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This female Hartlaubôs Spurfowl showed incredibly well in the Erongo Mountains. 
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Overview 

 

This fantastic 19-day Complete Namibia birding tour was to replace our regular Namibia, 

Botswana and Victoria Falls itinerary for 2021 due to travel limitations and difficulties during 

the Covid pandemic. The adjusted Complete Namibia itinerary would ensure no border crossings 

after arrival in Namibia. The itinerary would follow a similar route while in Namibia, however 

the Okavango Swamps (Botswana) and Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe) would not be visited on this 

tour. We did however visit comparable habitats in Namibiaôs Caprivi Strip which resulted in a 

similar suite of bird and wildlife species.  

While in Namibia, searching for Namibian specials/near-endemics is high up on the agenda and 

we certainly did well on this tour, managing to find many of these specials including Hartlaubôs 

Spurfowl, Rüppell's Korhaan, Damara Tern, Burchellôs Sandgrouse, Violet Wood Hoopoe, 

Rüppell's Parrot , White-tailed Shrike, Souzaôs Shrike, Rufous-bellied Tit , Grayôs, 

Benguela Long-billed, Karoo Long-billed, Dune and Starkôs Larks, Monteiroôs and Damara 

Red-billed Hornbills , Black-faced, Hartlaubôs and Bare-cheeked Babblers, Herero Chat and 

Sharp-tailed Starling. We also found many less range-restricted but equally important species 

such as Secretarybird, African Pygmy Goose, African Skimmer , White-backed Night 

Heron, Pallid Harrier , Augur Buzzard, Ludwigôs Bustard, Long-toed Lapwing, Lesser 

Jacana, Burchellôs Courser, Rock Pratincole, Verreauxôs Eagle-Owl, Pennant-winged 

Nightjar , Bradfieldôs Swift, Pygmy Falcon, Sociable Weaver, Crimson-breasted Shrike and 

many others. The trip list totaled 407 bird species of which five were heard only! 

 

 

Rüppell's Korhaan showed beautifully in the Sossusvlei area. 
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Namibia is also well-known for its incredible wildlife viewing opportunities and we managed to 

find some great mammals, including Temminckôs Ground Pangolin, Side-striped Jackal, 

Honey Badger, Small Spotted Genet, Spotted Hyena, Cheetah, Lion , Leopard, (Hartmannôs) 

Mountain Zebra , Black and White Rhinoceros, African Elephant, African Buffalo , Sable, 

Giraffe , Gemsbok (Southern Oryx), Damara Dikdik  and many other widespread mammal 

species. All in all , we recorded 46 mammal species over the 19 days of this trip.  

 

 

Etosha normally provides great sightings of Black Rhinoceros. 

 

Finally, it would be amiss to not mention the incredible scenery and panoramas we experienced 

on this tour. The massive red dunes of Sossusvlei were visited early on in the trip, before we 

enjoyed the majesty of Spitzkoppe and then the vast and stark beauty of Etosha National Park, 

before heading northeast to the lush woodlands of the Caprivi Strip, with time spent on the 

mighty Zambezi River.  

 

Detailed Report 

 

Day 1, 30th October 2021. Windhoek birding  

With Janis, Glenda and I all having arrived into Windhoek the previous evening, it meant we 

could start our birding right away. The morningôs birding around our lodge grounds was a great 

introduction to Namibian woodland birding and it wasnôt long before we had ticked off Red-

billed Spurfowl , Namaqua Dove, Rosy-faced Lovebird, Grey Go-away-bird , Black-chested 

Prinia , Chestnut-vented Warbler, Southern Pied Babbler, Groundscraper Thrush, a family 

of Common Ostrich and the vividly colored Crimson-breasted Shrike. A short walk into the 
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surrounding woodlands produced a wonderful sighting of a Pearl-spotted Owlet which was 

having a hard time being mobbed by Fork-tailed Drongo, Common Scimitarbill , Acacia Pied 

Barbet, Pririt Batis , Marico Sunbird , Burnt -necked and Yellow-bellied Eremomelas and 

Violet-eared Waxbill. Loud drumming from a nearby tree gave away a male Bearded 

Woodpecker and seedeaters were well represented with Great Sparrow, Green-winged 

Pytilia , Red-billed Quelea and Scaly-feathered Weavers, all seen well.    

