MALAYSIA: BORNEO, SABAH - SABAH
CLASSIC SET DEPARTURE TOUR

07 - 18 SEPTEMBER 2023
0271 13 AUGUST 2024
09 - 20 SEPTEMBER 2025
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Borneo, t h el awogrel sdté si stlhai nrdd, is one of the worl
With over 50 island endemidsund acrosristine dipterocarp forests, montane cloudforests,

riverine habitatsand mangrove swamp®u should enjoy an amazittigne on this smalgroup
birdwatching tourfilled with stunning birdsfrom mouthwatering familiesike pittas, trogons,
kingfishers hornbills,and broadbillsas well as a wide range of mammalian treasures

OurBorneo birdingour will takeus to the important bimdatching site®f the Malaysian province
of Sabah, which covers the northernmost part of this vast and amazing island, iniheisgent

birding infive of its IBAs (Important Bird Areas identified by BirdLife Internationahe Crocker

RangeMount Kinabaly Kabili-Sepilok theKinabatangamiver floodplain, and thebanum Valley

(where wewill stay athe magnificent Borneo Rainforest Lodge)

Some of the many birds we targetludeth e f aWilniutse lireiamdhs t ehead,bs Tr o
Whi t e hEr@adbdl sandWhi t eheadds , 8lgng wita thé mamdtypi@ornean

Bristlehead, a big target for fanily listersand one of Borneobdés most sol
also look forothermega endemic birds such Bsrnean Ground Cuckoqg Fruithunter , and

Bornean Green Magpie andwe will look for threeglittering endemic pittas, the simply sublime

trio of Blue-headed Pittg Black-crowned Pitta, andBornean Banded Pitta Furthermore, we

will also look for the neamythical Giant Pitta. It is very unlikely that we will sethe very tough
endemicBlue-banded Pitta on this tour, though ouMalaysia: Borneo, Sarawak- Restricted

Range Endemicdour offers better chances for that one

On our radawill be all eight hornbill speciethat occutere including the spectacul&telmeted

Hornbill , which is now Critically EndangeredifdLife Internationa), along with stunning
Rhinoceros Hornbill. There will also beplenty of other endemic and Sundaic biragailable
during this toursuchasst o r md sBarléddKindfisher, andBornean Forktail .
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In addition to the incredible birgwe will alsobe focused on finding some spectacular mammals,
such as the Aol d Borasan Qrdngutarhaongfwilr teesuhigugpokingh e
Proboscis Monkey plusotherdelights includingMalay Civet, Red Giant Flying Squirrel, and
Northern (North Bornean)srey Gibbon as a small sample of possibilities.
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We will be sure to look for tremazingBornean Orangutanduring our tour of Sabah.

Detailed Itinerary (1 2 days/11 nights)

Day 1. Arrival in Kota Kinabalu

Your flight arrives any time in thenorning and you will be transferred to your howgth the rest
of the morning at leisur&Ve will meet fora welcomdunch anahereafter will make a start with
our first birding of the touMVe will likely head to the nearbyanjung Aru beach to look f@lue-
naped Parrot, Pied Triller, and other birds that waay notencounter for the rest of the trigs
well as visiting a couple of excellent wetland sitégou would like to arrive the night before the
tour starts to acclimatize and get onto thaldine zone, we can arrange this for yplease just
let us know.

Overnight: Kota KinabalCity Hotel

Day 2. Tambunan RafflesiaNature ReserveCenter, transfer to Kinabalu National Park

Early morning (usually arour@:30a.m) we will take a packed breakfast and transfétitmbalu
National Parka UNESCO World Heritage Site. En route we will stop affdambunan Rafflesia
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Nature Reserv€entr and Gunung Alain the CrockerRangeNational Park Here we will be
birding forthewhole morning, hoping to see, among others, a number of Bornean endemics such
asWhi t eheadds ,Bgneah8arkdety Mountdam Barbet, Golden-naped Barbet
Bornean Treepie Chestnut-crested Yuhing Penan Bulbul Palefaced Bulbul, Bornean
Bulbul, Bare-headed Laughingthrush andChestnuthoodedLaughingthrush. With luck, we

might even find the tougB8rimson-headed Partridge(Bloodhead) oRed-breasted Partridge.

