NEW CALEDONIA: KAGU AND OTHER ENDEMICS

TOUR-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

We target the fascinating New Caledonian Crow, a New Caledonia endemic famous for using
tools to forage.
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TOUR OUTLINE

On this short New Caledonia birding tour, we visit the special French collectivity of New
Caledonia, situated in the southwest Pacific Ocean. During this New Caledonia bird tour, we will
visit the best birdwatching sites on New Caledonia’s main island, Grande Terre, on which we
target many beautiful species endemic to New Caledonia, or Melanesia.

Our six-day tour starts and ends in the capital, Nouméa, which we use as our base to explore the
phenomenal Parc de la Rivi¢re Bleue, the most bird-rich site on the island. Here, we search for
many species, with our two main targets the Critically Endangered (BirdLife International) Crow
Honeyeater and the iconic, flightless Kagu, an Endangered (Birdlife International) species also
known as the “ghost of the forest”. After a full day in the world famous park, we travel north to
another impressive national park, the Parc des Grandes Fougéres (Great Tree Fern Park),
dominated by prehistoric giant tree ferns. While here, we continue targeting endemics, which
might include the massive Goliath Imperial Pigeon, the beautiful Cloven-feathered Dove, or the
White-bellied Goshawk. Our next stop is the grasslands near Bourail, where we search for the
super-skulking New Caledonian Thicketbird, followed by some productive wetland birding. We
finish our tour with another full day in the Parc de la Riviére Bleue to try to gain further views of
Kagu and other stunning endemics.

Aside from these species, there are many other amazing species we target while birding in New
Caledonia, including Horned Parakeet, New Caledonian Parakeet, Barred Honeyeater, New
Caledonian Myzomela, New Caledonian Friarbird, New Caledonian Cuckooshrike, Yellow-
bellied Flyrobin, Striated Starling, Red-throated Parrotfinch, and the famous tool-using New
Caledonian Crow, all of which are endemic to New Caledonia. Melanesian endemics we will
target include Satin Swiftlet, Grey-eared Honeyeater, South Melanesian Cuckooshrike, Long-
tailed Triller, Southern Shrikebill, and Melanesian Flycatcher.

There are a lot of colorful and incredible birds possible on this New Caledonia bird watching tour,
which pairs perfectly with our Fiji and Samoa Pacific Birding Adventure, where we search for the
beautiful trio of Golden, Orange and Whistling Dove, along with Taveuni Silktail and many
other brilliant Fijian endemic birds.

DAILY ACTIVITIES, PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS, AND TOUR PACE

During our six-day New Caledonia Kagu and other Endemics Birding Adventure we explore the
western coastline of Grande Terre, the main island, starting in Nouméa in the south and traveling
as far north as the Bourail area. The tour moves at a moderate pace. While we spend long periods
in the field to maximize birding time, often starting early and staying out for most of the day, we
base ourselves at a single hotel for four of the five nights (split in two two-night stays), which
makes for a more relaxed experience. The one night at a different location falls in the middle of
the tour, with travel periods between the two two-night stays, creating a well-paced itinerary.
Birding will take us through some of New Caledonia’s excellent national parks, open coastal
habitats, gardens, wetlands, grasslands, and forest. We will mostly bird along small roads or tracks,
though some narrow forest trails will be used in more densely vegetated areas. There will be good
opportunities for photography throughout the trip, which has been designed to allow ample time
to enjoy and photograph the beautiful endemic birds on offer. For example, we have included two
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full days in the superb Parc de la Riviére Bleue, to give us the best chance of seeing key targets,
including the iconic Kagu.

The tour is generally considered easy to moderate in terms of physical effort. For much of the
birding, we will be largely vehicle-based, only walking short distances to the birding areas. On
other occasions, we will walk for longer periods of up to 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) along quiet roads,
tracks, or forest trails. For example, when we target the elusive New Caledonian Thicketbird in
the Bourail grasslands or explore Parc des Grandes Fougéres (Great Tree Fern Park), we may walk
for longer periods. These walks will be taken slowly to ensure they are manageable for everyone.
Walking sticks or hiking poles may be helpful for those who prefer extra stability and are essential
for anyone who feels unsteady on their feet, as your safety is our top priority. We visit during the
dry season, when daytime temperatures are mostly comfortable, typically ranging from 68 to 75°F
(20 to 24°C), further details are provided in the “Weather/Climate” section below.