 

 

Crimson-breasted Shrike is always a popular species on Namibian tours. 

 

After lunch we decided to head into Windhoek city for some wetland birding which proved to be 

really productive. A stop at a dam on the outskirts of Windhoek produced African Swamphen, 

Common Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coot and our two main targets, Southern Pochard and 

Maccoa Duck. It was the local sewage works next, which was full of birds with thousands of 

loud and conspicuous Wattled Starlings being the most abundant species. The waterbirds were 

well represented by Grey and Squacco Herons, Black-crowned Night Heron, Blue-billed 

Teal, Little Grebe, Great White Pelican, Reed Cormorant, African Darter , Black Crake, 

Common and Wood Sandpipers and many Three-banded Plovers. The surrounding bush had 

Monteiroôs and Damara Red-billed Hornbill , White-backed Mousebird and many European 

Bee-eaters. En route back to our lodge in the late afternoon we came across a few White-

backed and Lappet-faced Vultures both unfortunately now listed as Critically Endangered by 

the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)! 

The evening ended perfectly when we were sat doing our bird list for the day and were distracted 

by a strange high-pitched call which turned out to be a Western Barn Owl  as it was mobbing a 

Verreauxôs Eagle-Owl. The eagle-owl posed perfectly for us and we were all able to enjoy 

prolonged scope views.  
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Day 2, 31st October 2021. Windhoek to Sossusvlei 

As was to be the trend for the rest of the trip, we were again up early and went for a drive in the 

surrounding wooded areas. The drive started well as we finally got visuals of a Barred Wren-

Warbler  (which would not co-operate the day before) and had brief flyby views of Ludwigôs 

Bustard and South African Shelduck. Further along the road we found good numbers of 

Desert Cisticola as well as Black-chested Snake Eagle, Black-winged Kite, Pale Chanting 

Goshawk (soon to be referred to as PCG!), Red-crested Korhaan, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, 

African Hoopoe, Sabota Lark and many Sociable Weavers near to their massive communal 

nests.  

After a late breakfast we set off on the long drive west to the Sossusvlei area where we would be 

based for two nights. The drive was a scenic one and we made sure we stopped for anything of 

interest which included Wahlbergôs Eagle, Lark -like Bunting , White-throated Canary, Red-

headed Finch, Short-toed Rock Thrush, Chat Flycatcher and the unfortunate carcass of a 

Spotted Eagle-Owl. We enjoyed our lunch stop at the top of Spreegtshoogte Pass which has 

spectacular views out over the desert plains. In the general area we had a brief flyby Augur 

Buzzard and a very showy Bokmakierie. 

 

 

White-throated Canaries were common in the arid areas of Namibia. 

 

Once down in the plains, roadside stops produced Namaqua Sandgrouse, Grey-backed 

Sparrow-Lark , Mountain Wheatear, African Red-eyed Bulbul and a few new interesting 

mammals such as Gemsbok (Southern Oryx), Springbok and a pair of Klipspringer  (a rock-

loving antelope). We ended the day with a beautiful sunset as we enjoyed our tasty and 

wholesome dinner.      
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Day 3, 1st November 2021. Sossusvlei sightseeing and birding 

We woke up before dawn and had an early breakfast as we were to spend the morning in the 

impressive and picturesque red dunes of Sossusvlei. Sightseeing was the main purpose of the 

morning (and the dunes certainly did not disappoint), however we still managed to tick off a few 

more important target birds along the drive to and from Sossusvlei. We spent a decent amount of 

time photographing the incredible landscape and even managed to get the hoped-for shot of a 

Gemsbok with the huge red dunes as a backdrop! Highlights of the morning (besides the red 

dunes) was a pair of showy and vocal Rüppell's Korhaan on the side of the road and a large 

group of 30-40 Burchellôs Coursers. With the mercury rising, we decided to take it easy after 

our lunch before our afternoon trip out.  

