarding day of birding!

Day 7, 5" November 2@1. Birding the Namib Escarpment

We set out early from the lodge for a walk around the impressive granite koppies in the area. The
walk started eerily quiet but once the sun came out this soon ch&hgedrime target for the
morningwasHa r t | a u b 6 sand Sffeuhedrimgvalcovey calling from some nearby rocks,

we managed some fine views. Unfortunat®gckrunner only showed briefly this morning and

did not pose for the camer@ther great birds included small groups of the &tate-tailed

Shrike as well asAshy Tit, Lanner Falcon, Rock Kestrel, Mont ei r o 6 andPriatr n b i | |
Batis.

During our late breakfast we watched as hordes of birds cartedrink from the bird bath
including the likes oRed-headed Finch Lark -like Bunting, Green-winged Pytilia, White-
throated Canary, African Red-eyed BulbulandWhite-browed Sparrow-Weaver.

We saw a number of groupsWhite-tailed Shrikesin the drierbushveldareas of Namibia.
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We spent the heéaf the late morning and midday in the-aonditioned car as well asree time
in Omaruru whichdid not add much ointerest however we did come across makhite-tailed
Shrikes and our firstGiraffe andKudu of the trip.

Later in the afternoon we headed back into Omaruru where we had good views of feeding
Ruppell's Parrot as well adDamara Redbilled andMo nt e i r o 6 sandhhany attpactivel s
and noisyRosyfaced Lovebirds. On our way home in the fading light, we came across a
comical sceneas aSpotted Thick-knee and Black-backed Jackal squareeup on the road
which ended with the jackal heading off into the bush.

TheRUppell's Parrotsat Omaruru were particularly coperative.

Day 8, 6" November 2®1. Transfer to Etosha

With only fleeting glimpses dRockrunner the previous morning, we decidaaltry to improve

our viewsof this Namibian neaendemictoday. We headed out to the sanageaas yesterday
morning and after a bit of wor Kk, we eventual
beautiful warbling call, as it sat up on a bould@ther birds seen during our early morning walk

included Common Scimitarbill, Mo nt ei r o 6 sWhikedailea IShrike] Yellow-bellied

Eremomela L ay ar d 6 s and/a paib dA&ican Hawk -Eagles

After another scrumptious breakfasé packed up and left the escarpment and made our way

north to Etosha National Parkys el v one of Africads top game p
of the midday andotook it easy for a little while before heading out in the late afternoon for a

game drive. Despite thetenseheat, we soon notched up some good birds and wildlifeisgght

Some of the highlights includeRed-capped St a r, &abosg Pink-billed, Spike-heeled and
Rufous-naped Larks, Capped Wheatear Ant-eating Chat Grey-backed SparrowlLark,

Greater Kestrel, Double-bandedandBronze-winged Coursers DesertCisticola and the huge
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Kori Bustard. As always in Etosha, there were large numbers of game around and we came
acrossBlack-backed Jackal Plains Zebra, Giraffe, Gemsbok (Southern Oryx Common

Wildebeest Springbok and the cuteSteenbok After our dinner we spent some time at
Okaukuejobs famous f | oo dBlack Rhinadroscoming dewnwh er e v
drink and socialize and also sawarsh and Western Barn Owl, while Rufous-cheeked

Nightjars hawked insects above the watlways a great way to end the day!