Our birding days typically begin around 5:30 to 6:00 a.m., with either a simple early breakfast or
a boxed breakfast taken into the field. Bird activity usually drops off during the middle of the day,
when we will break for lunch and take time to rest and refresh, followed by afternoon birding
before our group evening dinner. Most walks will be optional, and when we are returning to the
same accommodation, anyone who prefers not to join a particular activity can choose to stay and
rest. While there are no very long drives during the tour, the longest being the two-hour transfer
between Nouméa and Bourail, there will be a fair amount of driving each day to reach birding
sites. Given the distance to some of these sites, we may not return to the hotel between morning
and afternoon sessions, instead using the vehicle as a base.

SPECIES RECORDING (BIRD LISTS AND ANIMAL LISTS)

Ahead of the tour we will email you a detailed daily itinerary complete with meeting/arrival
instructions. We will provide you with a printed blank diary page within the itinerary document so
that you can note down any names of birding sites that you may want to log. On the first night of
the tour you will be provided with a printed version of the same itinerary. Each evening your tour
leader will go through this with you to let you know any specifics to be aware of for the following
day (e.g. clothes and equipment needed, breakfast time, time for leaving hotel, key target birds we
will be looking for, etc.).

Attached to the itinerary document will be a bird list and list of other animals possible on the tour
(or a blank list to write them in as we go). We follow the latest IOC (International Ornithological
Congress taxonomy) for birds and International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) for all
other animals recorded during the tour so all itineraries and checklists follow these taxonomies.

Each evening we will go through the daily bird and animal lists, logging all the species from the
day. The listing session is optional, we realize that some of our clients aren’t fussed about the
listing aspect, but others are. If you do not want to take part in the nightly bird list that is perfectly
fine, but it is a useful way to remember what was seen during the day, so recommended.

Birding Ecotours leaders maintain eBird checklists from all birding activities during a tour (from
unexpected roadside stops to planned birding activities). Tour leaders will share these eBird lists
with all participants who use eBird, if desired. Just make sure to provide your eBird user details to
the tour leader at the beginning of the tour for us to be able to do this, unfortunately we can’t
retrospectively go back and share past checklists after the tour. We will also provide you with an
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eBird trip report for the tour where we will add our photos taken on the tour and you are welcome
to include your own too.

After the tour you will be emailed a PDF copy of a written trip report, this will be in the form of
an illustrated daily diary and will include a complete checklist of all wildlife recorded. If the tour
leader manages to get any interesting photographs these will be included in the trip report. Leader
photos may also be added to our Flickr page and will be added into a “trip report gallery” which
you can view, download, and share.

PASSPORT, VISA, AND ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Most visitors do not require a visa to visit New Caledonia for stays of up to 90 days within a 180-
day period, including travelers from the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom (UK), and
Australia, but please consult the official New Caledonian immigration pages for more information.
Citizens of the United States, Canada, and Australia must have at least six month’s validity
remaining in their passports, and at least one blank page for entry and exit stamps. British (UK)
citizens require at least three months’ validity and two blank pages, but please check these websites
for any recent changes to ensure you are suitably covered. You will need to show proof of your
onward flight from New Caledonia and valid medical insurance. You may also be asked to provide
evidence of sufficient funds to support your stay, and proof of booked accommodation (please
refer to the final itinerary document).

Citizens of other countries not listed above should check their own governments’ advice and
contact their nearest embassies/consulates for up-to-date regulations and requirements. For
example, while proof of vaccinations are not needed to enter New Caledonia, if you are traveling
from a country listed as a Yellow Fever transmission risk you will need to show proof of
vaccination. Please make sure that you bring a photocopy of your passport with you on the tour,
to be kept in a different location to your original passport, in case of loss/damage. This can be kept
with other important documents such as vaccine certificates, emergency contact details, and
insurance documents. Digital copies of these saved on a “cloud” system can also be useful.