We began the afternoonôs birding by visiting the impressive steep-sided canyon at Sesriem 

which was relatively quiet however we did find an obliging pair of the incredibly cute Pygmy 

Falcon in the general area. From here we headed to Elim Dune in the hope of finding Dune Lark 

however unfortunately our luck had run out for the day. Nearby we did manage to improve our 

views (and photos) of Burchellôs Courser and a Southern Fiscal also showed well here.  

 

 

We had great views of Pygmy Falcon near Sesriem.  

 

Day 4, 2nd November 2021. Birding the desert and transfer to Walvis Bay 

We began the morning by birding some of the dirt roads in the area which didnôt prove terribly 

productive but did however produce another Pygmy Falcon as well as a couple groups of calling 

Rüppell's Korhaan before we enjoyed an early breakfast. 

It was then the long dirt road to Walvis Bay with a couple stops en route producing Karoo 

Long-billed Lark  and a dozen or so Ludwigôs Bustards, in singles and pairs. Closer to Walvis 
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Bay we lucked upon a pair of extremely confiding Grayôs Larks which made for great 

photographic opportunities (see below).  

 

 

Grayôs Lark was particularly friendly near to Walvis Bay. 

 

Our afternoon around Walvis Bay was spent birding the salt works which despite the incredibly 

windy conditions, did produce a number of new shorebirds (waders) and other waterbirds. 

Highlights for the afternoon included Red-necked Phalarope, Pied Avocet, White-fronted and 

Chestnut-banded Plovers, Ruddy Turnstone and Caspian, Greater Crested, Common and 

Sandwich Terns.  

 

Day 5, 3rd November 2021. Walvis Bay boat cruise and Walvis Bay birding  

We started the morning by heading out pre-dawn to Rooibank where Dune Lark  did not prove 

too difficult and eventually our patience was rewarded with fantastic views of Namibiaôs only 

bird endemic. In the area we also saw Bokmakierie, Diederik Cuckoo and Pririt  Batis.  

After a quick breakfast we headed out on our boat cruise of Walvis Bay which is always an 

entertaining morning out. Great White Pelican and Afro -Australasian Fur Seals joined us on 

the boat for some of the journey as they enjoyed an easy fish meal and we also added many 

Sooty Shearwaters, a single White-chinned Petrel and a pair of African Penguins. Common 

Bottle-nosed Dolphins were skittish but did eventually show well and Cape and Crowned 

Cormorants gave good views as we left and entered the harbor.   

During lunch at our accommodation, we enjoyed brief views of Orange River White-eye which 

flitted about the leafy garden. The afternoon was spent back in the salt works to see what other 

species we could add here and we were rewarded with great views of a pair of the cute Damara 
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Tern as well the regular mix of shorebirds such as Curlew and Marsh Sandpipers, Little Stint , 

Common Greenshank, Bar-tailed Godwit and Common Ringed and Grey Plovers. We ended 

the day with a fantastic dinner overlooking the esplanade and enjoying another fine African 

sunset.  

 

Day 6, 4th November 2021. Transfer to Ai -Aiba Lodge, Spitzkoppe birding en route 

We left Walvis Bay early as we had a long day ahead of us with many important bird targets. 

Unfortunately, a quick stop at the guano platform just north of town did not produce the hoped-

for Bank Cormorant however once we were through the sea mist and into the desert the birding 

soon picked up.  

Nearby to the picturesque and impressive Spitzkoppe we found large flocks of the nomadic 

Starkôs Lark as well as a few Rüppell's Korhaans. Once we were at the base of Spitzkoppe we 

birded the adjacent scrub and boulders and managed to find Layardôs Warbler, Dusky 

Sunbird, Black-chested Prinia, Pririt Batis  and eventually an incredibly confiding pair of 

Herero Chats. The chats quietly went about feeding in the shade of a tree and allowed us to 

watch and photograph them at point-blank distances which was a real treat to experience. 

 

 

We spent a while watching Herero Chats as they fed at Spitzkoppe. 

 

After eventually tearing ourselves away from the chats we headed northwest to the small mining 

town of Uis where we had another special lark to look for. It took a lot longer than anticipated 

and as we were about to give up (top tip: once you give up all hope, the desired species should 

show itself right away) we spotted a dark figure sheltering in the shade of a bush which turned 

out to be our target, a Benguela Long-billed Lark .  
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After breathing a heavy sigh of relief, we continued on to Ai Aiba Rock Painting Lodge where 

we were to stay for the next two nights. The afternoonôs birding walk was rather quiet but did 

reveal Pearl-spotted Owlet, Double-banded Sandgrouse, Cape Bunting and the impressive 

rock art for which the area is well-known.  

