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Cinnamon-breasted Warbler will be searched for around the small town of Springbok.
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TOUR OUTLINE 

This Northern Cape birding tour forms part of our carefully designed South African budget birding 

circuit, which also includes Cape Town, northern South Africa, and Zululand. Together, these 

tours offer an exceptional opportunity to explore South Africa's most diverse regions, from arid 

deserts and Succulent Karoo scrubland to subtropical forests and the unique fynbos biome. By 

combining these destinations, participants can rapidly build an impressive and well-rounded bird 

list, gaining exposure to a remarkable diversity of species, habitats, and endemic-rich ecosystems 

across the country. 

South Africa's Northern Cape Province is a vast, rugged, and scenically striking region, 

showcasing the country's most unique arid landscapes. The desert offers a sense of exclusivity and 

vast, uninterrupted views that are increasingly rare today. Unlike many wildlife destinations, the 

Northern Cape provides an intimate and unhurried experience in a landscape dominated by 

sweeping plains, iron-rich dune systems, and rocky succulent shrublands influenced by the cold 

Atlantic Ocean. 

This budget tour focuses on the endemic and near-endemic species of the Namaqualand and 

Bushmanland regions. We will explore a variety of key habitats, including stark desert plains, dry 

river systems, the iconic red Koa Dunes, Succulent Karoo shrublands, and the remote Atlantic 

coastline near Port Nolloth. This diversity of landscapes supports a fascinating range of specialized 

species and makes the Northern Cape one of southern Africa's most rewarding, if challenging, 

birding destinations. 

 

PACE OF TOUR 

This is a six-day tour and is considered medium-paced. The Northern Cape is a large and sparsely 

populated province, and while distances between key birding areas can be considerable, the 

generally good road network allows us to move efficiently. Accommodation is selected to provide 

convenient access to our key birding localities, reducing unnecessary transit time. 

Most mornings begin with an opportunity to enjoy coffee together before heading out for the early 

morning birding session, which is typically the most productive time of day. After several hours 

in the field, we will either return to our accommodation for breakfast or enjoy a packed breakfast 

at a productive birding site. As with all dedicated birding tours, the daily schedule is designed to 

maximize time in the field, and lunch arrangements will vary depending on the day's objectives 

and bird activity. 

Some days may allow for a short rest during the warmest part of the afternoon before resuming 

birding later in the day, while on other days we may continue with only a brief break. The exact 

schedule will depend on weather conditions, target species encountered, and the overall progress 

of the tour. 

Optional night drives may be offered on one or more evenings during the tour, providing 

opportunities to search for nocturnal mammals such as Bat-eared Fox and Striped Polecat. 

Participation is entirely optional, and guests are welcome to rest if they prefer. 

Each evening, your guide will brief the group on the following day's plans. While we operate 

according to a well-planned itinerary, we retain the flexibility to adapt our schedule to local 

conditions and to maximize our chances with key target species whenever the opportunity arises. 
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WALKING AND STYLE OF BIRDING 

Much of our birding in the Northern Cape is conducted from, or in the immediate vicinity of, the 

vehicle. The open, arid terrain lends itself well to roadside birding, and we will frequently stop at 

carefully selected locations to scan the surrounding habitat for target species. This approach allows 

us to cover a large area efficiently while conserving energy in what can be a warm and exposed 

environment. 

Participants should be comfortable with short walks on uneven or sandy ground, but no demanding 

hiking is required at any point during the tour. 

 

LENGTH OF DRIVES 

The Northern Cape is a geographically extensive province, and some drives between our 

accommodation bases are longer than on other tours in the South African budget circuit. The 

transfer between Upington and Pofadder on the first day is approximately 2.5 hours. These drives 

take place during the less productive midday period and include productive birding stops along the 

way. 

On most days, the morning and late afternoon are spent birding in the vicinity of our 

accommodation base, minimizing transit during the key productive hours of the day. Road 

conditions throughout the region are generally good on the main routes, though some tracks 

leading to productive birding areas may be unpaved. 

 

SAFETY 

Throughout the tour, we spend the majority of our time in remote and rural areas that are 

considered generally safe for visitors. The Northern Cape is one of South Africa's more sparsely 

populated provinces, and the areas we visit are far removed from the urban centers to which most 

travel advisories apply. As with travel anywhere in the world, sensible precautions should 

nonetheless be taken. 

We recommend that valuables are not left unattended in the vehicle, particularly when stopping in 

towns. If you are ever uncertain about the safety of a particular location, please consult your guide, 

who will be happy to advise. 