TRAVEL INSURANCE

Travel insurance is mandatory for entry to New Caledonia, and we strongly recommend that you
purchase comprehensive trip cancellation insurance to protect against unexpected events that
might cause delays and interruptions to travel. Your insurance should also cover illness, medical
issues, hospital expenses, accidents, repatriation, loss of luggage or valuable items, flight delays
or cancellations, and include medical evacuation and repatriation. You may be required to present
proof of insurance on arrival and departure. Your policy should cover the entire duration of your
trip and include any pre-existing conditions. Failure to purchase adequate insurance could be costly
if something unexpected occurs.

HEALTH, VACCINATIONS, AND MEDICAL CONDITIONS

We recommend you are up to date with routine vaccinations for visiting New Caledonia, including
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR), tetanus, diphtheria, polio, whooping cough, shingles,
chickenpox, flu, and COVID-19. In addition, Hepatitis A and B are strongly recommended for all
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travelers. Malaria is not present in New Caledonia, however, Dengue fever, Zika Virus and other
insect-borne diseases such as chikungunya, although uncommon, are present and so we
recommend taking personal protective measures. These include using mosquito repellent, wearing
long pants, and long-sleeved shirts, particularly at night when mosquitos and other biting insects
are active.

There is also a risk of Leptospirosis, particularly after heavy rain or flooding. We are not visiting
during the wet season so the risk is considered low, but we recommend avoiding swimming in
freshwater areas in rural regions and wearing closed shoes out on the trails. If you are traveling
with medication, be aware that some drugs legal in your home country may be restricted or
prohibited in New Caledonia. Bring a sufficient supply for your trip and carry your medicine in its
original packaging, along with a prescription or doctor’s letter stating the name of the medication,
your dosage, and that it is for personal use. Please carefully read the CDC traveler advice which
contains information on required vaccinations to enter New Caledonia. Please note, you will
require a valid Yellow Fever Certificate if you are traveling from a region where yellow fever is

present.

As per our general Terms and Conditions, we require you to notify us at the time of registering for
this tour of any medical conditions that we should know about (these should include, but not be
limited to, walking/mobility issues, allergies, heart conditions, diabetes, epilepsy, long-term
illnesses etc.). While in New Caledonia we will not be far from the country’s main hospital in the
capital Nouméa, where we will be based for four of the five nights during the tour, however, we
do make some excursions into more remote areas and during these times we will be further from
hospitals and medical facilities. Please make sure that you are covered with suitable medical
insurance (with medical evacuation included) in case of an emergency while on the tour, because
without insurance the cost for medical care is likely to be extremely high. While New Caledonia
has good healthcare facilities, more serious cases may require evacuation to Australia. In addition,
many hospitals/medical clinics will require payment upfront for treatment and these costs could
be much higher than what you might expect at home.

SAFETY

While New Caledonia is generally considered a safe destination, significant civil unrest broke out
in May 2024 in response to constitutional reforms, with incidents of rioting, arson, looting, and
roadblocks, particularly in Nouméa and Greater Nouméa. The situation has since improved, but
protests may still occur without warning, often resulting in road closures and disruption to transport
and essential services. Demonstrations are more likely around key dates, including New Caledonia
Day on 24 September. Around such times, local authorities may impose curfews or additional
restrictions at short notice.

Petty crime such as pickpocketing, bag-snatching, and car break-ins occur, and roadside incidents,
including stone-throwing and roadblocks, have been reported during periods of unrest. Throughout
the tour, we will always be accompanied by a local guide or a trusted transfer service when outside
accommodation grounds. We also maintain constant communication with local guides and
accommodation providers, who have reported no issues at the sites we visit and roads we travel
on, but if conditions change we will avoid these sites and seek an alternative.
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During the tour, please keep vehicle windows closed and watch your belongings closely. If you
are traveling independently before or after the tour, we recommend avoiding walking alone at
night, securing valuables, using licensed taxis, and withdrawing cash from ATMs located inside
banks or hotels. This is general advice, for more information please visit your respective
government advisory. Refer here for US citizens, here for Canadian citizens, here for UK citizens,
and here for Australian citizens, and please check these websites for any recent changes to ensure
you are suitably covered.