During our incredibly tasty dinner we were treated to views of Freckled Nightjar  and Double-

banded Sandgrouse coming to drink from the small waterhole. It was a great relaxed end to an 

intense and thoroughly rewarding day of birding! 

 

Day 7, 5th November 2021. Birding the Namib Escarpment 

We set out early from the lodge for a walk around the impressive granite koppies in the area. The 

walk started eerily quiet but once the sun came out this soon changed. Our prime target for the 

morning was Hartlaubôs Spurfowl and after hearing a covey calling from some nearby rocks, 

we managed some fine views. Unfortunately, Rockrunner only showed briefly this morning and 

did not pose for the camera. Other great birds included small groups of the cute White-tailed 

Shrike as well as Ashy Tit , Lanner Falcon, Rock Kestrel, Monteiroôs Hornbill and Pririt 

Batis. 

During our late breakfast we watched as hordes of birds came in to drink from the bird bath, 

including the likes of Red-headed Finch, Lark -like Bunting, Green-winged Pytilia, White-

throated Canary, African Red-eyed Bulbul and White-browed Sparrow-Weaver.  

 

 

We saw a number of groups of White-tailed Shrikes in the drier bushveld areas of Namibia. 
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We spent the heat of the late morning and midday in the air-conditioned car as well as some time 

in Omaruru which did not add much of interest, however we did come across more White-tailed 

Shrikes and our first Giraffe  and Kudu  of the trip.  

Later in the afternoon we headed back into Omaruru where we had good views of feeding 

Rüppell's Parrot as well as Damara Red-billed and Monteiroôs Hornbills and many attractive 

and noisy Rosy-faced Lovebirds. On our way home in the fading light, we came across a 

comical scene as a Spotted Thick-knee and Black-backed Jackal squared-up on the road, 

which ended with the jackal heading off into the bush. 

 

 

The Rüppell's Parrots at Omaruru were particularly co-operative.  

 

Day 8, 6th November 2021. Transfer to Etosha 

With only fleeting glimpses of Rockrunner the previous morning, we decided to try to improve 

our views of this Namibian near-endemic today. We headed out to the same area as yesterday 

morning and after a bit of work, we eventually managed good views of a bird singing itôs 

beautiful warbling call, as it sat up on a boulder. Other birds seen during our early morning walk 

included Common Scimitarbill , Monteiroôs Hornbill, White-tailed Shrike, Yellow-bellied 

Eremomela, Layardôs Warbler and a pair of African Hawk -Eagles. 

After another scrumptious breakfast we packed up and left the escarpment and made our way 

north to Etosha National Park, surely one of Africaôs top game parks. We arrived during the heat 

of the midday and so took it easy for a little while before heading out in the late afternoon for a 

game drive. Despite the intense heat, we soon notched up some good birds and wildlife sightings. 

Some of the highlights included Red-capped, Starkôs, Sabota, Pink-billed, Spike-heeled and 

Rufous-naped Larks, Capped Wheatear, Ant-eating Chat, Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark , 

Greater Kestrel, Double-banded and Bronze-winged Coursers, Desert Cisticola and the huge 
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Kori Bustard . As always in Etosha, there were large numbers of game around and we came 

across Black-backed Jackal, Plains Zebra, Giraffe , Gemsbok (Southern Oryx), Common 

Wildebeest, Springbok and the cute Steenbok. After our dinner we spent some time at 

Okaukuejoôs famous floodlit waterhole where we had six Black Rhinoceros coming down to 

drink and socialize and also saw Marsh and Western Barn Owl, while Rufous-cheeked 

Nightjars  hawked insects above the water. Always a great way to end the day!   

