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This northernTanzaniabirding tour is designed to give you the opportunity to experience the real

Africa, givenjust 10 days Where else can you séeopard, Cheetah Lion, and a hundred
spectacular bircspeciesi n a single day? Where else can yc
(Kilimanjaro) and two of the wor | d&8eaengatas the dpectacnlars g a
Ngorongoro Cratg® This northernTanzania birding tour not only offers an impressive diversity

of localized bird species but also incredible wildlife sightings, most importantly thetondgng

wildebeest migratiothrough the Serengetivhich simply must be seen to be believed!

The endemit ellow-collared Lovebirdis one of oumany colorfukargets on this trip.

We begin this tour aKilimanjaro International Airport near Arusha. Flying into this airport,
weathetper mi tti ng, you might get views of Africabo
Plains north of Arushafor somehighly localized speciesncludingB e e s | e yandAthL ar k
Short-toed Lark . We thervisit the famed Ngorongoro Crat@njoying Lake Manyara National

Park en routeyvhich is a unique and awaspiring experienceBefore leaving the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area we will spend an enjoyatédg birding the forests on the crater rim, where we

will target several rangeestricted species such Bsown Woodland Warbler, African Hill

Babbler andMbulu White -eye

Next, wehead to the spectacular Serengeti National ®&ikh not only has high densities of big
mammals such asion, African Elephant, andthe spectacular wildebeest migratidmt also
severahighly soughta f t er b i rbdan the loakduorwbedd irlclude some very range
restricted species such Maasai Apalis, Fi s ¢ h e r 60 s Rufoustadetd Weater, Red
throated Tit, Grey-crested Helmetshrike and a range of others, along wittanywidespread
African birds.
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Finally, we spendwo nightsin Tarangire National Park, where we look fdorthern Pied
Babbler, Yellow-collared Lovebird, Pangani Longclaw Ashy Starling, and other range
restricted birds among a very high concentratioffatan Elephants andbaobab treedNorthern
Tanzaniehas & impressivenumber of rangeestrictedbird species, and we hope to finthnyof
themon this exciting birding and wildlife safari

For this trip we can also arrange private departures. We recommend combining it with

1) a tour of theEastern Arc Mountainswvhich boast many Tanzanian mountain forest endemics,
and

2) a short extension ®emba IslandPemba Island is wilder thatanzibarand has some endemic
birds.

Birdingm Ecotours
Y

Dominic Rollinson

Tanzania must rank as one of the best countries on EartBHeetah which take advantage of
the massive herds of migrating wildebeest!

Itinerary (10days@ nights)

Day 1. Arrival in Arusha

Today is your arrival day into Arushads K
anytimeas we dondét have any Lpisuely birdith arbund tideiloage
groundsmay, however produceAfrican Black Duck, Silvery-cheeked Hornbill, White-eared

and Brown-breasted Barbets Black-throated Wattle-eye Grey-Olive Greenbul, Ke nr i c k 6 s

Starling, Ruppell's Robin-Chat, Mountain Wagtail and the localize@aveta Weavet
Overnight:Ngare SerdMountain Lodge, or similarirusha
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Day 2. Birding the Lark Plains

Our first full day ofbirding on this tour is certainly an exciting one as weake an early start,

heading north out of Arusha (wiMount Meru as a backdrpgor a full day of fantastic plains and
dry-country birding. Vatherpermittingwe will enjoy distanty i ews of Africads hi
Mount Kilimanjaro, rising out of the vast African plain.

We will spend time birding the (aptly named) Ldkairs for therare andlocalizedBe es | ey 6 s
Lark (less than 200 remaining) along with a host of otagk speciesincluding Fawn-colored,
Short-tailed, Athi Short-toed, andRufous-napedLarks andFi s c her 0 darkSPther r o w
speciedor whichwe keep an eyeutfor on theplains includeKori Bustard, Eastern Chanting

Goshawk, Greater Kestrel, T e mmi nandDouble-banded Coursers, Yellow-throated and
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse AbyssinianandCapped Wheatears Taita Fiscal, andnumerous

others.

The distinctiveShort-tailed Larkw i | | be searched for alongsi de

Many Serengetiype birds can also be found here in the grasslandgnadoodlanchabitat.Red-

throated Tit is possible, as are some fine barbet species. We also hope to see our first mousebirds
in the form ofSpeckled and Blue-naped Mousebirds (with White-headed Mousebird
occasionallyseen) The olonially nestingGrey-capped Social Weaver is always a delight, and

we may see (and hear the loud callélbian Woodpecker. Other species to look out for in the
woodlands includéMouse-colored Penduline Tit Red-fronted Prinia, Grey Wren-Warbler,
Rosy-patched Bushshrike Spotted Palm Thrush Beautiful Sunbird, Pale White-eye Kenya
Sparrow, Black-facedWaxbill andSouthern GrosbeakCanary. After birdingthe area for most

of the daywe eventually healdackto Arusha for the night.