There are no large terrestrial mammals or venomous snakes to worry about in New Caledonia, but
some species of spider, scorpion, and centipede are venomous, and a few plants are toxic or spiked.
Always check your boots before putting them on, and watch where you place your hands and feet.
Please do not just grab plants without checking for any potentially sharp or painful spikes. Sturdy
walking boots are essential for protecting your feet and ankles, and it’s important to always follow
your guide’s advice.

SWIMMING ADVICE AND MARINE LIFE

Marine life presents the greater risk from wild animals in New Caledonia. Coastal waters around
the islands are home to aggressive Tiger and Bull Sharks as well as venomous species like the
Blue-ringed Octopus, Box and Moon Jellyfishes, Crown-of-Thorns Starfish, and Stonefish. In
New Caledonia there are beautiful beaches, and there may be the opportunity to swim or snorkel
at these between birding, or at the start or end of the tour. While shark nets are installed at beaches
around Nouméa, they are not present at Poe Beach near Bourail, so increased caution is needed
here. Several serious shark attacks have occurred in recent years. Only swim when green flags are
displayed (orange flags indicate dangerous conditions; red flags mean swimming is prohibited).
Swim only during daylight hours, at patrolled beaches, and avoid ports, marinas, murky waters,
and swimming after heavy rain.

We recommend always following local advice before entering the water, due to strong currents,
riptides, and potentially hazardous marine animals. Lifeguards are present on Nouméa beaches,
and staff at our Bourail hotel are knowledgeable about local waters and marine life. If snorkeling,
never touch marine life and always stay alert.

FOOD AND WATER

In New Caledonia, tap water is generally safe to drink in Nouméa and other large urban areas, and
filtered water is typically available at both hotels. While out birding in rural areas, it is best to drink
bottled water. We provide an ample supply of drinking water in our vehicle throughout the tour,
so please bring a refillable water bottle to help reduce plastic waste. Ice is considered safe in high-
standard restaurants and hotels, but it is best avoided in rural areas or from street stalls.

The food in New Caledonia is a fusion of Western and Melanesian cuisine with strong French
influences. Seafood is common, and vegetarian options are widely available, making the food
suitable for most palates. Dietary preferences are well catered for at the hotels we use, which are
accustomed to hosting international guests. Some breakfasts are boxed and taken away with us,
but others will be at our accommodation, as we expect all evening meals will be, with lunch at a
café or restaurant after morning birding. Mealtimes will generally fall within normal hours but
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may be adjusted depending on our birding and travel schedule. If you require food at specific times
(e.g. to coordinate with medication), we recommend bringing snacks such as cereal bars, protein
bars, or dried fruit. We are unlikely to stop at convenience stores, so it’s best to bring any preferred
items from home.

CURRENCY

The official currency in New Caledonia is the CFP franc (XPF). Banknotes are issued in
denominations of 500, 1,000, 5,000, and 10,000 XPF, with coins available in 5, 10, 20, 50, 100,
and 200 XPF. Local currency is used for all everyday transactions. While some tourist
establishments may accept major foreign currencies like US dollars or euros, paying in local
currency usually offers better value. Visa, Mastercard, and American Express are widely accepted
in shops, though American Express is less commonly accepted outside Nouméa. It is advisable to
carry some cash for smaller purchases, as card use is limited outside Nouméa and our hotels, and
cash also helps avoid poor exchange rates or card surcharges. Check with your card provider before
departure to ensure your card will work in New Caledonia and whether you need to notify them of
your travel plans.

It is possible to exchange or withdraw money at La Tontouta International Airport on arrival, but
it may be more convenient to bring local currency with you or arrange this at your departure airport.
A small amount of local cash will be useful for personal expenses not covered in the tour cost and
for any gratuities. Please refer to the itinerary document for a detailed list of what is and isn’t
included. Always remain vigilant when using ATMs for your safety and security.

WEATHER/CLIMATE

New Caledonia, located in the tropical South Pacific just south of the Equator, has a mild, sunny
climate year-round, shaped by trade winds and two main seasons. We visit in late August or early
September during the cooler, drier season (June to September), which is ideal for birding. Daytime
temperatures on Grande Terre, the main island, typically range from 68 to 75°F (20 to 24°C), with
night-time temperatures dropping to around 59 to 64°F (15 to 18°C), and even cooler in higher-
elevation areas such as areas in Parc de la Rivi¢re Bleue. Rainfall is low at this time of year,
particularly on the west coast where we spend much of the tour. Heavy showers are still possible
during the dry season, especially when we are birding in the forests, but these are usually brief and
localized. The risk of tropical storms or landslides is low in the dry season.