 

Day 9, 7th November 2021. Etosha birding and wildlife viewing 

We woke up excited with the prospect of a full day enjoying the birds and wildlife of Etosha, and 

the day certainly did not disappoint! From Okaukuejo we headed east and ultimately arrived at 

Halali Camp in the late morning. Birding the open plains on the edge of the dry lake produced 

Rufous-eared Warbler, Great Sparrow, Red-crested and Northern Black Korhaans, Chat 

Flycatcher, Common Ostrich and a couple of Secretarybirds. Stops at waterholes close to the 

main road were productive with sightings of Cape and Red-billed Teals, Little Egret  and the 

highlight in the form of a beautiful male Pallid Harrier , as it hunted in the surrounding plains. 

The game sightings on our drive were fantastic as we came across a particularly feisty Black 

Rhinoceros, a blood-soaked Spotted Hyena gouging on a young Springbok (with Black-

backed Jackals in tow), a single Honey Badger and large numbers of commoner game such as 

Impala, Springbok, Red Hartebeest, Common Wildebeest and the massive African Elephant 

which is numerous in Etosha.   

 

 

This Spotted Hyena was seen (and heard) snacking on an unfortunate Springbok. 

 

Arriving at Halali Camp, it did not take long until we had bagged our targets which included 

Bare-cheeked Babbler, Violet Wood Hoopoe and Carpôs Tit. The birdlife around the camp 
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was particularly lively where we also managed to find African Grey , Damara Red-billed, 

Southern Red-billed and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills , Southern White-crowned 

Shrike and Marico Flycatcher. On our way back to Okaukuejo we found a kettle of vultures 

which comprised of mostly White-backed Vultures but also had a single White-headed 

Vulture .   

 

 

Violet Wood Hoopoes were seen feeding chicks in Halali Camp.  

 

Day 10, 8th November 2021. Eastern Etosha birding  

Today was our last full day in Etosha as we made our way from Okaukuejo to the eastern edge of 

the park at Mokuti Lodge (right outside the eastern park entrance). We spent some time around 

Okaukuejo in the early morning where we managed to track down Cape Penduline Tit while the 

drive east through the park produced Lappet-faced Vulture, Gabar Goshawk, Greater 

Kestrel, Brubru , Lesser Grey Shrike and Groundscraper Thrush.  

We enjoyed a late lunch at the parkôs most easterly camp, Namutoni and then enjoyed a walk 

around which gave us plenty of new birds including Martial Eagle, Red-necked Falcon, 

Burchellôs Starling, Black-backed Puffback and a Marabou Stork  at the waterhole. During 

our walk we heard a lot of commotion coming from a nearby tree, with birds giving their excited 

alarm calls, upon closer inspection we found a decent-sized Southern African Rock Python 

curled up in the higher branches, much to the annoyance of the local birds.  

After Namutoni we headed north to the Andoni Plains in the hope of finding some grassland 

species and any form of big cat. The cats did not play along but we did find Blue Crane, 

Eastern Clapper Lark and good numbers of waterbirds including Chestnut-banded and 

Kittlitzôs Plovers and South African Shelduck.     
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Late in the afternoon we headed out the park and into Mokuti Lodge where we used the last hour 

of daylight to track down Black-faced Babbler, Meyerôs Parrot, Crested Francolin, Orange-

breasted Bushshrike and White-bellied Sunbird. After a long day in the African bush we 

enjoyed a great braai (barbecue) and settled in for the evening. 

 

 

Black-faced Babblers showed well at Mokuti Lodge.  

 

Day 11, 9th November 2021. Eastern Etosha birding and transfer to Rundu 

As we had not yet seen any big cats, we decided to head into Etosha National Park one last time 

to see if we could change our luck. Our luck certainly did change when we found two Cheetahs 

which we were able to enjoy for a while. After this Glenda spotted some movement under a bush 

which turned out to be a small pride of Lions which were lazing about under trees near a 

waterhole (as lions do).   

We had a good drive ahead of us today so after getting our big cats we left the park and headed 

northwest towards Rundu. The drive was mostly uneventful however we did find Bradfieldôs 

Hornbill , Black Cuckooshrike, Scarlet-chested Sunbird and White-crested Helmetshrike 

during our lunch stop.  