After our birding,we will make our way into the mountains to Kinabalu National Park. We will
be based for three nights in Kundasang, a small village very close to the entrance to the park.

Overnight:KinabaluPine Resort, Kundasang

Not too difficult to hear, though seei@gimsonheaded PartridgéBloodhead) takes some luck!

Day 3. Birding Kinabalu National Park

Today we will explore the network of forested trails around the headquarters of Kinabalu National
Park on the foreairaped slopes of MouiiGunung)Kinabalu. This mountain is the highest peak
between the Himalayas and the tall rangeN@# Guineaat 13,418feet (4,090 meters Its huge
granite massif holds a spectacular avifauna with plenty of endemics for usytoAmjong these

we hope to findWh i t e h e a d OWh i Tt reohgeoand 6 sFruiBwunter, ©Gbldert-nlaped
Barbet, Bornean Swiftlet, Bornean Treepie Bornean Stubtail, Bornean Green Magpie
Bornean Forktail, Eyebrowed Jungle Flycatcher (Bornean Shadedweller) Black-sided
Flowerpecker, Bare-headed Laughingthrush Mountain Wren -Babbler, Bornean Whistler,
Chestnutcrested YuhingandEver ett s Thr ush
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The large and bulkWh i t e h e a d 6vall hdpefudlyabe foundh the montane forests on
Mount Gunung Kinabalu Checking fruiting trees can provide rewards.

In addition to the species mentioned abwaxewill also beooking outfor other enticing species,
some perhaps even found in mixed feeding flqeksich can be a spectacular sighije Penan
Bulbul, Cinereous Bulbul, Chestnuthooded Laughingthrush, Sunda Laughingthrush,
White-browed (B | y } Shrikes-babbler, Mountain Leaf Warbler , Yellow-breasted Warbler,
Aberrant (Sunda Bush Warbler, White-throated Fantail, T e mmi n c k 6 sandBlackb i r d
and-crimson Oriole, to name just a few.

Overnight:Kinabalu Pine Resort, Kundasang

Day 4. Birding Kinabalu National Park

We will have another day birding within and around the Kinabalu National Park with morning and
afternoon birding sessions likely be punctuated by a period around our accommodation over the
middle of the day. We will look for the birds mentioned above and will maybe focus on some of
the more difficult species, or those requiring better vigassibly includinghe endemi@ornean
Forktail , theendemicPale-faced Bulbul, andrecently split endemi8ornean (White-browed
Shortwing. We will also again b&eeping our eyes peelddr Mountain Black-eye Pygmy
White-eye Fruithunter , Cinereous Bulbul Bornean Treepie Bornean Stubtail, Bornean
Whistler, Chestnuthooded Laughingthrush, Wh i t e he ad 6véh i Ttrechgecard 6,s Br o a
andMountain Wren -Babbler. During the day we might also findeast Pygmy Squirrel (the
smallest squirrel in the worldghe attractiv&ufted (Wh i t e hRygmy 8gsiirrel, and the rather
hugePale Giant Squirrel.

Overnight:Kinabalu Pine Resort, Kundasang
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The strikingBornean Green Magpi€an be seen in Kinabalu National Park (photo Liew Weng
Keong).

Day 5. Poring Hot Springs, transfer to Sepilok

Although in the afternoon today we will have a lendthyt extremely worthwhiledlrive, we will
spend a good part of the morning birdindPating Hot Spring, a small reserve approximat&l$
miles @0 kilometerg from Kinabalu National Park.