Overnight:Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge, or simil&rusha

/&ol
www.birdingecotours.com Bin‘(:burs

Ve

info@birdingecotours.com



http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com

5| ITINERARY Northern Tanzaniaz Introduction to Africa

Day 3. Lake Manyara birding and transfer to Karatu

After breakfast we wilmake our way out of Arusha and arrivdlake Manyara National Park

the late morning. Ere we usually add quite a number of birds to ouligt will enjoy a picnic

lunch while being distracted by many exciting bird speciesl n t he f orested ar e
lookout forNarina Trogon, Grey Cuckooshrike, Mountain Wagtail, Crowned Hornbill , and

the hugeSilvery-cheeked Hornbill, among others. In the more open woodland, we should
hopefully find Spotted Palm Thrush Red-and-yellow Barbet, White-bellied Tit, Banded

Parisoma, Rufous Chatterer, Rufous-tailed Weaver, Steetblue and Straw-tailed Whydabhs,

andPurple Grenadier. The reserve is particulgrgood for raptors and some of our targets today
includeLappet-facedandWhite-backed Vultures, Bateleur, Crowned Eagle African Hawk -

Eagle African Goshawk,V e r r e a u x-Owd an&thegdimautivéea I-spotted Owlet

The gorgeou®urple Grenadieris readily encountered in northern Tanzania

Depending on water leveld)e shallow alkaline lake will be visited to enjoy the flocks of both
Greater andLesser Flamingosalong with Great White Pelican the massivéoliath Heron,
and many other ducks, storksd heronsAfter a few hours in theeservewe will transfer toour
lovely lodge onthe outskirts of thenearby town of Karatuwvhich will be our base for the next
three nights.

Overnight: Karatu

Day 4. The unforgettable Ngorongoro Crater

Today we have the full day to bird the Ngorongoro Crater and crater rim which will prove to be a
sure trip highlightbes cendi ng i nto the crater floor is tr

(.'
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very high density of.ion and large herbivores, some of them seemingly trapped by the natural
enclosure formed by this huge, nicely intact caldera. About 25,000 large mammals, which also
includeBlack Rhinocerosand a pool wittHippopotamus, inhabit the crater floor. With luck we
might also see some of the smaller predaldes Serval, Bat-eared Fox andAfrican Golden

Wolf, which wasformerly classified as an African variant of the Eurastatden Jackal but now

is thought to be more closely related to Grey Wolf. As always, however, our main focus is on
birds, although we stop for the other wildlife too, and we expect many additions to our growing
bird list T Lesser Flamingo, Grey Crowned Crane A b d i ®torls, Black-bellied and Kori
Bustards, Pectoralpatch Cisticola, Rufous-tailed Weaver, Rosythroated Longclaw, and

many others are expected.

e SR e R T

Black Rhinocerosn the picturesque Ngorongoro Crater.

Large African animals, spectacular bi{d$ a staggering varietyand stunning scenery combine
to make this one of the most incredible wildlife experieraregarth;the rim of this crater rises

an incredible D00 feet(600 metersabove the plain at the bottom (which has a diameter of 15
miles (24 klometers).

The forested sections of the crater rim wallso be birded, looking for localized specials such
asGolden-winged Sunbird, Brown-headed Apalis, and the curious Oriole Finch, which we
may be lucky enoughto encountetheretoo. Other species to look out firereincludeEastern
Bronze-naped Pigeon Dusky Turtle Dove, Grey-cappedWarbler, Eastern Double-collared
Sunbird, White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher, Brown-backed Woodpecker, Mbulu White-eye
andThick-billed Seedeater

Overnight:Karatu
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Day 5. Birding the lush forests of the Ngorongoro Crater rim

Today we will visitthe Endoro section of Ngorongoro Conservation Aasavell as the splendid

Gi bbés Far m, which is a great pl ace fThig l unc
morningos birding wildl be quite different fro
birding while walking the Elephant Caves Trail. Highlights of this morning will hopefully in¢lude

Narina Trogon, Moustached Tinkerbird, Pallid and Scaly-throated Honeyguides African

Broadbill, Purple-throated Cuckooshrike, Black-fronted Bushshrike, Blue-mantled Crested

Flycatcher, Brown-headed Apalis Grey-capped Warbler, Black-headed Mountain

Greenbul, Brown Woodland Warbler, African Hill Babbler , Mbulu White -eye Grey-headed

Nigrita andRed-throated Twinspot. We will keep an eye out overhead for the like®\of r e s 6 s
Hawk-Eagle Black Sparrowhawk, Augur Buzzard and Nyanza Swift The prehistorie

lookingS ¢ h a | Torecd adds a spectacular flash of crimson and green, and, if one gets a good
view, its spectacular crest leaves even a hardened birder gob smacked.

Blrdmgmgggteurs
Dominic Rollinson

The attractiveEasternDouble-collared Sunbird

We will enjoy lunchnt he wonder ful, relaxed atmosphere of
of birds. After lunch we will bird the large property where we hope to @mhamon-chested

Beeeater, Dusky Turtle Dove, White-tailed Blue Flycatcher, White-eyed Slaty Flycatchey
Green-headed Sunbird Ho |l ub 6 s Go | ,dB&ack-antMehitev Mannikin, Southern

Citril andYellow-bellied Waxbill.