We arrived at Taranga Safari Lodge, near Rundu late in the afternoon and after unpacking we 

took a walk around camp to see what new species awaited us, now that we had moved 

significantly further east. The camp was alive with birds and it did not take long until we had a 

long list of trip ticks such as White-browed Robin-Chat, White-browed Scrub Robin, Red-

faced Mousebird, Greater Honeyguide, Violet-backed Starling, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, 

Dark-capped Bulbul, African Paradise Flycatcher, Swamp Boubou, Black-collared Barbet, 

Little Bee-eater and many others. We spent a couple of hours waiting for the long-staying, 

vagrant Rossôs Turaco to show but unfortunately that would have to wait until tomorrow.  
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Day 12, 10th November 2021. Rundu birding and transfer through the Caprivi Strip  

We got up early and headed to the Rossôs Turaco stakeout and thankfully it didnôt take long 

until this unmistakable violet, red and yellow turaco showed for us. The bird was very skittish 

but after some effort we got decent views of this vagrant which normally occurs much further 

north of the border. The camp was again very birdy and we further added White-browed and 

Coppery-tailed Coucals, Black and Jacobin Cuckoos, African Green Pigeon, Terrestrial 

Brownbul , Mosque Swallow and Hartlaubôs Babbler.    

We had another long drive today, so we hit the road soon after breakfast and made our way east 

through the Caprivi Strip. We had recent information on Souzaôs Shrike and made a stop to 

search the woodlands near Katere. We parked the car, walked into the woodlands and within a 

few minutes we had a very obliging Souzaôs Shrike which allowed us to spend about 20 minutes 

watching it as it went about hunting, even impaling its prey on thorns! In the area we also had 

Tinkling Cis ticola, Klaasôs Cuckoo, African Harrier -Hawk and calling Coqui Francolin.   

 

 

Souzaôs Shrike was found with relative ease in the broad-leafed woodlands of the Caprivi Strip. 

 

With a lot of ground still to be covered we did not linger here and soon pressed onto Katima 

Mulilo where we would be based for the next two nights. Just outside Katima Mulilo we found a 

huge feeding flock of Yellow-billed Kites numbering into the thousands, we spent about 

30 minutes enjoying the incredible spectacle and also had a couple Lesser Spotted Eagles come 

in to enjoy the flying ant feast. We arrived at Caprivi Houseboat Safaris late in the afternoon but 

still with enough time to enjoy a sunset cruise along the Zambezi River. River cruises are always 

very peaceful and relaxing and the birds generally show very well and are quite approachable. 

Today was no different and we found a number of new birds on the cruise such as African 
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Skimmer, African Fin foot, Malachite, Pied and Giant Kingfishers, Hadada Ibis, White-

crowned Lapwing, Broad-billed Roller and Holubôs Golden Weaver.  

 

Day 13, 11th November 2021. Katima Mulilo birding  

We had the full day to explore the Katima Mulilo area and had local expert Curt to show us 

around and try tick off as many of our targets as possible. We started with the loud and beautiful 

Schalowôs Turaco which showed well around camp before making our way nearby to the 

Yellow-throated Leaflove stakeout which did not prove too difficult either. After a quick 

breakfast we birded some nearby wetlands which proved really productive and we soon added 

Knob-billed Duck, Blue-billed Teal, African Openbill , Rufous-bellied Heron, Hamerkop, 

Greater Painted-snipe, Lesser Jacana, Collared Pratincole, Eurasian Hobby, Southern 

Carmine Bee-eater and Plain-backed Pipit.  

 

 

Lesser Jacanas were surprisingly numerous in the wetlands around Katima Mulilo. 

 

After some lunch and a quick siesta, we headed back out again to explore more wetlands and 

surrounding bushveld and again added a whole host of new and exciting species including the 

likes of African Pygmy Goose, Brown and Jamesonôs Firefinches, Yellow-fronted 

Tinkerbird , Willow Warbler , Southern Black and Spotted Flycatchers, Collared and 

Purple-banded Sunbirds, with Common Myna and Northern Grey-headed Sparrow seen in 

town. A very scruffy-looking Side-striped Jackal was also seen in the adjacent grasslands. In 

the late afternoon we headed out on another boat cruise. This time we went upstream and found 

Rock Pratincole, Village Weaver, African Wattled Lapwing , Whiskered Tern and a roosting 

juvenile White-backed Night Heron.  
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