Poring is mainly known for its hot springs, whicle @ major Bornean tourist attraction, but the
reserve also holds nwerousexciting birds. During our walk wéope toencounterRufous-
collared Kingfisher, Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Banded Broadbill, Chestnutcapped
Thrush, Moustached Babbler Bornean Black-capped Babbler Di ar d 6 s, Blacko g o n
Hornbill , Red-throated Barbet, Little Spiderhunter, Bornean Blue Flycatcher Maroon-
breasted PhilentomaFulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcherand perhaps also the attract®ealy
breasted Bulbul If we arelucky enough to find a fruiting tree there is a slim chance of the tough
Ho s e 6 s Bhutehmmtddor thik species are greater on &arawakour.

During the afternoon we will drive approximately five to six hours overland, mainly through
endless oil palm plantatisnto Sepilok and check into our accommodat@rthe next couple of

nights It is a depressing sight in all honegtpwever we are encouraged that tharestill some

large areas of protected habisdibwing the incredible lowland specié&reto cortinue to exist

and we hope that the presence of birdwatchers in the country can spark an interested in the local
population to continue with the conservation efforts underWég.might seeCrested Serpent

Eagle Changeable HawkEagle, Black-wingedKite, Long-tailed Shrike, Striated Grassbird,
andDusky Munia along the way.

Overnight:Sepilok Jungle Resbr
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Day 6. Kabili-Sepilok Forest Reserve and RainforedDiscovery Cente

Wewill have a full day to explore ihexcitingarea. We will bird the wonderfdipterocarp forest
of the KabilrSepilok Forest Reserve with its magnificent walkway atRaeforest Discovery
Cengr in the morning, when the birds are most active. This will give us a chan8oaiioean
Bristlehead, our main targeimong many other species we are going to encounter heBddikte
crowned Pitta, Red-napedTrogon, Scarletrumped Trogon, BorneanBlack-capped Babbler,
Red-bearded Beeeater, Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher, Rufous-collared Kingfisher,
(Bornean/Blackfaced) Banded Kingfisher, Bornean Spiderhunter, and possibly evehittle
Spiderhunter, Thick-billed Spiderhunter, Spectacled Spiderhunter, Yellow-eared
Spiderhunter, andLong-billed Spiderhunter. We can also findhe endemicyellow-rumped
Flowerpecker, and Dusky Munia, as well as barbets, m@hnopy bulbuls, groundwelling
babblers, cuckoos, minivets, and many more avian rislhies afRhinoceros Hornbill, White-
crowned Hornbill, andWa | | a c e éesgleHhatvak be found in these wonderfully birdy
forests.This is a very special placend it is sure to be a memorable morning.

ThestunningBlack-crowned Pittais possible in the KabdB5epilok ForesReservarea and a
sighting like this would ba tour highlight for sure

While birding here we might also see a number of inquisitive squirrels and possibly some primate
species, among which the endearfRepd Langur might be particularly appreciated.

An optional visit to the famouSepilok OrangtanRehabilitation Centefor either the morning or

the afternoon feeding of these semiid primates, along with several other species that take
advantage of the free handouts, can be arranged, although it is very likely, but of course not
guaraneed, that we will seBornean Orangutan in the wildduring the second half of this tour

Overnight: Sepilok Jungle Resort
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Day 7. Birding Sepilok, transfer to the Kinabatangan Rivervia Gomantong Caves

After breakfast we will still have time to do some morning birdinthaSepilok for ay species

we might have missea of which wewould like to tryto get improved viewsWVe will thendrive

two hours overlandiransfering to Sukauon theKinabatangan RiveWe will make a stop at the
famousGomantong Cavesn intricate cave system inside Gomantong Hill, the largest limestone
outcrop in the Lower Kinabatangan area. Thees and the surrounding area are a protected area
for wildlife, especiallyBornean Orangutan, whichis frequently seen at the entrance to the caves,
and are welknown in birding circles for the variety of swiftlets inhabiting them, together with a
vast array of other wildlife, including massive populations of cockroaches and bats. Here we have
a chance tsee four species of swiftletiree ofwhich arenearidentical andreally only safely

told apart by their nestgdible-nestSwiftlet, Black-nestSwiftlet, Mossy-nest Swiftlet, andthe

more distincPlume-toed Swiftlet all nest in these caves. There iscardwalk through the caves
that will give us access to the inside of the cave system, wherélMee able to see where these
birds make their nests and how the local workers collect them forrestsoup on intricate rope
andladder systemgNote the caves have been closed sinué-2022 for refurbishment. We
expect that they will be reopenedon, but there is no confirmed date floe reopeningIf the
cavesare still closed at the time of our tours, we wwithkean alternative plan for the day

Rhinoceros Hornbillis an incredible sighfphoto Liew Weng Keohg

After arrival and checlin at the lovely Borneo Nature Lodge the Kinabatangan Rivewhere
we will stay for tvo nights, we will embark in the late afternoon on our first birding river cruise.

The Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary is nowithin the purview of the Sabah Wildlife
Department. Despite ewencroachingoil palm plantations the original lowland forests and
mangrove swamps near the coast have largely survived, providing sanctuary for a population of

o
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Saltwater Crocodilesand containing some of Borneods
special note & Bor ne o 6 sProbasaki Mprekey Barsean Orangutan, and Asian
Elephant (the subspecies occurritggrepossibly a full specieBornean Pygmy ElephgniwWe
will be looking for as many of these unique animals during our time on theamngethis sanctuary
is also well known for its prolific birdlife.

Some of our mairaviantargets on the Kinabatangan Rivaclude Bornean Black Magpie,

Collared Kingfisher, Rufous-collared Kingfisher, Ruddy Kingfisher, Stork-billed

Kingfisher, Banded Kingfisher, Blue-eared Kingfisher, and Malayan Blue-banded
Kingfisher, along withRed-naped Trogon, Scarletrumped Trogon, andHooded Pitta. If we
are very lucky we will also finda hugetargetbird, the enigmatic, rare, andst plain tough
endemicBornean Ground Cuckoa

Overnight:Borneo Nature LodgeSukau

We will hope for good, perched viewsoft or mé.s St or k

Day 8. Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary

In the earlymorning and miehfternoon boat trips will take us along the river and its small
tributaries. Here we hope to see wddrnean Orangutan feasting on the fruits of riverside fig
trees or, in the late afternoon, preparing their nighttime nests. Troops of the Bizdroscis
Monkeys with their huge potbellies and the maextraordinary, floppy noses will watch us
curiously. Many groups dfong-tailed Macaqueswill be our constant companions, and we might
find the occasionasilvery Lutung and, with luck, perhapblorthern (North Bornean)Grey
Gibbon. We might come across a herdAdian Elephants(BorneanPygmy Elephanj in this
area or the secretive and rafdat-headedCat.

®,
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The forest along the river and its tributaries is home to a wealth of birds, including such spectacular
species aRhinocerosHornbill , Helmeted Hornbill , Black Hornbill , Oriental Pied Hornbill ,
Bushy-crested Hornbill, Wreathed Hornbill, White-crowned Hornbill, and Wrinkled

Hornbill (that is all the hornbills that occur in Bornedlyhite-bellied Sea EagleLesserFish

Eagle Grey-headed Fish EagleWa | | a c e 6EmgleH.assek Adjutant, Black-and-red
Broadbill, Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Hooded Pitta, and with luck a pair or two of the
EndangeredlUCN) St o r md& sortBetenderki®Vhite-fronted Falconetsitting on a shag.

Overnight: Borneo Nature Lodg8ukau

airding(a}semours

Andy ;»/alkcr

The hugeHelmeted Hornbillis a spectacular and now rare sigidross its whole small global
range due to illegal hunting

Day 9. Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuaryto Danum Valley via Lahad Datu

After afinal earlymorning cruise to look famorebirds we will depart overland to Danum Valley

and make a stop at Lahad D&bu lunchafter a journey of a couple of houstter lunch we will

have anothedrivefor a few more houran an adventurous prior logging road to the Danum Valley
Conservation Area ahthe Borneo Rainforest Lodge. This wonderful, upscale lodge is situated in

a large tract of mindblowing primary rainforest, one of only very few remaining on Borneo after
rampant logging and clearing for oil palm plantations. While within much of theeceation area
selective logging was allowed, a large part had been set aside for the protection of one of only two
remaining expanses of primary lowland dipterocarp forest in Sabah.