Sea temperatures hover around 72°F (22°C), making conditions suitable, if slightly cool, for
swimming or snorkeling. Trade winds keep conditions comfortable and skies generally clear,
making late August and early September one of the best times to explore New Caledonia. To make
the most of the cooler mornings and peak bird activity, we will start early each day and adjust our
schedule as needed according to temperature and weather conditions.

ELECTRICITY AND COMMUNICATION

The power plug sockets in New Caledonia are of Type F, which are also used throughout Europe
(but not in the UK or Ireland), including France, Germany, and Spain among others. This socket
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only works with plug F. The standard voltage is 220 volts (V), and the standard frequency is 50
hertz (Hz). Further details (and photos) can be found here.

Adaptors are likely to be needed for some visitors from overseas; you may also need a voltage
converter and should be careful with certain appliances that utilize different frequencies. You can
use your electric devices in New Caledonia if the standard voltage in your country is between 220
—240V (as in the UK, Europe, and most of Asia and Africa). These small deviations are considered
by manufacturers. If the standard voltage in your country is in the range of 100 — 127 V (as in the
US, Canada, and most South American countries), you will need a voltage converter. You could
also consider a combined power plug adapter/voltage converter to save space.

The hotels we use have Wi-Fi, but it is possible that the Wi-Fi may sometimes drop, so be aware
that the connection may be unstable, particularly when away from Nouméa. Phone coverage is
typically good near urban areas, but will be patchy when we are birding.

TRANSPORTATION AND SEAT ROTATION

We will travel in a comfortable, air-conditioned minibus throughout our New Caledonia birding
tour. For some birding excursions, particularly in more remote areas, such as the Bourail grasslands
when searching for New Caledonian Thicketbird, we will use 4x4 SUV- or Landcruiser-type
vehicles. Depending on weather conditions, 4x4s may also be required for other sites, such as the
excellent Parc de la Riviere Bleue. When using 4x4s, the group may be split between two vehicles
traveling in convoy, one driven by the local guide and the other by your Birding Ecotours guide.

A seat rotation policy will be in place to ensure everybody has equal opportunities within the
vehicle throughout the tour. Motion sickness will not excuse you from our seat rotation policy and
if you are prone to motion sickness you should ensure you bring the necessary medication. We
require that you are fit and flexible enough to maneuver yourself to the back of the vehicle when
it is your turn to sit in that position. Tour participants should be mindful of the extra equipment
they bring into the general seating area of the vehicle (rather than the luggage section) and should
ensure they do not clog up general thoroughfare or extra seats with camera equipment, tripods, etc.
from both a comfort and a health and safety perspective.

ACCOMMODATION

We stay in two clean, comfortable hotels during the tour, with four nights in Nouméa, and one
near Bourail. The hotel near Bourail is set in extensive grounds close to a stunning beach, while
our Nouméa accommodation is a modern, upmarket hotel accustomed to hosting international
travelers. Occasionally, we may need to use alternative accommodation for logistical reasons, but
full details will be provided ahead of the tour. Both hotels offer private en-suite bathrooms with
hot water, 24-hour electricity, Wi-Fi, and air conditioning (or a fan). Laundry services are available
throughout. We use “standard” rooms, as is typical for most group birding tours globally, and these
are deemed sufficient for most participants. If you would like to upgrade to a higher standard of
room, such as a “luxury” option, this may be possible in some locations depending on availability.
Please note there will be an extra charge for room upgrades, and contact us as early as possible to
discuss options. Please note that while in the Bourail areas there is always a slim chance of power
outages which may result in loss of electricity, Wi-Fi, or hot water, at least temporarily.