 

HEALTH, PESTS AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS 

The Northern Cape is a predominantly arid region, and the risk of tick-borne illness is generally 

lower here than in more humid parts of South Africa. However, when walking in rocky or grassy 

areas, we recommend wearing long trousers and applying insect repellent to your socks, shoes, 

and lower legs as a precaution. 

Venomous snakes occur in the region, including various adder species, and should be treated with 

respect if encountered. Such sightings are uncommon and are rarely a cause for concern when 

appropriate caution is exercised. Your guide will provide safety briefings as required. 

Sun protection is particularly important in the Northern Cape, where the open, exposed landscape 

offers little shade, and the sun can be intense. We strongly recommend bringing high-factor 
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sunscreen, a wide-brimmed hat, and suitable lightweight, long-sleeved clothing. 

Please refer to the "South Africa General Information" document for more detailed information 

regarding wildlife, health considerations, and safety precautions. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

A comfortable minibus will be used throughout the tour. To ensure fair viewing opportunities for 

all participants, a daily seat-rotation system will be implemented, which your guide will explain at 

the start of the tour. 

Our intentionally small group size ensures that every participant has access to a window seat. 

Additionally, because we do not tow a trailer, the vehicle remains highly maneuverable, allowing 

us to respond quickly to bird sightings and access a wide variety of birding locations, including 

less-traveled tracks 

Airport transfers on the first and final days of the tour are included in the tour price. Should you 

arrive in Upington before the tour begins or remain in South Africa after the tour concludes, 

additional transfers will be at your own expense. We will, however, be happy to assist in arranging 

any required transportation. 

 

DOMESTIC FLIGHTS 

No domestic flights are required within this tour itself. The tour begins and ends at Upington 

International Airport, which has regular connections to Cape Town and Johannesburg. 

Participants combining this tour with other tours in our South African budget circuit may need to 

arrange domestic flights between destinations. For example, those wishing to continue with our 

Budget Cape Town tour will need to fly from Upington to Cape Town at the end of Day 6. We 

will provide guidance on all necessary travel arrangements. 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

Throughout the tour, we stay in comfortable guesthouses and bed-and-breakfast establishments 

that offer a good standard of accommodation and hospitality. While this is a budget-focused tour 

and accommodation may not match the standard of our premium itineraries, all properties are 

carefully selected to provide comfort, cleanliness, and convenient access to key birding sites. 

We are based in Pofadder for the first two nights and return there for one further night mid-tour, 

with Springbok serving as our base for two nights. The accommodation in these smaller towns is 

functional and comfortable. 

 

ELECTRICITY 

Room lighting in some establishments in smaller Northern Cape towns may be of a lower wattage 

than participants are accustomed to. Those who enjoy reading in the evenings may wish to bring a 

small portable lamp or a good-quality headlamp. 

We also recommend carrying an international travel adapter. South Africa is gradually 
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transitioning to newer plug standards, and accommodation providers in smaller towns may use a 

variety of outlet types. Having a universal adapter will help ensure compatibility throughout the 

tour. 

 

WEATHER 

This tour takes place in late April and early May, which falls at the transition between summer and 

winter in the Northern Cape. Daytime temperatures at this time of year are generally pleasant and 

well-suited to birding, though conditions can vary considerably across the different habitats we 

visit. 

The Namaqualand and Bushmanland interiors can be warm during the day, while the Atlantic 

coastal areas around Port Nolloth are often cool and overcast due to the influence of the cold 

Benguela Current. Early mornings can be cold or even very cold at all locations, particularly at 

higher elevations around Springbok, and warm layering is recommended for pre-dawn departures. 

Rainfall is low in this region, but some precipitation remains possible at this time of year. We 

recommend packing clothing suitable for warm, cool, and potentially wet conditions to ensure 

comfort throughout the tour. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: CLOTHING AND OTHER ITEMS 

Please refer to our blog article, "What to Bring on a Birding Tour" for detailed packing 

recommendations. This guide provides practical advice on clothing, optics, footwear, luggage, and 

other useful items to help you prepare for your Northern Cape birding adventure. 

In addition to the standard recommendations, we particularly advise the following for the Northern 

Cape: 

• A wide-brimmed hat and high-factor sunscreen — the open desert landscape offers very 

little shade. 

• Warm layers for cool mornings and evenings, especially near the coast. 

• Sturdy, comfortable footwear suitable for walking on sandy or rocky ground. 

• A dust cover or protective bag for optical equipment, as dusty conditions can be 

encountered on unpaved tracks. 

• A good-quality torch or headlamp for early morning departures and optional night drives.  
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