TheDanum Valley Conservation Ardmasts 268 bird species, and 110 mammals, 72 reptiles, 56
amphibiansand 37 fish species. We will search for a gsetection of especially the birds and
mammals during our time in this great habi¥de planto arrive at the lodge kiyre middle of the

)
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afternoorandbeginbirding before igetsdaik, making a start on the species listed belovwDfays
10 and 11.

After dinner we mayeable to join one of the night drives to look for nocturnal animal as well as

night birds, and wewill likely make a couple of night outingsiring our time in the Danum Valley.

Results of these are always unpredictable, of coursewiib luck we might findLarge
FrogmouthandGo ul d 6 s For sogetling teélly exciting from the mammalian world,

like Red Giant or Black Flying Squirrels, Sunda Flying Lemur (Colugog, the occasional
Philippine Slow Loris,Hor s f i el dabteetifiyd e mmenckos FlLying Squirtr

Overnight:Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley

The attractive and endemic (to Saba¥hite-crowned Shamaan be found around our
accommodation in the Danum Valley

Days 10i 11. Danum Valley Conservation Area

During our twofull days in Danum Valley we will explore the excellent system of trails around
the lodge as well as the canopy walkway, and after dinner there will be opportunities to go out
with one of the local guides in search of nocturnal wildlife

Among the multitude obirds we hope to encounter here are eight species of hornbills, with the
hugeRhinoceros Hornbill likely to beseen and heard almost daiplus chances dfieimeted
Hornbill andWhite-crested Hornbill to name a couple of others

The entire slate of Bornaa&ndemicpittas occurs in Danum Valleyhough on this tour we are
only likely to have a chance for three of these enderBilzgk-crowned Pitta, Blue-headed
Pitta, andBornean Banded Pittg andGiant Pitta andHooded Pittaalso occur in the areas we
will be exploring.
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In additionto thesuite ofhornbills and pittas mentioned above we will look for theonotypic
Bornean Bristleheadand of course other special target birds Banean Crested Fireback
Sabah (Chestnuinecklaced)Partridge, Bornean Blue Flycatcher Sunda Blue Flycatcher
White-crowned Shama Black-throated Wren-Babbler, Bornean Wren-Babbler, Crested
Jayshrike, Chestnutnaped Forktail, White-crowned Forktail, Great-billed Heron,
Wal | ac e é&agleBa whk h 6 €£agld,Ruféusbellied Eagle Bat Hawk, Large Green
Pigeon Great Slaty Woodpecker, Olive-backed Woodpecker Ashy Tailorbird , Whiskered
Treeswift, Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher , Chestnut-capped Thrush and a host of forest Hulls
(including the Critically Endangeredif¢dLife Internationa) Straw-headed Bulbu)), babblers,
flowerpeckersflycatchers, woodpeckers, drongos, raptors, sunbirds, and spiderhunters. This place
really is a naturalistds dr eam.

Blue-headed Pittas a target during our time in Danum Vallgyhoto Liew Weng Keong).

Danum Valley is a particularly good area Bornean Orangutan, which is sometimes even seen
within the lodge groundsCommoner mammal species inclutdleng-tailed Macaque and
Southern Pigtailed Macaque a wide variety of both diurnal and nocturnal tree shrews and
squirrels,Bearded Pig Masked Palm and Malay Civets, both Greater and Lesser Oriental
Chevrotains, the endemiBornean Yellow Muntjac, the muckhmorewidespreadsouthern Red
Muntjac, andSambar. The biggest predator here is gnda Clouded Leopard which is seen

on night drives a couple of times a yéao one can always hogeut certainly not expect!)

The heat of the afternoon after lunch allows some relaxed meanderings around theneyon,

can find flowerpeckers and spiderhunters in the flowering bushes, along with some stunning
butterflies, all of which might provide some nice photographic opportuniRiegardless of what

we see here we will be in for a veritable treat. It isshpevilege to wander through the forest and
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