Overnight: Ngorongoro Crater rifodge
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Days 6-7. Serengeti:wildebeest, predators, and a dazzling array of spectacular birds

This morningwe embark on a spectacular journey that few pewlleever forgetl f youdve ne
been to Africa bef or e AfricaroBEephant, AfficankBeffalg, anddhe b e a m;
sheer number of bird species. After an exciti
the huge and impressive wildebeest migration, not to mentidartienumbersf Plains Zebras
andThomsonoés. Qatzheelrl emsegaf auna t Wept CommanEldnd,s ear c h
Gr ant 6 s, B@arzReddbuek and Masai Giraffe. This is one of the best places on the

planet to see big caiswe 6 v e s o0 melLion, beepard, arel€heetahin a single day, as

well as some of the smaller cats suclsasvalandCaracal. Finding a kill should allow us to see

a good number of vulture speciesich asRuppell's, White-backed, Lappet-faced White-

headed andHoodedVultures.

The Serengeti supports large numbergiohs.

Birds of prey are common here, i nc |Batedeurng t he
Secretarybird regally roams the plains searching fiis serpentine prey, whil€Eommon

Ostrich tries to be regal but without much success. Smaller birds are everywhere, and so many of
them are brightlycoloredi such ad.ittle Beeeater, Purple Grenadier, Lilac-breasted Roller,

Hi | debr an d,BéastifulSSurdird| anchngany otherther target species that we will

look for in the plains and open savanna of the Serengeti indlldte-bellied Bustard, Coqui

Francolin, Te mmi n ¢ k 6 s DatkoQhanting Goshawk, Pygmy Falcon and Pangani

Longclaw.

Interestingly, the Serengeti is home to quite a few extremely localized bird sp&ugesf these
is Maasai Apalis, which favors the weird whisting hor n habi tat that weo6l |

A )
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it only occurs here andver the border into Keny&ed-throated Tit,F i s ¢ hLevebdds
andGrey-crested Helmetshrike are other rangeestricted species we will look for in the
SerengetiOtherimportant target birslhereinclude Rufous-tailed Weaver and the Tanzanian
endemics, Tanzanian Redbilled Hornbill and Grey-breasted Spurfowl The hugeKori
Bustard can be seen roaming the grasslands throughout the Serengeti plains.

Overnight: Serengeti

Tanzanian Reebilled Hornbill i a Tanzanian endemic.

Day 8. Transfer to Tarangire National Park

After breakfastwe make the drive back through theimatfilled plains of the Serengetvhere

we will again hopefully enjoy further looks at massive herds of migrating wildebeest, zebra and
gazelle. We may also have time to look for any remaining bird targets before we finally leave this
wildlife haven.

After a long day on theoad,we will make it toTarangireNational Parka breathtaking place of
red (because of the solil) elephants, baobabs, saaxcdawhaills, and wild rivers: the real Africa as
far as scenery goes. Here at magnificent Tarangire National Park we have some localized northern
Tanzania specials and endemics target: Yellow-collared Lovebird, the longtailed Ashy
Starling, and the charismatiorthern Pied Babbler, which we usually manage to find. In
Acacia woodlands around the pawe should encountéf o n d er @nhdNokhern Res-
billed Hornbills, Yellow-necked and Red-necked Spurfowl, Black-faced Sandgrouse
Bearded Woodpecker Abyssinian Scimitarbill, Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird and many
others. We may also come across larger terrestrial likesSecretarybird, White-bellied,
Har t | andBuif<rested Bustards and the massiv&outhern Ground Hornbill, while
Common Ostrich puts them all to shamas far as size gods$sufficient rains have arrived in the

www.birdingecotours.com info@birdingecotours.com
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area, Tarangire can be a good place to loolBfack Coucal andDwarf Bittern . The massive
baobabs dotted throughout the landscape host good humhéditiefd Spinetail which use the
hollows within old trees to build their nests.

The Tarangire River (after which the park is named) attracts good numbers of waterbirds including
the likes ofWhite-faced Whistling Duck, Knob-billed Duck, Saddlebilled Stork, Hamerkop
andGrey Crowned Cranewhich may be seen as we traverse this wonderful park.

Overnight: Tarangire National Park

Weoftenfind Black-faced Sandgrousen Tarangire National Park.

Day 9. Full day in Tarangire National Park

This will be our final full day of our Tanzanian birding safari and we will spend the day looking

for any remaining target specigss described under D&y as well as enjoying the fine wildlie

viewing thatis possible irfTarangire We will likely end the afternoon enjoying a sundowner drink

on the | odgedbs balcony which overl|l ook#&shy he Tar
Starlings, with African Scops Owlsgiving theirsoft purr-like call as the sun sets.

Tarangire offersightdrives t o enj oy some of the areabds noct
these drives are not included in the tour price, it is possible to join one of these exciting drives.
Some of thenocturnalspecies which may be seen at night incldle r r e au x-Owl, Eagl e
Southern White-faced Owl, Bronze-winged and Three-banded Coursers East African

Springhare, Northern Lesser GalagoandAfrican Savanna Hare

Overnight: Tarangire National Park
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