K]

((
Ny

www.birdingecotours.com B|pd|ng(( sECOtOUPS info@birdingecotours.com

C 3

[


http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com
https://www.power-plugs-sockets.com/us/new-caledonia/
https://www.birdingecotours.com/contact/

9|INFORMATION New Caledonia

WHAT TO BRING:

Clothing

When we visit New Caledonia in August and September, the weather is comfortable, with warm
to hot days, so lightweight, breathable clothing is recommended. Quick-drying birding clothes in
muted colors work best, and sun protection such as a wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen
is recommended. Most nights will be mild, but some folks may feel cool, especially with coastal
winds, so we suggest packing layers, including a sweater or jumper. Long pants are useful not only
for warmth in the evenings but also for protection against insects in forested areas.

Although this tour takes place during the dry season, occasional tropical showers are still possible,
so a light, packable rain jacket or poncho is advised, and a small travel umbrella can also be useful.
Two sets of footwear are ideal: lightweight, closed-toe hiking boots or shoes for birding, and a pair
of comfortable sandals, flip-flops, or trainers for relaxing at the hotel. Swimwear is recommended,
as our accommodations have swimming pools or beachfront access.

Equipment

Binoculars are essential for all birding, and a camera is highly recommended if you plan to
document your sightings (many of the New Caledonia species are world famous and brilliant). A
dry bag is also recommended to protect valuables such as passports, phones, wallets, and cameras
if we encounter rain. If you are unsteady on your feet or concerned about uneven ground, a walking
stick or hiking pole is strongly recommended and may be essential for forest trails or rough tracks.

Insect repellent with high-concentration DEET or a suitable alternative is strongly advised,
particularly for time spent in lowland and coastal rainforest where biting insects are common. A
small hand towel or washcloth may come in handy for drying off gear or cleaning up in the field,
particularly in wetter rainforest locations. A small personal first aid kit is worth carrying, especially
for minor cuts, blisters, or insect bites. For those interested in snorkeling, equipment is often
available for hire at the beaches, but do bring your own if you want to ensure you can have the
gear with you, particularly your own mask/goggles if you require a prescription version.

FIELD GUIDES

Birds of Melanesia (Dutson, 2011) — The best bird guide available for the majority of Melanesia,
including New Caledonia. It covers all species found in the region, though some names and
taxonomy are now outdated. The illustrations are good, with plates positioned opposite concise
identification summaries. While there are no range maps, the guide instead uses color bars to
indicate island presence, which is more practical given the broad geographic coverage. The book
is thick, reflecting the diversity and high number of single-island endemics, but only half is
dedicated to field-useful plates and summaries; the second half contains more detailed species
accounts that are less useful in the field.

SEABIRDS The New Identification Guide (Harrison, Perrow, and Larsson, 2021) — The best
available field guide covering all known seabirds, with brilliant illustrations, the plates are well
laid out and is comprehensive yet succinct.
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The Herpetofauna of New Caledonia (Bauer, and Sadlier, 2000) — This is the only
comprehensive field guide to the reptiles and amphibians of New Caledonia. It is a photographic
guide with good-quality images that aid identification, but it relies on a key that requires some
understanding of herpetological anatomy and terminology, which can make it challenging to use.
The species descriptions are thorough and informative, though their level of detail makes the book
less practical for quick reference in the field.

Reef and Shore Fishes of the South Pacific (Randall, 2005) — This is the most comprehensive
guide to inshore fishes of the South Pacific, covering nearly 1,500 species from New Caledonia,
Fiji, Samoa, and surrounding islands. Each species is illustrated (mostly underwater photos) and
includes brief identification notes, size, distribution, habitat, and biology. This guide is targeted at
divers and snorkelers.

USEFUL APPS AND WEBSITE RESOURCES

Merlin — an app that can help you identify birds by sight (from photos) and sound (from recordings)
and is a useful tool to aid bird identification. The app is getting expanded all the time with new
data and regional information so is worth keeping an eye on. We recommend downloading the
Melanesia pack for this tour.

eBird — there is a wealth of information contained on this website and the mobile app is now
excellent and useful too. Photo, video, and sound galleries are available for practically every
species in the world through The Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Macaulay Library.

Aves Vox — a good app that enables the downloading of bird songs and calls from the xeno-
canto website onto your cell phone.

I0C World Bird List — this website contains all the latest details on the world of global bird
taxonomy. You can read about newly described species, splits (creation of a new species) and
lumps (deletion of a species) of existing species, and plenty of other important information.
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