Day 9, 7" November 2@1. Etosha birding and wildlife viewing

We woke up excited with the prospect of a full day enjoying the birds and wildlife of Etosha, and
the day certainly did not disappoint! From Okaukuejo we headed east and ultimately arrived at
Halali Camp in the late morning. Birding the open plains on the edtealry lake produced
Rufous-eared Warbler, Great Sparrow, Red-crested and Northern Black Korhaans, Chat
Flycatcher, Common Ostrich and a coupl®f Secretarybirds. Stops at waterholes close to the
main road were productive with sightings @ape and Red-billed Teals, Little Egret and the
highlight in the form of a beautiful maleallid Harrier , as it huntedn the surrounding plains.
The game sightings on our driveere fantasticas we came across a particularly feiBtack
Rhinoceros a bloodsoakedSpotted Hyena gouging on a young Springbok (witBlack-
backed Jackalsin tow), a singleHoney Badgerand large numbers @bmmoner game such as
Impala, Springbok, Red Hartebeest Common Wildebeestand the massivafrican Elephant
whichis numerous in Etosha

ThisSpotted Hyenavas seen (and heard) snacking on an unfortunate Springbok.

Arriving at Halali Camp, it did not take long until we had bagged our targets which included
Bare-cheeked Babbler Violet Wood HoopoeandC a r p 6.sThe birdlife around the camp
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was particularly livelywhere we alsomanagedto find African Grey, Damara Red-billed,
Southern Red-billed and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, Southern White-crowned
Shrike and Marico Flycatcher. On our way backo Okaukuejo we found a kettle of vultures
which comprised of mostlyVhite-backed Vultures but also had a singl&/hite-headed
Vulture .

Violet Wood Hoopoewvere seen feeding chicks in Halali Camp.

Day 10, 8" November 2@1. Eastern Etoshabirding

Today was our last full day in Etosha we made our way from Okaukuejo to the eastern edge of
the park at Mokuti Lodge (right outside the eastern park entrance). We spent some time around
Okaukuejo in the early morning where we managed to track d@ape Penduline Titwhile the

drive east thwugh the park producetdappet-faced Vulture, Gabar Goshawk Greater

Kestrel, Brubru , Lesser Grey ShrikeandGroundscraper Thrush.

We enjoyed a |l ate |l unch at the par k éaswalkmo st
around which gave us plenty of new birds includiM@rtial Eagle, Red-necked Falcon

Bur chel | §Blacksbacked Puffimagk and aMarabou Stork at the waterhole. During

our walk we heard bt of commotion coming from a nearby tree, with birdsrgivtheirexcited

alarm calls, upon closer inspection we foundezentsized Southern African Rock Python
curled up in the higher branches, much to the annoyance of the local birds.

After Namutoni we headed north to the Andoni Plains in the hope oh§insibme grassland
species and any form of big cat. The cats did not play along but we didlisedCrane,
Eastern Clapper Lark and good numbers of waterbirds includi@hestnut-banded and
Kittl it zabdSout AfocaneShedduck
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Late in the afternoon we headed out the park and into Mbkdtgewhere we used thedt hour
of daylight to track dowrlack-faced Babbler Me y e r 6 s, Ciesdted Frantolin, Orange-

breasted Bushshrikeand White-bellied Sunbird. After a long day in the f&ican bush we
enjoyed a great braai (barbecue) and settléorithe evening.

Black-faced Babblershowed well at Mokuti Lodge.

Day 11, 9" November 2@1. Eastern Etosha birding and transfer to Rundu

As we had not yet seen any luats,we decided to head into Etosha National Park one last time
to see if we could change our luck. Our luck certainly did change when we fouri¢heetahs
which we were able to enjoy for a while. After tldtenda spottedome movement under a bush
which turned out to ba small pride ofLions which were lazing about under trees near a
waterhole (asions do).

We had a good drive ahead of us today so after getting our big cé# e parkandheaded

northwest toward®Rkundu. The drive was mostly uneventful however we didBnda df i el d 6 s
Hornbill , Black Cuckooshrike, Scarletchested Sunbird and White-crested Helmetshrike

during our lunch stop.

We arrived at Taranga Safari Lodge, near Rundu late in the afternoon and after unpacking we
took a walk around camp to see what new species awaited us, now that we had moved
significantly further eastThe camp was alive with birds and it did not take longl we had a

long list of trip ticks such a®vhite-browed Robin-Chat, White-browed Scrub Robin Red-

faced Mousebird Greater Honeyguide Violet-backed Starling, Yellow-bellied Greenbul,
Dark-capped Bulbul, African Paradise Flycatcher, Swamp Bouboy Black-collared Barbet,

Little Bee-eater and many others. We spent a coupfehours waiting for the longtaying,
vagrantR o s s 0 s to Show lautcunfortunately that would have to waitil tomorrow.
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Day 12, 10" November 2@1. Rundu birding and transfer through the Caprivi Strip

We got up early and headed to tReo s s 6 s sTt uarkaecoou t and thankfully
until this unmistakable violet, red and yellow turaco showed for us. The bird was very skittish

but after some effort we got deteviews of this vagrant which normally occurs much further

north of the border. The camp was again very birdy and we further &udid-browed and
Coppery-tailed Coucals Black and Jacobin Cuckoos African Green Pigeon Terrestrial

Brownbul, MosqueSwallowandHar t | aubads Babbl er

We had another long drive today, so we hit the road soon after breakfast and made our way east
through the Caprivi StripWe had r ecent information on Souz
search the woodlands near Katere. péeked the cawalked into the woodlands and within a

few minutes we had a very obligi®jo u z a 6 swhiShhaloived @s to spend about 20 minutes
watching it as it went about huntingven impaling its prey on thorns! In the area we also had
Tinkling Cisticola, Klaas@s Cuckoq African Harrier -Hawk and callingCoqui Francolin.

S o u z a 6 swasSfaundiwkheelative ease in the breladfed woodlands of the Caprivi Strip.

With a lot of ground still to be covered we did not linger here and soon pressed onto Katima
Mulilo where we would be based for the next two nightst outside Katima Mulilo we found a
huge feeding flock ofYellow-billed Kites numbering into the thousasdwe spent about

30 minutes enjoying the incredible spectacle and also had a doesder Spotted Eaglesome

in to enjoy the flying ant feasWe arrived at Caprivi Houseboat Safaris late in the afternoon but
still with enough time to enjoy a sunsetismialong the Zambezi RiveRiver cruises are always

very peaceful and relaxing and the kirgenerally show very well and are quite approachable.
Today was no different andenfound a number of new birds dlme cruise such a#frican
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Skimmer, African Finfoot, Malachite, Pied and Giant Kingfishers, Hadada lIbis, White-
crowned Lapwing, Broad-billed RollerandHo | ubds Gol.den Weaver

Day 13, 11" November 2@1. Katima Mulilo birding

We had the full day to explore the Katima Mulilo area and had local expert Curt to show us
around and try tick off as marmf our targets as possibM/e started with the loud and beautiful
Schal owo swhich showed ovell around camp before making owaywearby to the
Yellow-throated Leaflove stakeout which did not prove too difficult either. After a quick
breakfast we birded some nearby wetlands which proved really productive and we soon added
Knob-billed Duck, Blue-billed Teal, African Openbill, Rufous-bellied Heron, Hamerkop,

Greater Painted-snipe Lesser Jacana Collared Pratincole, Eurasian Hobby, Southern
Carmine BeeeaterandPlain-backed Pipit.

Lesser Jacanasvere surpisingly numerous in the wetlands around Katima Mulilo.

After some lunch ana quick siesta, we headed back out again to explore more wetlands and
surrounding bushveld and again added a whole host of new and exciting species including the
likes of African Pygmy Goose Brown and J amesonds ,FYellowffontedc h e s
Tinkerbird , Willow Warbler , Southern Black and Spotted Flycatchers Collared and
Purple-banded Sunbirds with Common Myna andNorthern Grey-headed Sparrowseen in

town. A very scruffylooking Side-striped Jackal was also seen in the adjacgmnasslandsin

the late afternoon we headed out on another boat cruise. This time we went upstream and found
Rock Pratincole, Village Weaver, African Wattled Lapwing , Whiskered Tern and a roosting
juvenile White-backed Night Heron
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